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PREFACE.

AE the Study of Grammar i universally allowed
.to be One of the leading Objects of a liberal
Education; it is therofore presumed, that every
Attempt to facilitate the progress of Youth in that
Science will meet with a favourable Reception from
the candid part of mankind; but more particularly
80 from the Professors of it. - .

The following Sheets were written for the Accom-
modation of the Auther's own School, which having
on trial been found to answer his Expectations, he
is induced to recommend it to his brother Teachers,
solely with 2 view to the advancement of Youth in
Moral us well as Grammatical Knowledge, and the
Enlg; ent of their Ideas in general. :

Should this iittle Work, in any Degree, contri-
bute to these desirable Ends, the Writer will have
for his Heward, the pleasing Reflection of having
given his Mite towards the Emprovement of the
rising Generation.

Having Framiﬂad the Motive of publishing, shail

ive a brief account of the Bogk.

Before Boys can with Propricty enter on these
Exerciges, it 1s taken for granted that they have at -
least gone once through Murmy’s Grammar and
Exercises, or some other Work equally well calen-
lated for Beginners.



iv PREFACE.

In Schools where the English tongue is taught
ﬂ'umm&tinall , the Scholars uvsually write Five

xercises a Week, and eopy the same over, with-
out the help of their corrected ones, as a Week’s
work ageinst Saturday morning. These Exercises
are, therefore, adapted to such 2 Plan; but may
be varied at the pleasure of those who use them in
Schools or Academies,

All the Monday's Exercises are made up of
short moral Sentences and Mazims, One for every
Day in the week; these, when torrected, are in-
tn:niﬂd to be copied, very legibly, by the Super-
intendént or Monitor for the week, and pasted
on o board fized in some conapicuous part of
the 8choal for that porpose, to be used as
follows, viz ;— £

When any Buy wishes to go out, he must put
his Name, printed on a slip of Wood, on the
Master's Desk {provided there are not already as
many as are mitied to be oot at goce), and re-
peating the Maxims for the Day, entitles him to

ermisgion: that is, he must on Monday repeat the

unday and Monday's Maxims, when he wants to

mt; on Tuesday, the Sunday, Monday, and

ay’s Maxims, and so on through the weck.

Now it 18 obvious, that by this methed the Scholars,

even the little ones, will get SBeven Maxima per-
fectly by Heart, at the Enﬁeuf every weei.

The Advantages resnlting from this Plan, will
sufficiently recompense the sedulous Teacher for all
his trouble; for it will not only strengthen the
Memories of his young people, but with a blessing,
leave such Impresgions on their tender Minds, as
will conduce to their Enterest in this, and Happi-
ness in a fature life.

Whatever is good in itself,. cannot be top much
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insisted on, ‘or too often inculeated: therefore, it
is further recommended to order some one Boy
{chosen promiscuously from the rest) to repeat the
Sentences for the Duay before and after every Meal;
and if he was obliged to stand on his seat whilst
doing this, it would very much tend to shake off
that awkward bashfulness which sticks so-closely
to the genamlity of young persons; and in the
place of it, give that becoming assurance, which
18 necessary to every Siation, but more particularly
to a public one.

Besides these Maxims, there sre added a num-
ber of Exercises on moral subjects, which will
give the judicigus Teacher frequent opportunities
of descanting on topics favourable to the encou- -
tagement of virtue, and the suppression of vice;
which ought undoubtedly to be the chief con-
cern of every one who takes upon himself the
important charge of educating Youth, for expe-
rience teaches, that it is far less difficult to push
them forwards in those Afts and Seiences in which
they may be engaped, thun to correct their evil
habits and propensities, or to give them a lasting
relish to what is really zood,

Precedents of Letters take up a considerable
part of this work. It 8 well known that letter-
writing is difficult for young persens, and of
course very irksome to thom: in ovder, therefore,
to familinrise childzen with putting their thoughts,
weants, or wishes, into black and white, the out-
lines of a letter are piven in every week’s Exer-
cise, which may slso be made use of, by Boys
more used to Composition, as subjects fo compose
fram.

The Exercises that remain to be taken notice of,
are on various useful or entertaiming subjects; cal-

A2



Vi PRHEFACE.

culated to inform young minds, to give a taste for
reading and study, and to inspire them with a love
of Learning &ndyVirt.ue.

The moral tenderoy of the work being pointed
out, it only remains to add a few observations and
hints for using these Exercises to advantage with
respect, to Grammay,

ome Passapes mre made exceedingly faulty,
with & view to put Boys upon studying the current
" SBense of what they are about to wnte, and thereby
ineensibly to accustom them to an exertion of the
Powers of the Mind on subjects where reading,
speaking, or composition are coneerned,

Whatever is worth doing at all is certainly worth
doing well; therefore the Bcholar should never be
suffered to write his Exercises in o slovenly or neg-
ligent manner, as well with respect to the writing,
as to the diction; bat, when that happens to be
the case, he should Le obliged to write it over, and
have the additional trouble of getting the same to
repeat perfectly Iii)y Heart.

To aceustom Boys to mark over every word is
part of speech, to divide such words as are capable
of a division into eyllables; to place the proper
accents over every vowel and syllable, and to dash
all the emphatical syllables or words, could not
fail of perfecting them in every part of Grammar,
and that perhaps sooner than by any other method,

The first scholar, or captain of tze class, should
collect the Exercises ready for the Master's exami-
nation, and whilst he is markiog the faults or inae-
curacies in each, and giving his reasoms for so
doing, the whole class shonld be paying particular -
attention to what is said, in order that each bo
may be enabled to correet. his own Exercise: for it
will profit the learner very little, if the Teacher, o
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save time, correcta the fanlte in gll the Exercises,
or only in one, and suffers the captain of the class
to correct the rest by that one.

. Whilst the first are correcting their Exercises,
the Master will be marking the fanlts of the second,
which when finished, the Teacher will be ready to
attend to the passing of the first class’s Exercises;
when the examinabion and explanation are over,
each should give up hizn Exercise to the Master,
who would do well to note down the number of
faults in each Exercise in & bock provided for that
purpose; and deing this throughout the week, will
%iv& an opportunity of ascertaining the boy's places -

or the ensuing one, according to merit, as well as

the degree of reward or punishment due to each.

To write stoiving Exercises for places, or a emall
Prize onee o week, and that under the Master’s ¢
would, without doubt, create a apirit of emulation
amongst the boys, and besides ﬁive s Teacher a
good opportunity of judging of their real progrees
m Grammar; for, where the Exercises are ot
written under his own Inspection, it is, more than
probable he may be imposed wpon,

If one of these Exercises wore every day die-
tated to a elass of eight or ten boys, to copy on
Slates or Paper, it would be of great advantage
to them; for it would strengthen their memories,
put them opon thioking, improve them in Orthe-
%‘r&phy, and give them a readiness in taking down

iszourses, .

These Exercises will also serve the Master as a
task-book, from which he may give the boys tasks
to Eet by hearl, or copy neatly and correctly, when
either tgeir improper-behaviour or neglipence make
it necessary; this plan will be more agreeable to
the liberal Teacher, and with s boy of & genercus
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mind have a better effect than any other mode of
punishing; there are instances indeed where seve--
rity is absolutely necessary; but it is to be hoped
these are few.
Some ekilful and experienced Teachers may
aibly have adopted plans better calculated to
acilitate the progress of Youth in Grammar, &e.
™ than this: if so, they would do well to communi-
cate them to their less informed or inexperienced
Brethren, and that with the seme frankness that
the Writer of this hes described his own Method
of Teaching.

Leeds, Jan. 1841.



