ON MR. SPENCER'S FORMULA
OF EVOLUTION AS AN
EXHAUSTIVE STATEMENT OF
THE CHANGES OF THE UNIVERSE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649662593

On Mr. Spencer's Formula of Evolution as an Exhaustive Statement of the Changes of the
Universe by Malcolm Guthrie

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



MALCOLM GUTHRIE

ON MR. SPENCER'S FORMULA
OF EVOLUTION AS AN
EXHAUSTIVE STATEMENT OF
THE CHANGES OF THE UNIVERSE

ﬁTrieste






ey T I e

ON MR SPENCER'S

FORMULA OF EVOLUTION

A8 AN EXHAUSTIVE STATEMENT OF THE
CHAKGES OF THE UNIVERSE.

BY

MALCOLM GUTHRIE,
—

FOLLOWED PY A RESUME OF THE MOST IMPGRTANT CEITICISME
OF EPENCERB “ FIRET PRINCIPLES"

LONDON:
TRUBNER & €O, LUDGATE HILL

1874,
[ AR vights reserved. |






Bl(53
FyGE

INTRODUCTION,

Tams eriticism i not written in a epirit hostile to the
doctrine of Evolution, considered as a development ac-
cording to natorsl orders of sequence from the more
simple to the more complex, nor to the theory of the
dovelopment of the higher organisma from the lower.

Fres from sl biss, il is gimply intended- to be 2
logical examination of am important theory which has
" been placed before the thinking world for its acceptance.

This eriticiam I present in the following manner:—

First, I ask what Mr. Spencer means by FPhilesophy,
and what is the problem it involves, I find, according
to him, that Philosophy is completely unified knowledge,
and that

Tor PropLEM oF PHILOSOPHY
I8

To state an intelligible formula, whick, by its application
to the Homogeneous, will expluin, and enable us fo construct,
tdeally, all the changes of the untverse,

I then enter upon au inquiry inte Mr. Spencer's For-
muls of Fhilosophy, which, though intelligible, appears
[
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¥i INTRODUCTION.

to me insuflicient, inesmuch as its two factors, Matter
and Motion, do not afford an explanation of the facts of
life snd mind.

1 then attempt to amend the formula by the introduc-
tion of the term Foree, which BMr. Spencer largely employs
in his preliminary expesition, but which he has after-
wards allowed to drop out of the formula, and I then
find that the amended formula, though sufficient, is
unintelligible.

I next endeavour, from & study of Mr, Spencer’s ex-
pogition, to frame a formula which shall be & true repre-
sentation of 1b, but which, at the beat, I am only able to
make a gufficient formula by making it vague, and to that
extent anintelligibla.

From which it results, that slthough the chapges of
the universe, in all ils departments, conform {o certain
general processes of development or Evolution, and thus
present & general similatity in the order of their changes,
yet we caonot state an intelligitle formuln, whick, by its
application to the Homogeneous, will enable us to account
for and coostruct, ideally, the changes of the universe.

From this it follows, that bowever much I may ad-
mire, and however much our thinkers may value, some
of Mz Spencer’s grest peneralisations, we must come to
the conclusion that he has not succesded in solving the
main problem which he submits and setz down as the
aim of his work.

The implication is that no guch problem of Philosophy
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can ever be aolved, and that there is in the universe a
factor which is more than Matter and Motion, and more
than Force considered ‘as the sam total of them.

This factor, and ita import as & matter of acience and
of individual personal walue, is reserved for considera-
tion in the fifth and econcluding portion of this criticism.

As a matter of interest to the student of Mr. Spencer's
Philogophy, I sppend the results of a task which I
lately undertook for my own instruction. This consista
of a statement of the principal criticisme affecting the
essential theories involved in the work, so far as they
have come under my nobics.

This work 18 an elaboration of papers read before the
Literary and Thilesophical Soeiety of Liverpool, Sessions
187778 and 18%8-79. The refercnces are to “ Fimst
Principles,” third edition, Qetober 1875,

2 PargriELn. Roap,
LiveEapooL, Jure 1570,
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