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PREFACE.

Tee Birds of Aristophenes has always been veprried as
one of his moat delightfnl pieces. Like the Clouds, it is
comparatively free from the objectionable license of thought
and languapgn, which deforme eeveral of hie playe to sach a
degree that they eannot be need in schools oe colleges, It is
true there are some passages m this play alko too freely exe-
tuted : but it has heen decided, on matar reflection, to let
them stand, eo as te offer the drama ertire, on the principles
which guided my decision in editing the Ciouds,

The text of this edition & reprinted from the Poetae
Beeniei of Dindorf. In the preparstion of the notss, I have
used Commentaries of Christian Daniel Beck, togather with
the notes mud Soholia edited by Invernizine; the notea of
Bothe, to whose valuable odition I am under preai oblige-
tions ; and the brief, bui excellent, anmotutions of Blaydes.
Credit in always given for what bas been taken from the
labors of thess distingaizhed acholars.

In additiocn to the critical apparains just mentimed, I
bave endeavored to explasin from other sonrces a branch
of theeubject to which lesz ettention has heretofore been
given ; — I mean the unteral hlstory of the birds, which are
very entertsining figures among the persoms of the play.
I have earefully examined Aristotle’s History of Animals,
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from which I have drawn illustrative descriptions. But it is
well knowo that a considersble portion of the birds of Aris-
tophanes are not mentioned in Atistotle's work, and some of
them are thought to be unknown, Several branches of the
natural history of Greeee has been almoat entirely neglected
gince the researches of the philosopher of Siagira; and hers
18 an epportonity for a naturalist, who is at the same time a
good classical scholar, to make valuable contributions both to
ecience snd philology.  Sibthorp’s magnificent work, the
% Flora Hellenica,” is ample on the Botany of Gresce ; but
comparatively little has been done in the deparimenta of or-
nithology and ichthyology.

I suspocted that the poot's sulection of birds was not made
at random, but that, in every instance, they were choren with
& special meaning, and to effect a particnlar purpose, in point
of art. In copsidering the pley from this peint of view, I
have been much indebted to my fiiend and collazgue, Profes-
sor Agasaiz, of whose profound and comprehensive knowl-
edge of omitholapy 1 have been permitiad to avail myself
in attempting to determine the epecies of some of the hinds
not hitherto identified; and T hoave eome io the eonclusiod,
that, in sll ¢ases, the chpraster and habits of the birdz are
exactly and curioosly adapted to the parts thuy perform i
the comedy, showing Aristophancs to have Been a careful
observer of natnre, a8 well a2 4 copsummate poet I have
also used with profit & &ble work, entitled © Beltracge zur
Ormithelogie Griechenlunds, von Heinrich Gruf von der
Miihle,” or, Ooniridutions to the Ornithology of Greeee, by
Henry Count von der Miihle; a work of interest and impor-
tance, though written without suy reference fo the classical
bearings of the subject.

Great care has been taken to illusirate the political al-
lusions, and the aspplication of judicial expressions, in the
course of the piece.  For this purpose the exeellent writings
of Hermann, Smith, and Boeckh have been freely cited. St
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John's admirable work on the Maoners and Cusioms of the
Hellenes has alio been consulted.

It is probably imposaible, at present, to feel the full foree
of the wit and gayety of Arivtophanes, much of which
turned vpon temporary and local relations. Still, s careful
study of contemporary history, political and judicial instita-
tions, popular prejudices and delnsiong, and the influence of
orackes and other meany of working upen ignorant or even
coltivated credulity, will make all ihe material points of the
comedy of Aristophanes sufficiently clear.

The eatire of the Birds iz more playfil, comprehensive,
and genial than that of any other of the poet’s comedica
The spirit of parady apd burlesque, which is a general trait
of the Aristophanic drama, here displays itaclf most freely
and amusingly. Even the sclemn genivs of Pindar docs
not cacaps entirely the poet's whimsical perversions. The
dithyrambic poeta in general are upsparingly ndicoled ; the
philosophers and men of acienee are not allowed to pasa
uatopehed ; while proflizates and impostors of every class
and deseription are here, a3 wall as in the Clonds, held
up to scorn and contempt.

Much discossion has heen held upon the question s to the
specific objsct the poet aimed st in his plan. Some have en-
deavored to show that the mais drift of the piece is to exposs
the folly of the Athenisna in their dreams of universal em-
pire, at the time of the Siecilian Expedition ; and theee crities
have fancied they eould identify, not only the politieal parties
in the Peloponnesisn War, but individuzl characters in the
history of the times. This ia pressing mattcers of Bet oo
far in judging of a poetical work. No doubt Ariatophanes
sooght to lay the foundstion of all his pieces in the actual
Iifs, public and privats, of his #ge. But lis genius could
not 80 completely bind itself to the prasaic realities around
him. His Pegnaua trod the firm earth, bt never bowed his
neck to the yoke. Bome of the leading jdeas wers unques-
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tionably suggested by the populsr madnesa which the versa-
tile snd profligate genins of Aleibisdes had done so much to
kindle among the Athenians of hin time; bot the ground-
work only of the piay was laid in political passions and his-
torical eventa. That established, the peet gpave freo scope to
hia brilliant fancy, boundloss wit, and uneorpassed powers of
invention, and prodnced a poem, not only fitted to mmuse and
delight hir countrymen, but to interest the lovers of litern-
ture in future agen, by the richost onicn of eportive satire and
creative imagination that the comic theatre of Athens ever
witnessed.

The following Arpument it somewhat condensed from the
works of the poet (3ray. It ia preflxed io the spirited trams-
Iation of the Rev. Henry Franeiz Cary.

This new edition has heen earvfully revised, not only by
myself, but by my friend Professer Goodwin, who has added
valuable noiea and illpetrations, His excellent work on
the Gireek Moods and Tepses has heen constantly ueed, g
the student will find by numerots refersnoes, indicated by
the letter G., seattered throvgh ke oommentary.

. ¢ FELTON.
Casaginod, Mervh 1, 1861,




ARGUMENT.*

% Epmrroes and Pisthetaeros, fwo ancient Athenians,
thoronghly weary of the folly, injustice, and Ltigions tem-
per of their ocunitrymen, determine fo leave Atliea for
good and all; and bhaving heard much of the fame of
Lpops, king of the birds, who was oneo a man onder the
nemé of Tereos, s0d had merried an Athenian lady, they
pack up a few ecessary uiencils, and sct out for the court
of that pringe, under the ocondoct of a Jay and & raven,
birds of grest distfmction in augury, without whose di-
roation the Greeks npever underiook snyihing of com-
sequence. Their errand iz to inguire of the hirds, whe
arg the groateat travellors of any nation, where they may
meet with a guief, easy settlement, far from all prosecn-
tiong, lawsnifs, end sycophant informers, te paas the re-
mainder of thelr lives in peace and liberty. ’

#“The seene ia & wild, unfrequented commtry, which
torminates in moonisins; there ihe old men are eeen,
{accompanied hy two slaves, who carry their little bag-
gage,) fatigned snd fretting at the carelesmess of their
guides, wha, though they cost them a matter of a groat
in the market, are good for nothing but to bite them by
the fingers and lead them out of the way. They travel

# Works of Gray, odited- by Bathise, Vol IT. pp. 151160,



