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PREFACE

[ p—

Durixe the present year three fulie volumes of
* Letters, Despatches and other State Papera preserved
in the Foreign Department of the Government of India,
15772—1785," have been printed by Autherity, under
the careful editing of Mr. George W, Forrest. The
period covers the entire rule of Warren Hastings.
* The present volume endeavours to exhibit in a
popular form the actual work of that great Governor-
General, as reviewed from the firm standpoint of the
original regords which Mr. Forest has pow made
available to students of Indian history.
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CHAPTER I

Frod CuvrcHILL To CALCUTTA
1732-1561

Warrexw Hastivaes, the first Governor-General of
British India, was bom at Churchill in Oxfordshire
on the 6th December, 1732, A few miles off, scross
the Worcestershire border, lay the manor of Dayles-
ford, which had belonged to Warren's forefathers from
the days of Hepvy IT down to the fivst years of George
II. Omne conspicuous member of the family was that
Lord Hastings, whose loyal sevvices to the House of
York were requited by Richard II with a violent
death., On his suceessor Henry VII bestowed the
Earldom of Huntingdon, a title which ere Tong fell
dormant until, in 1819, the right to bear it was
confirmed to Francis Hastings, as lineal descendant of
the second Earl, From another branch of the same
stoek hiad sprung the Eals of Pembroke, ene of whom
followed the banner of the Black Prince in the war
between Feter the Cruel and his brother Henry of
Castile.

At the close of the great civil war which eost
out fivst Charles both crown and Life, the fortunes of
the Daylesford family lhad undergone a sad eelipse.



