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PREFACE.

———

The Author of the following Tale deems
it necessary to say a few words in explana-
tion of the fanciful form in which he has
ventured to reproduce his sentiments on an
ever-recurting abomination that loudly calls
for suppression. This crying evil is the
wantonly cruel treatment of domestie animals
by those to whose charge they are com-
mitted. The chief among the sufferers
being that noble and useful creature—rHE
Hogse.
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It is obvious to all who have given the
subject the atiention it calls for, that the
main hindrance to an effectual reformation
of this abuse is to be found in the apathy
and indifference, manifested by the public at
large, at the infliction of shocking acts of
cruelty by ignorans and besotied men on the
belpless victims of their brutality. And it
follows, that until & more sctive spirit of
sympathy on Dbehalf of this perfection of
God’s creation is awakened, and a corres-
ponding feeling of indignation is aroused in
the hearts of the whole community, against
the perpetrators of such enormities, but little
real improvement can be reckoned on.

Police functionaries, it would seem,
scarcely regard such occurrences as worthy
of their cognizance, for they very rarely in-
terfere to check them, unless when urged to
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do so, in some very flagrant case, by a
bystander more humane than his fellows.

Public opinion, if it ean be stimulated to
raise its powerfal voice, can slone rescue
suffering animals from this uncessing, sense-
less persecution on the part of man—* civi-
lized man.” This potent influence should,
therefore, be earnestly and constantly invoked
by those whose Christian feelings prompt
them to be “wup and doiog” in aid of
so good a cause. Let them resort to every
practicable mode of impressing society
at large with a sense of the duty and res.
ponsibility it owes to a bepeficent Creator
in the due appreciation of, and proper care
for, the ereatures he has given for man’s
use,

Amongst the various ways of attempting
to attain this object, the employment of
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fiction, even in its most fantastic form in
making available the machinery of Oriental
romance, may not be deemed either frivo-
lous or uninsiructive. At all events, the
writer of this unpretending work has not
hesitated to make the experiment, believing
that wany readers who may take it up in
the expectation of merely deriving amuse-
ment therefrom, may duly pocder descrip-
tions and details of a painful nature, that
they would turn from if formally narrated as
facts. Some * good service” recruits, may,
it is hoped, be thus won from the ranks of
the apathetic, or the indolent, willing to be
enlisted under the banners of the actively
humane,

In concluding these remarks, the writer
rejoices to be enabled to state, that his for-

mer efforts in the same cause, have not been
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altogether in wain, Several distinguished
noblemen, and other influential persons,
having come forward, unsolicited, to tender
their aid and co-operation in calling atten-
tion to this question, and more particularly
to pledge themselves to neglect no opportunity
of bringing offenders to justice in all cases
that may fall under their notice.






