THE SIX COLONIES
OF NEW ZEALAND



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649705597

The Six Colonies of New Zealand by William Fox

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM FOX

THE SIX COLONIES
OF NEW ZEALAND

ﬁTrieste






THE

SIX COLONIES

op

NEW ZEALAND.

BY

"  WILLIAM FOX

LONDON:

JOHN W.FPARKER AND 80N, WEST BTRAND.
MDOoU LI,

(224, £, 0.,



EAYVILL AWD EDWARDS, FEINTEEN. CHANPEOS JITEEET,
COFENT GARDETN.

m
1-‘”’531934



PREFACE.

SINCE the termination of the ten nights’ debates
on New Zealand In the House of Comimnons in
1843, and the cessation of the native war which
ensued soon afterwards, the public mind in
England seems to have forgotten the colony
altogether. Any mterest which is taken in it
scems limited to the movements of the Canter-
bury Association, or to the Parliamentary Grant,
which once a year is made in its behalf, when
financal reformers express their astonishment
that so Hourishing a colony as it is represented
to be should require sach large amounts of
British money for its support. On returning
home, after nearly nine years” residence in the
colony, I find the ignorance of the many, who
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know nothing about it, only exceeded by the
misapprehensions of the few, who know a little,
Under these circumstances, it seems a duty
incumbent on me not to keep back the resulta
of my experience.

I left England in 1842 intending to follow
the avocations of a private colonist, being a
barrister of the Imner Temple, and a graduate
of Oxford. In 1848, on the lamented death of
Captain Arthur Wakefield, the Resident agent of
the New Zealand Company at Nelson, T sue-
ceeded him in that office. T held it fill early
in 1848, when I received the appointment of
Attorney-Cleneral of the southern province,
which I accepted on the distinct assurance that
seH-government was immediately to be bestowed
on the colony. Finding it was not, I resigned ;
and shortly afterwards, on the death of Colonel
Wakefield, the Principal agent of the New Zea-
land Company, his office devolved on me. Tt

placed me in charge of the Company’s interosts
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in the whole of the southern settlements (in-
duding New Plymouth), and afforded me the
opportunity of becoming acquamted officially
and personally with all their affaira Imme-
diately before leaving the colony, I was appointed
Honorary Political Agent in England for the
settlement of Wellington. In addition to five
years” reaidence at Nelson, and three and & half
at Wellington, I visited Auckland for three
weoeks, New Plymouth for ten days, Wanganui
tovice, Otago twice, Canterbury thrice (exploring
a large part of the district), and many other
paris of the counfry, where no inhabitants, erther
European or native, are to be found.

My opportunities for observation, and my
inducements to obeerve, have therefore been at
least equal to those of any person who ever
visited the colony; and this will, T hope, be
held to afford a sufficient excuse for the publi-
cation of the following pages.

For the valuable Map which is attached, I
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am indebted to Mr. Arrowsmith, who obligingly
placed the plate at my disposal. It is the only
map of New Zealand that I have met with
which is at all complete or accurate; apd it
brings down the geographical corrections and
discoveriee to the latest date, being founded on
the most authentic, recent, and original docu-

menta.

London, July 25, 1851.
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