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PREFACE.
_D—

The compiler of this small collection of FPoems, conviders it
hiz duty do explain why he ushers inle being lhis same Hitle
volume, when there are already so many worke of a similar kind,

It is perfectly irue that there are, in point of number,
quite sufficient of these compilations, bui it iz likewise right to
slaie, that there are very few, if any, small collections of choice
and first-rate Poems,—poems which are fitted end pleasant to
the capacity and taste of the young,  With this idea, and having
in vain soughl for a cheap and really genuine colleckion of
poetry, arranged in a progressive form, I have for the use of my
own Pupils, and af the desire of several engaged in insirucling
the young, selected those which are generally esteemed the best
juvenile pizces of our gread Poctt. I have been careful nof to
infuse any of those *' Original Poems," which so abound in every
work of this kind that f have ohanced to meet with, and which
Jrom their decided medioerity, and oftentimes actual absurdily,
are most sll-fitted to the Pupil, and far from plessant to the
Teacher, ' I could enumerale upwards of a dozen Scheol poetry
books, filled with original poems written by wnknown poets and
poetesses, with nol one pisce of decided meril in them, but full
of the verigst trash that a child could be made fo lesrn by rote,
And why is this? We bave Wordsworth, Cowper, Campbell,
Pope, Mrs. Hemans, the Hon. Mrs. Norton, and many others,
of the highest note and celebrily, all of whom have written some
pieces admirably caleulated for young children,
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I do think therefore that with this rich harvesi on our
shelpes, we might let our children drink from the purest fosntaing,
and not force them to be satialed with that, which in ke end,
will rather disyust then delight. .Aad here I am led to
remark that it is erroneous to suppose that yowth has no taste
Jor fine poctry, nor suffiient judqment to distinguish betrween a
well writien poem, and a badly wrillen one ; your trie schoolboy
possesses an insiinclive relish for what is noble, elevated, pure
and truthful in Poetry. And this will apply to the young
baginner, as well as lo the more advanced pupil ; all can and do
appreciale good poelry, when il is suiled fo their capacily and
ages

I am not an adoocale for children spending ioo much time
in learning posiry, a3 some are intelleciually disqualified from
readily refaining il in their memories, and are apt in consequence
do take o dislike to Poetry aliogether, if made lo learn it very
ofien, as is too freguently ihe case, The teacher should en-
deavour o make this pariicular branch of study as agreeabls
and pleasant as possible, and this cannot be the case if dtina
lessom of frequent occurrence, which would soon lead fo saliely
and dislike in the best disciplined and cleverest child, Onee
or hwice a weak, and hwo or three verses each lime is, I consider
quite enough for & youwlhful pupil, as his olher lessons musi
equally conduce fo improve his memiory, and strengihen his mind.

In learning Poetry, I think the pupil should not only be
made to reiain the verses in his memory, but he ought to have the
subject of them well explained to bim, 8o that be may thoroughly
undersiand ifs import, and fully comprehend the meaning of svery
portion of #.  This was my chigf molive for appending a few
noles al the end of almost every piece, as I thought that by this




FREFACE, ¥

means the Teacher would be led fo follow wp my suggestions
and deductions, whick would render the lesson atiraclive and
morally useful, dnstead of being a Tesson fo be learnt by role,
without any signification or end, and then thrown aside. In
ihis, as in every other branch of education, I do think thata
Little well said, and fully comprehended by the child, is more
Judicious and useful, than a lengthened leszon repeated without
explanation or remark.

I have attempied, and I frust with some little success, to
arvange Lhese pieves in o graduaied form,—beginning with some
of the simpler poems and winding up with the more difficult ones,
20 as fo prepare the pupil by progressive lessons o be able in the
end to read, and recite the deeper and mors magnificent
productions of our great Bards,

W. H. CoepEavx.

CANTERBURY.
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