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JAMES AMPHLETT,

WG HAB DEEN ATTLED
THE FATHER OF THE PRESS,
EXTENDING OVEE A FEHIOD
OF BIXTY YEARS IN CONNEXION WITH NEWSPAPERS,

LONDON AND THE COUNTRY.

“Using hesls instond of head s A,
T have seon what thon hast resd.” ~ HIA

LONDON:
WHITTAEER & Co., AVE MARIA LANE,

AN
W. WARDLE, SHREWSEURY.
1860,

252, W, S,



DEDICATION,

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.* .

Bz,

Ir is not from any particular or general concurrence in
your views and opinions that induces ‘me to dedicate this small volume
to you, but from the higher consideration, that the undisputed as-
cendancy of the Toers has made it the Netional Journal, end a paper
nacessary to be read by every atatesman on the continent who is desirous
of knowing and appreciating the reletive and varing interest of this
Country in the European compact.  This may be said without any
disparagement to other daily papers, which have a fare proportion of

" public support, and merit sufficient to sustain it.

By a daring snd liberal expenditurs, you have retained the .
availabls talent of public writars in the different departments of your
Journal, at home and abroad, and are of more service to the govern-
ment in being independent of it either us an cificis] or semi-official organ,

You shrink not from the free discussion of all public measures,
and the conduet of all public men; T exercise the right of my own
private judgment, end differ no further with others, than may tend to
disclosa the respective independence of mens minds.

I take the hroad maxim, that what a man believes to be right,
is right to him, -

1 have the honor to be, respected Bir,
Your's faithfully,
JAMES AMPHLETT.

Beveny Corraoe,
FemeEwssrey, FEBRUARY, 1860,



The folinwing Notices of the death of the duthor of this Work
ars sxlracted from the Shrewsbury Newspapers.

DEATH OF THE “ FATEER OF THE ENGLI3H PREES."

W have this day to reccrd the deeth of cne of ths oldest and moet respected
matnbers of ' The Fourth Estate” in Enpland—Mr, Jumes Amgphlett, who
departed thia life, yesterday, st his residence, Severn-cottags, in this town,
full of years and jourmalistic hoours,

The death of Mr, Amphlett has broken one of the few remaining links which
bind, a8 it were, the past and present age of journaliem together. Writing hia
firgt * leader”—and leadors wers source things in eountry newspapers at that
time—upwards of sixty years age, in p Staffordohire newspaper, the mind cen
scarcely grasp the idee that it waa only soma ning yeam sinee his last compo-
gition of the kind wus inserted in our ombsmpornry the Jowmsl, of which
paper he was for several years editor, Haviog a nics perception of the ameni-
ties of journolism, bhe wes opeochearted and generous as & politice! opponent,

) snd while he wpheld bis party he never éndangered personal friendehips. Binca

his retiremert from the active dutiea of editorial lifs he has contributed much
to varlous newspapers, our own among the number; and whilst the decadence
of his once-masculine powers was visibla in his compoeitions, there were the
unmistakeabls signs of that strength of iztelleat which unrelenting Time had
in process of years been graduslly deadening. In early days Mr. Amphlett wes
8 powerful, vigorous, and sarcastic writer, his apt illustrations, witty pointa,
and extensive resding combining te give fores to the productions of his pen.
Hin last effort was the compilation of o volwme of * Recolleotions,™ bat he did
nat live to sse them published (although nearly ready.)

-Mr. Amphlett was well known to and Intimate with several of the lesding
politiclans and thestrical celebrities of the enrlier part of the present century,
nnd muny were the curious anscdetes of their sayings and doeings he stored in
his retantive memory, During his long life he was conmected with various

@ewnpapers either as proprister or editor, and his comprehensive knowledge of
foreign palifice cansed his writings to be greatly notived.

Cheerful and velligent, s hearty and joviel companion, bis scolety wae
extengively courtsd, and “many a time and oft' has he set the table in o roar
by his sellies of wit or hia ready reportee, He hos departed from smeng us in
o green old ege, having stteined eome fiffcen years beyomd fhe proverbial
t {hree soore and fen 7 and while we, af brother journalists, say, * Peace to
his ashea” we may be permitted to add our personal tribute of sincers swtesm
and regard for him s & friend — Shrewsbury Chroniols, Judy 2006, 1850,

