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REPORT.

The undersigned were appointed a commiszion, under the authority
of the Public Laws, Chapter 1363, passed st the January session,
1906, *to arrange and consolidate sll the statutes of the Btate, gen-
eral and permanent in their nature.”

We were ready to report at the January session of the General
Amsembly of 1908, but, it being understood that many acts of great
importance were to be intraduced at that session, it was deemed
advisable to postpone the report untzl the present session of the
General Assembly. The wisdom of this course is manifest from the
fact that at the last session of the General Assermbly many new laws
were engeted and imporiant changes made in existing laws. The
Hales Act, the Warchonsemen's Act, Inselvency Act, the Banlang
Law, the Pure Food Law, and the Automobile Act were passed at
the last sersion of the Cencral Azsembly and are now incorporated
in the present revisivn.

More sweeping changes were masde in the Ganeral Laws in the pe-
riod between 1896 snd 1909 than in any similar period in the history
of the State. Since the (eneral Laws of 1896 were enacted, amend-
ments to the eonstitution required sweeping changes in the laws
affecting elections and the organization of and procedure in the courts.
In addition to these changes, many new statutes have been enacted.
In the outline of the revision, the commission have followed, a= far
a3 possible, the gemeral outline of the revision of 1806, and have
adopted, wherever practicable, the same titles and the same arrange-
ment.

At the putset we found that our duty to ‘““arrange and consolidate’’
could not be fulfilled by s mere substitution of public laws in the
place of sections of the General Laws which had been amended, and
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4 REFORT ON REVIRION OF LAWSA.

while we have mada no fundamental chenges, we have, in many
instances, been obliged to rewrite sections so as to make them har-
monize with the other laws atid more clearly express the intention
of the legislature. In many eases we have found amendments upon
amendments of the same seetion, lesving the law in confusion;
sections repealed which evidently conld not have been intended to
ba repealed; and, in some cases, sections amended which had pre-
viously been repealed. Apain we have found that the effect of some
Public Laws was to repeal, by implication, large portions of chapters
in the General Lawa not mentioned in the Public Laws and evidently
not considered,

We have endeavored to keep strictly within the limitations of our
powers, so far 83 this could be done, but have made such changes
az we considered necessary in order to amend or repeal sections
which were so clesrly inconzistent with the later laws as to leave no
question of their repeal by implicat\iun'.

While cur report of changes does not snow in detail what has been
done with seetions gnd ehapters whieh heve been repeatedly amended,
we have considered the effeet in each cave and have incorporated in
this report the final change made in cach particular case,

We are preatly indebted to our secretury, Edward (. Stiness, Esg.,
for the very cfficient service which he has rendered.

The index, which is & very important part of sy revision, iz heing
prepared by Bertram 3. Blaisdali, Kaq., Clerk of the SBupreme Court.

WALTER R. SBTINESS,
SAMUEL W. K. ALLEN,
JOHN 8 MURDOCE.
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MEMORANDA.

Title I.

CBAPTER 1.

From Section 3 the following has heen stricken: “Lot of
land on the westerly side of South Mgain etreet in the city of
Providenee, purchased ss a aita for  custom house,” the United
Biates no lunger owning thix site.

And we have added to aaid chapter the matter following the
clause, in Section 3, beginning " Conster’s Harbor Island,’” on
information cbtained from the War Department.

CHAPTER 2.

We have inperted Public Laws, 1099, April 16, 1503,

We have inserted Public Laws, 330, May 13, 1896, and
made the changes made neeessary by the Court and Practice
Act.

We have added as Section 8, Publiec Laws, 1050, Decomber
10th, 1902,

CHAPTER 3.
We bave atricken out the words “‘the District of,” for the

reason that the Distriet of Narragansetd hae been incorporated
into a town.

CHAPTER 5.

We have inserted as Section 3, Public Laws, 460, May 19th,
1897,



Bec. 1.
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Bec. 3.

Sec, B,

Sen, 11.
Bar. 16
See. 18,

Bpe. L.

Bec. ¥.
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REPORT ON REVIBION OF LAWS,

Title II.

CHAFTER 6.

We have inserted az Beciion 1, Public Lawa, 808, striking
out the words in sald section after the word “Provided,”
through the words “and provided further,’ sinee that portion
of =aid section was for a temporary purpose.

We have added as Section 5 of this chapter, Public Laws,
b82, as amended by Publie Laws, 1459,

CHAPTER 7.

We have ndded to sald section, at the end thereof, “and in
the city of Pawtucket sz provided in Chapter 8, Section 38,"
to eonform with the requirernents of the act eresting the board
of eanvausars and registration for said city of Pawtucket.

We have inserted ws Seetion 2, Public Laws, 808, strilking
out the words at the end thereof commeneing “and provided
further, &' that portien of the section having hecome in-
operative.

We have stricken out in Section 8, all references to school
districts, on aceount of the abobition of school distriets in this
State.

Wa have inserted as Seetion 11, Public Laws, 808, Bection 3.

We have inzerted Public Laws, 508, Section 4.

This seetion has been sdded to conform to the provisions
of Public Laws, 1608.

CHAPTER 8.

We have made this seetion apply to both Providence and
Pawtucket,

We bave made this section apply to both Providence and
Pawtucket.

We have inserted Public Laws, 808, Seetion 5.



Hec, 4,
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REPORT ON HEVIBION OF LAWE. 7

We have inserted Public Laws, 808, Section 6.

We have inserted Public Laws, 808, Section 7.

We have reversed the order of these Sections.

We have added Public Laws, 583, a5 said sections, making
the necessary changes required by the Court and Practice Act.

We bave added these sections froin Public Laws, 363, re-
drafting the same.

We have inserted thia section from Public Laws, 798, re-
drafting it.

We inserted these sections {rom Public Laws, 1608,

CHAFPTER 9.

We have changed the day to the Tuesday next after the
first Monday in November, in accordance with Puklic Laws,
B0&.

CHAFTER 10.

Chapter 10 was repesled by Puhblic Laws, 820, here inserted.

In maid 829, we have made the following changes:

In SBection 1, we have made the law apply to both the eities
of Providence and Pawtucket,

In Bection 3, we have stricken out the words “city or town
clerk” and inserted the words ‘“officer designated by law."”

In Section 7 we have inserted Public Laws, 1229, section 20,

Hections 13 and 14, have been substituted by Publie Laws,
1228, Bections 21 and 22.

Section 14 we heve aleo made apply to the cities of Provi-
dence and Pawtuclet.

Bection 15 we have made spply to the cities of Providence
and Pawtucket.

Bection 16 of said chapter was repealed by Public Laws, 1229,
Section 23,

Bection 17 we bave made SBection 16,

Section 18 we have made Section 17.



