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STATE OF THE B0UL AFTER DEATH.

Fuke xxiil, 48— Jesur said unte bim, Vorily, Toay
wito thes, To-dey fhow shalt Bo with mo in

parafise"

To-par ia the firet anniversary of the con
seorstion of this chnroh. Itis also the second
anniverasry of the laying of the fnundation.
atona,

Thiachorch bears the name of “All Baints,”
—aot that it is dedicated o the Seinta; no,
a church ia the Honse of (Fod, snd is dedicated
to Him—and this chnroh, by ite neme * All
Bainte" exhorts ua to bless Him for all the
graces belowed wpon ell who have lived



holy lives npon earth, and who have deparied
in His true foith and fear,

Buch being the case, brethren, it seema not
unseasonable, that on this happy anniversary,
wa ourselves, who are still alive, and are per-
mitted to worship God in this chorch, should
meditate on the present conditionm of the
Bainta departed ; with whom—though they
are divided from ua for s litile while m
the body by death, like a party of fallaw-
travellers on the other mide of o stream, which
we have not yot passed —we are still united
spiritually, “in one communion and fellow-
#hip, in the mysticel body of Jesns Christ our
- Lard.™

For meditations on this mbject no words
can be more sppropriste then those of our
Dleased Lord to the penitent on the Crosa:
"Verily, I say unfo thee, to-day thou shalt
ba with Ms in Paradise, '

Consider, brethrem, his case. His com-
-peoion, who was crocifled with him, reiled



at Jexns, But he, of whom we speak, prayed
to Christ, thongh he saw Him forsaken by
Hie disciples, pierced with nails, crowned
with thorna, hanging on the Cross, and
working no "mirscle for Hia deliverance.
Yot his faith was not staggered by what he
paw. Throngh thet dark clond of sorrow ha
beheld the Tord of Glory. He confessed his
#ins ; he owned God's justios; he declared
Christ'd imnocemce; he preyed to Him sa
his Lord and King : *Lord, remember me
when Thon cdmest into Thy Kingdem.” Ha
ssked no present boon; he was content to
dis, in the hdpe thet at that fatnre day, when
He who waa sbout to die on the Cross wounld
come agsin in glory, he himself should not
be forgotter, Then, “Lord” he said, “re.
member me."

Our Lord read the snppliant’s heart; He
saw how gincers wae his repeniancs, and how
glrong waa hie faith ; He forgeve him his
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gsve him an immediate reward. Josms said
onto him : “Verily, I say nnto thee, to-day
thoun shalt be with Me in Paradiss.”

Brethron, in the fime that hae passed since
the forndation-stone of thia chorch was laid,
poma of onr desr fidends and relatives have
been taken fromus. What i3 their condition
now ! And we ourselves mmet scon follow
them. Where shall we then be? What
will become of our gouls when geparated by
death from our bodies ¥ These, surely, are
gquestinng of the deepest end most eclemn
interest ; and He who died for us, and who
will judge us st the great Day, has anaswered
these questions, perticalarly by His reply to
the penitemt on the Cross: “Verily, I say
unto thoe, to-day thon shalt be with Me
in Paradisc,™

Consider, therefore, dearly beloved, what
thess worda mesn,

On that day, very soon after He had gpoken
thowe words, Jeans died. He said : “ Father,
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into Thy hands 1 commend My spirit,” and
He gave op the ghosi-—that is, He breathed
forth His hnman monl. He expired. The
penitent also disd.

Their bodies were taken down from the
Cross. The body of the penitent was pro-
bably conaigned to the recepincle of the
bodies of condemned malefactora. The bedy
of our Blessed Lord wea, we know, laid by
itanlfin the new tomb of Joseph of Avimathme,
Hence 1t 38 clear thet the promise of our
Blessed Lord to the penitent, * Verily, 1 say
unto thes, to-day theu shelt be with Me in
Paradise,” did nof refexr to the penitents
Body. That was not with onr Lord's body;
snd the grave ia nat Paradize.

The promise of our Lord, therefore, re.
ferred ta the penitent's soxl, Ita meaning
waa this ; foday thow—that is, thy soul, thy
better part—ehall be with Me; fear nod,
thereiore, whatever may happen to thy bedy,
let that be osst into promiscuons heapa of
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dead in the dark charnel-house; yet foar
not, I know thy repentance, I ace thy faith;
thou hast owned Me as thy Lord and King,
therafore the wicked Gme shall not hort thee,
and I will not defer thy rewsrd. Verily, I
eay unto thes, to-day thoo—that ia, the
immortal part of thee—shall be with Me
» place of peacs snd joy. To-day thou shald
be with Me in Peradise

Brothren, two questions arise here—First,
How waa our Lord with the penitent on thet
day P Secondiy, What 1 Paradise, of which
He here apeaks ?

In enswor fo the Brst queetion, it is fo be
borne in mind, that our Blessed Lord is por-
fort man, as well 88 periect God. As perfect
moan, He has not ouly & hnman body bot-He
hes a human soul slse. It is of that human
sonl that 5t. Imke speaks when he says,
“ Jesus increassd o wisdom.” In Him, sa
God, and ag therefore imfinite in wisdom,
there was no room for mny ench increase.



