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PREFACE.

Bowr years since, while gratifying my taste for Horticultupal
exporiinents, T was led to plant seeds of mony of our native forest
trees. The results sslislicd me that nothing woes wanting Dot a
betler noqurintnnee with the natore and labits of these sends fo
fnsure gueccss with them s nuiform'y as with any othors; conse-
gaently T gave the subjoct attentivn, amd by olscrvadion and ex-
peniment lesmesl how to manage oot only the trecg of our own
foreatz;, Lot mony forcizn varfelies, I would nob be ooderstood
ko gay that F have planted seeds and rofsel treos of every speeis
ol reriety, Lot have cxporimented suflciently with the ditferet
rpesis 0 o Know whercof 1 write, My succoss wis suel that the
Furmoers' Club of the Amerfewn Tustitnte desived me to give ot one
of their mostinge an aceount of my experiments, which Td50 lirfefly.
This was publi=hed s o portion of ihe Tepart of (he mecting in the
Fow York Tbuse, aud from that copicd Ty other papers (hroughonk
the conntry. In consequence thereof, I have received mamy let-
ters ashing more definite informativn on different polnts, so wany
thal T have been wnable to reply to them so fully as I could have
wisluml

The fullowing puyes were written for ihe porpree of giving such
information as the pullic seem 1o destre. 1 have svoidel, so far as
[ could, the use of lwinnical and gcientific tevms, having written,
oot for professicnnl borticullurisls and men of selence, Lut for proce
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tical farmers. I bhovae therefore endenvored bo give the fow wmathe:
than the why, the pmetion] rather tham the thieoreticl.  The man
of lotters will also wndoubtedly fod moch to eriticlae in the Iitorey
charavivr of the beok; this foult I rvl,',c_;n:t. more than others ¢an g
but i T have so expressed myself that the reader can geb iy wmean
ing, I ghall be content. The book was widtten Tor the purpose
of ghowing others how to lenelt themeelves, and while doing 1t to
conduce to the wealth of the eonntey. 17 it shall afd in awaking a
more general interest in our noble foresh trece, enusing them io be
move fully oppreciated, nol only for thelr §otrinele worth, buot
Tecauwse they are of the mony bleasinga bestowed by the Creator upon
this our comntry, then my object will be fully soecmplished,

Wooneine, Aerch 3040, 160E
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INTEODULTION,

Every civilized nation feels more or less the need of an
abundant supply of fovest trees.  Whether needed for
timber to be used in the erection of houses, or in building
ships, or for the more common but nene the less important
purpose of fuel, there is nothing that contributes more
to the developmwent of all the sources of national wealth
and prosperity.  America has felt this need the least; but
the day is coming, if not alveady here, when her people
will look back with regret to the time when forests were
wantouly destroyed.

It is tree there have been many eases where it was neces-
gary to clear off the forest that the land mizht be enlii-
vated and furnish the food necessary for the early setiler;
but it iz well known that thousands of acres of valuable
timber have been removed from fand unfit for cultivation,
the retum from which would searcely support the laborers
who were emnployed in cutting and drawing it to the near-
est market, or converting it into charcoal and ashes,

The land from wlich these foresie were taken-is now a
silent waste, when, if the trees had remained upon it to
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this time, its inereased valne wonlil have pail the interest
ol its original cost and taxes, amd lett a lavge sorplus o
the awner,  Ilegrets over past follics will avail vothiog
unless they teach ns to be wiser in the fature.

In all of our large citiea anxions inguivies are made fer
that indispensable article, timber, I we wonld extend
commerce, ships and docks are needed, and for theze more
or less timber is required,  The builders, the houseless and
howeless, viely avd poer, know aml feel the weed of it
Trees snitable for piles now eommand tweunty to thivty
dollars each,  One of my neighlors a0t long sinee sold
one handved for three thousand dollars; ten yvenrs sinee
half thae amonnt would bave beew censidered an exorbitant
price.  Firewood on the loes of our great railrowds, miles
away from our cities, sells for =even and erght dellars per
cord 3 and if the demand coutinues to increase, seon it i
not be had for donble thar antennt, The demand inerenses,
althongh coal and ren are persistent eompetitors; but the
supply of wood deereases more vapidly.  There i= no rea-
son why the supply ghonld give out ) there is Taond enough
within rench of oor greas eities that lies nunealtivated, or,
what iz more lamentable, nnprofitalily enltivated, that
might be muade to mrow forests of good timber that
would return to their owners a large prolit on the invest-
mient.

I know many large land-owners who have been toiling
for the past thirty years to lay np sometbing to keep thom
in their old aee and leave n balaneo to their children.
They I][;:'-'i_‘.' worn Lhem=olvas ol as well as ctheir Tand, aned

Ahat something for which they bave so arduously labored
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has not been obtained, and their children arve likely to in-
hierit a poor, worn-nut farm instead of that competeney
which theiv father oxpected to Lave left them, Suppose
theze men had beft cue half’ then farms covered with the
ariginal forest, or if' it wus already cleared when they cama
into possession they had planted one half with forest trees,
and then expended all their labor upon the other hinlf] they
wonld have prodneed better crops and with more profit;
one halt’ of their farm wonld have been riel, and the other
half covercd with o forest that would e o fortune worth
inheriting,

Thousands of men are toiling this day te lay up wealth
for their children, when if' they would invest a small
amount in land aod then plant o few acres of our best
forest trees, their money would grow inte a fortune by the
time their children had grown into mavhood,  To some
this may appear visionary ; bt the writer has lived long
enough to see trees grow from saplings that would hardly
bear his weight at ten years old, up to great trees two feet
in diameter, and lie has searcely passed the halfway house
of threc-seore and ten.

In many portiong of onr conntry we need forests, not
only for supplying us with timber, but for protection
against winds and hurricancs The fariner’s grain is often
prostrated by winds that nover reached his ficlds anil
thege protecting torests were destvoved,  Frit-orowers
are soeking the best means of shelter for their orchards, anil
a remedy for that dry atmesphere wiich sweeps throngh
their gaedens, shviveling ap their finest specimens, cheeking,
il vt entirely andldlatiog, their ardor for fruit-growiag,
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The little stream that former] v came singing amd danciug
down from the great wooed on the hill is now seen only for
a few weeks in the early spring and full, and then there is
nothing left but its dry pebbly track, 1s it pot time we
began to retence oursteps and again cover some of our now
barren hillsides and many of our valleys with these trees
which were not enly an ornament and Blessing to onr land,
but. would now be a seurce of inealenlable wealth?

The great West, with ity wide-reaching treeless proiries,
feels the need of forests even more than we do in the At-
lantic States.  The farmer on the praivies needs a shelter
from the winds, the value of which no one but those who
have experienced the want can appreciate. In noway can
guch a protection be provided Letter or cheaper than by a
belt of trees. Then the convenience of having timber near
at band for building tenees, stakes for vioes, trees, and a
thousand little necessities for which wood is indispensabde,

A farmer who has provided a belt of trees around his
farm has protected his fields from winds, nod his grain will
remain standing antil ready to harvest,  His frit remains
on the trees until ripe; and in a great measure his Doild-
ings are safe ngainst those fearful lurricancs which fre-
quently rush with such destructive foree across those level
plaing,  If people will persist in residing on those prairics,
they certainly onght to be proteeted, but they should learn
how te do it themselves, and not expeet that Nature will
rear it mevely for the asking, without putting forth an
effort on their part,

I havea vivid recollection of spending several years wear
those grand old prairies where the wind went and came



