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APOLOGY,

These heckonings are real beckonings.
They were discerned nol in dreams, nor
i1 hooks, but through the rolden atmos-
phere of family life, in the sweet seclusion
of the home. '

But “nomne of us liveth to himself”
We are all children of one Father. If
the messages that have come to us have
helped us, we must pass them on. Some
things are too sacred to be kept forever
secret.  Ewvery high and holy experience
is a trust, sacred to the high and holy need
of those to whom we are sent to minister.

There iz a world of childhood, under-
rated, misunderstood, slighted, snubhbed,
thwarted, oppressed.  Yet while the chil-
dren—whom cur Lord thought worthy

of exalting as our model—are held in the
vii



viil i APOLOGY,

meanest kind of subjection by those who
love them, they remain bravely patient
and loyal,

With four litile ones pointing to this
truth, the question brought squarely be-
fore me was, not whether 1 had a right to
speak their message, but whether I had a
right to withhold it

The result was the first edition of these
studies. It was printed privately, and its
circulation restricted to such as presuma-
bly would sympathize with its spirit, and
appreciate what the excoution of such a
trust [rom my little benefactors meant,

At once, appeals for an unrestricted
issue were pressed from near and far,
from stranger and from friend ; from par-
ents conscious alike of their ignorance
and their responsibility ; from the clergy,
from kindergartners, primary teachers,
and persens eminent in educational, liter-
ary, and other walks where the child is
studied from either the scientific or the
humanitarian point of view. For nearly
two years the avthor was thus advised of



APOLOGY, ix

his moral obligation to make accessible
to the public that which it could not ask
as a gift, but which it had so cagerly
sought—for childhood’s sake.

The present edition is therelore a long-
considered response to the importenate
pleas of the child-lover, and a renewed
plea to the people in behalf of the children.

The chapters may be reparded progres-
sively as alfording perspective views of
truths revealed in  child-development
While in this sense they are closely re-
lated one to another, yet ecach chapter
has its individual compicteness, If this
may appear to inhvolve occasional repetli-
tion, it emphasizes the fact that the bool
is not a memair, but a hook of principles.
It is only because those who faught me
those principles happen to be my children,
that I cite my children to illustrate those
principles. Il the work memorializes, it
does so incidentally, not of direct inten-
tion. Its purpose is both to awaken sym-
pathy and to inform. It pleads for justice
to children by exhibiting some phases



