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INTRODUCTION.

Tue First Gospel, pronounced by Renan “ the most
important book Christendom—the most im-

rtant book which has ever been written,” enjoys,
ike the Foarth, the distinction of being repnt«:g;;
the work of sn Apostle It has gone from the
, ; corliest days under the name of Matthew, the
=" tax-gatherer of Capernaum who was called by the
Master from his seat in the custom-house, and
signalised his conversion by a banguet in his
house, bidding to it not only Jesus and His
disciples but his own former sssociates, that he
might confess to the latter his new allegiance
(Matt. ix, 9-13 = Mark §i. 18-17 = Luke .
27-32). His name had been Levi (Mark, Luoke),
but, according to the custom of the day, when he
became a new man, be got, like Simon and Saul of
Tarsus, & new name, Matthew, *the Gift of
Jehovah " (ef. Greek Theodore). His training had
made him *a ready writer” and fitted him for the