THE LATE JAMES AMPHLETY, E8Q,

Our obituary of this week oontaine the death of this highly-esteemed gesntle-
man, who hag for eome yeare past sooupiad o somewhat prominent position in
thia town as ome of it literary celebrities. He was for o great mumber of
-




yoars conneeted with the newspaper prees, for so many years indeed that'he
waa oomaidersd ite oldest member, and haw boon styled, perhape not mappro-
pristely, the * Father of the English Press” He commenced his Literary
Iabours, some wixty years ago, an the editor of the Sleferdabire Advertiser.
Binoe that time ho had been almoet uninterroptedly counected with the hrosd-
sheet.  From 1845 to 1853 he was the editor of thia Jowrnal, after which tims
his sotive mind found congenial oerapation In sontributing to many first-class
journala and periedicals, with which Lis compositioos found ready aeceptance,
from the talent with which they were writen, As a social corupanion he had
few equals, his retemtive memory, and his asguaivtancs with long bygons
historical and political itcidents and prominent pareonsges, ever affording hine
ready opportunity of keeping alive the Intevest of & company, either by his
sterling intelligence oc by hia piquant sallies of wit and humour, for which he
was remarkabls, Hin latest productlon, and ome which it was the last and
deareat wish of his heart to ses published, & wish destined not to be realised,
was 8 yolume of ** Becolletions of the Newspapar Prass,” which is now nearly
ready for publication. Mr. Amphlett has pagsed from among us at the ripe
old age of 65, with faculbes almoet wnimpeired to the last, respectsd and
regretted by a large cirde of friends and acquaintanoes.—Sheswebiry Journal,
July L¢8, 1RED.

DEATH OF JAMES AMPHLETT, EBQ.

We regrot the duty devolves upon us nfmmmgthedmthufhmu
Amphlett, Eag. which took place on ﬂm night of the 19th instant, at his resi-
denee, Severn Cottage, in this town, at the petriartohel age of 85, Mr. .&mphle‘tt
haa been, and not uajustly, often etyled * the father of British Press Itis
more then sixty years ago whes he eommenced his Editorial carcer in Btafford-
ghite; from that pe until nbout BIE}lt year' agn, he has been either as
pmprMm' or editor, actively engw cru:n.ahs:& when he resigned the
editorial management of a5 mnEwAhwh he had been for several
vears connaeted.  Hin abilities as o journalist ware well known and duly
apgmhtad by & large circle of remders, amongat whom he numbersd many
, and we believe few, if nny, were his encmien. Tlmnghatthn
noﬂ. wa have mmod. T m.ited froem he mora onerous duties of an editor ;
E didnntg{w.lu'p entirely hia connaxion with the prul,butupwuhmt
period before his desth, he waa in the habit of contriboting to various Journsls
_..Zm:;wd Abbisn, the Shropskirs Conservnfive, and othors. He possesssd an
unusnelly intimate arquainianea with forelgn politics, his knowledge of them,
which was the of years of rareful and ohservetion, r hitw
an authority of no mean onder vpon meny of the most important Furopesn
topies of the day. Do bis Jong eareer he had mixed with many men of

eminence in ﬂ:a poliﬁul, , And the theatrical world, and profited by
the intercourse; his fine memory richly stored with a copioms fund of
mﬁmmmmﬂmcdam,frwmwhnhhe ¥ drew for the amnsoment

of thoae with whom he wea in compeny, His viporous intellect was well
w;mrﬁ by & conatitutional Qhae ness which never forsook him, and when
full of yeare—he ehufled off this mortal coil, he resigned with perfict
tranquility his npint to Hiro whe gave it.  He waa ngemnl companion, social,
and affeble, ever ready to comtribute to the enjorment of those with whom he
mezocinted ; and his loss will be felf and deeply re Ly those who hed the
pleasure of his Mﬁuﬂntanm, and not lenst of all by the writer of thia brief
u'hw..ln y moties.  Mr, Amphleti s last licerary work, l:mhraum%;' Recolloctions
of his lifs and times," unmrtn.nats'[? he haa not lived to sre :\1!. :II. will
however soom be pu.blluhad, sad m.ll he o volume of mere
interest. Im recordimg the departure of so gifted a member of the
tu which wa belong, we cannot help as uﬂ.ng to nru.m it in not ¥, be
eareir long or short, that wo eh again.” Fmraﬂ
old friend, Sit 868 torra Jewis.—Shropahive wawau\’u, July $1st, 1860, =



PREFACGE,

Tum Author of the present volume of Missellanics, must spologise for o number
of vorbal and literal errors which will eppear inthe work, from bisnot being able {0 rend
the proofs, nor with the dull ear of eighty-four fellow a reader with recuracy.

It is now sbout tm years sinoe I woa {odd by several personal fricads,—a fact
pretty well known to myself—that T had passed half & century in connexion with the
Newsprper Press; end that T ought therefore to publish o small veluma of political and
postical soraps, descriptive of characters and events worth noticing. T observed thet with
the advantage of my being in possession of files and docwments T might do something in
geding such B work out, but that I had not proserved s singls scrap of pross or verse
during the previous fifty yenrs.

An implied bargain waa then mado ;—I took the records snd recollections of the
past, &nd o fioy ladics and gantlemen tock the selsscrs and old newapapers and paste, and
vaila fowt.

I offer no cxcusa for the froedom of my politica] strictures; 1 had defended
through all times, and against all comars, the Integrity of the coustitation in Church xnd
Btate, subject to much Improversents and refirma as were ¢alled for, md justified by the
incressed knowledgn and intelliguncs of the pacple,
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