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PREFACE,

This study attempts to give an exact description of the sub-
Jeet matter and its arrangement in the curricula of publie
elementary schools of certain representative ecities in the
United States, England, Germany and France. Adherence to
this definite problem led chiefly to a2 eomparative study of the
actual and relative time assigned to subjects in schools and
in grades.

Hearty acknowledgment of indebiedness to the writings,
leetures and personal suggestions of Dr. Nicholas Murray But-
ler, Dr. John Dewey, Dr, Charles MeMuyrry, Dr, E. T. Thorn-
dike, Dr. Pagl Monroe, Dr. J. A. McVannel, and Dr. F. M,
MeMurry is hereby made. The influence of the thought of
these gentlemen will be readily recogmized in the following
pages, Especially serviceable have been the suggestions of
Dr. Frank M. MeMurry, under whose kindly guidance the
researeh was porsued for two years. Without his enconrage-
ment it is probable that the arduous task of collecting and
organizing the material would have been abandoned hefore it
reached its present form.

Space is not allowed for the acknowledgment of the kind-
ness of many persons who lent valuable assistance in eollect-
ing data for this study. It would be an act of unpardonable
ingratitude, however, not to record the thanks due Miss Eliza-
beth Baldwin, Librarian of Teachers College, whose wide
experience in colleeting such material made her peculiarly
able to give that aid which she so ungrudgingly rendered
while the sourece material for this study was being gathered.
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4 PREFACE,

The sourees of information in the study of the Ameriean
elementary schools were the primted syllabi of the Superin-
tendents of Sehools, supplemented and corrected, when the
ease demanded, by the written statements of the Superintend-
ents themselves, to many of whom I am indebted for such
kindness, The Reports of the Commissioner of Eduecation
and personal letters from him and his staff were of valuable
service,

The study of the eurrieulum in the schools of England is
much more exhaustive than that of the other countries, be-
eause 50 little has been printed on the subject in America that
a more extensive treatment was required. Through the kind-
ness of Mr. A. E. Twentyman, Assistant Director of Speeial
Inquiries and Reports of the Board of Edueation of England,
and of Dr. Thistleton Mark, Iead of the Department of
Education at Vietoria University, Manechester, there were
collected seventy-eight syllabi of edueators and Inspeetors of
the English Government. These furnished a valuable souree
for research.

Among other sources of informeation to be mentioned are:

(1) The National Union of Teachers' edition of the Code for 1903,
London; (32) Btatlstics of Public Elementary Scheols of England for
1902-1903, Eyre & Spottswood, London: (3) The Provislonal Code of
Hegulations for the Public Elementary Schoola and Traloing Colleges,
Eyre & Spottswood; (4) Revised Ipatructions applicable to the Code of
1802, {3) The Elementary Educallon Acte for England and Wales from

1870-1902, London, 1903; (6) Reports of the School Board of London to
July, 1904,

I am indebted to Gabriel Compayré, Reetor of the Aecad-
emy of Liyons, France, for suggestions and references, and for
a copy of the twelfth edition of his splendid contribution upon
French Edueation, *‘Organisation Pédagogigue, et Législa-
tion des Ecoles Primaries,"” Paris, 1904, which has furnished
valuable help in this work.

L. Bedorez, Director of Primary Instruection of the Depart-
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ment of the Seine, likewise, has been ever courteous, sending
reports of the schools of his department. Among them are:

{1} YVilie de Paris,—Lea Beoles et les Oeuvres Muonicipales d'Bn-
seignement, 1871-1000; (2) Higlement des Booles Maternelles DMubliques
iy Ixpactement de ln Seine, 'aris, 180 (4) Note sor les Etablisse-
mepts Publice d'Enseignement Primatre & Parie, Dec., 1003, (4) Régle
ment pour les Ecoles Publiques, Paria, 15005 (5) Arotté No, 4362 Consei]
du D¥partement de la Seine, 1538,

The laws which preseribe the course of instruetion for the
Elementary Schools and Kindergartens of Franee were taken
from :

Plan d'Eiude des Ecolez Primaires EMmentaires (Collection Delalain
Mo, G3) and from Plan d'Etude des Ecolea Maternelles Publiques (Collec-
tion Delalain XNo. 66G), both by Delalain Fréres, Paris, 1904

Acknowledgment is most gratefully made to Gymnasialdi-
rektor Dir. Hugo Lemeke of Stettin, Prussia, who, through his
experience as a German school official, was able to steer me
clear of much research which otherwise would have been nee-
essary. His tireless efforts in collecting and forwarding pro-
grams and syllabi made the present study of the curriculum
of German sehools possible,

Other sources are:

(1) Dns offentliche Unterrichtswesen Dentsehlands in der Gepenwart
von Dr. Paul Stotzner, Leipsic, 1901:; (2) Grundiehrplan der Berliner
Gemeindeschule, Berlin, 1002; (3) Allgemeins Bestimmungen des Min-
isters der geistlischen Angelegenheiten vom 15 Oktober, 1872,

Besides the foregoing primary sources, the following seeond-
ary material has been found servieeable:

(1) Special Beports on Educational Subjects, eleven volumes, com-
piled for the Hoard of Education of England, wnder the supervizion of
Michael E. Badler, Director of Special Inquiries and Reports for (ireat
DBritain (referred to ge E. K.} {2) Reports of the Commissioner of
Lducation of the United States {referred to as (. R.) ; (3) The Making
of Citizens—a Btudy in Comparative Edueation, by R. E. Hughes,
Seriboers, 102 This book deals minutely with the educational systems
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af America, England, Germany and Fraoce; (4) Elementary Education
in France, by T. H. Teegan, 1801 ; (&) French Schools through American
Bres, by J. R, Parsons, 1502 (G) Prussian Schocls throogh American
Eres, by J. H. Parsons, (7) Method in the Behools of Germany, by
J. T. Prince, 1891; (8) The German Sehool Bystem, by Levi Seeley,
1804, i
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