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PREFACE.

Lattle appears to be known in this country of the fact that
the mgantic modern epic as 1t owas enacted in the setthement
of this continent, in the founding of ovr demoerntic state and
the development of o new composite nationality, comhining
the characteristics of various ethnie elements anit ¢ivilizulions,
had found a rhapsodist of extraordinary powers lere among
the distingished German settlers duving the third and fourth
decades of the last century, Tt seamed deserving of the effort,
therefore, to wmguire mito the spirit 0 which our romancer,
lnown under the pseudonym Charles Seaisheld, Tiad comeeived
this epie and 1o make a special study of how the racial con-
stiduents of the growing Soverican nabivnality, as well as the
gquestions commected with ther amaleanation oo a0 body
pulitic, unfolded themselves before his keen and abserving eye.
e what extent the character of the American democracy and
civilization of the present yime stll ageees with the democratic
ideal that Sealsheld bebeld and glonblied m hig novels e
reader of s monograph will determine for himeself.

Acstudy sueh as 05 here presented, moresver, appears 1o
bie timely especially now n comsidleration of the revived in-
terest o Scalsfeld ndicated by the recent transhition b
Faglish of one of his early pelitical pamphless, as well as by
the publication in Germany of new editions of several of his
romances. 'his revival of interest in Sealsfield, the prophet
ot German democracy, i donbiless due 1o the recent political
npheaval m Gevmany as much as was the decline nf his con-
temporary popularity after the failiee of the revolution of
1248,

The writer’s nterest in Charles Sealsfield was st awak-
ened by Professore Otn Heller of Washington University who
at that time was planning a eritical edition of the works af the
famous German-American noveliste Tt is, however. to the
profound  Ristorieal ol philosophical snsight of  Professor
Julins Gochel o the many literary, historical and cultural

il



problems contained in the works of oue romancer thar the
author of the present monograph owes his cloel wspiration,
FFor the benchts derived from his teaching and guidance and
for the many valnabie suggestions and criticisms freely given,
the writer wishes tu express his sincere gratitude.  He alse
desives to acknowledge gratefully the mterest shown by ['ro-
fessors O Wo Alverd and On I Lessing in the progress of
this study and the uniatling assistance given him by his wife,

Urhana, 110, fuly 4, 1922, T W 8
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