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[From the Beport of the Commaittes of Fifteen.]

It g pranted thar e alf have frequent accasion fo condemn poor methods of
lstruciion as feqching words rothes than things,  Buf we adwnt that we mesn
emply sounds or choveclers rather faw tee words,  Qur sugpestions for the
correet method of deaching awoi, I s case, sieply fo laping siress on fhe
T maning of the word, and fo seliing the lemchiig process ok the rood of
analysts of comtewt vather than form.

“ The pupid must onif up the corvesponding idea 6y thoupht, mremory, and fmag
ination, or slse e word wil cedse fo be o wond, and remain orly o sound or

chargcrer."’



PREFACE,

—is

115 primer iz intended to be a pleasant feld of exercise

for children commencing te conguer print and seript. No
pains have been apared to make the book as simple ag possible,
Only a very few new words are introduced into each lesson.
The mechanics of reading have not been negleeted. Special
attention has been paid to the typogmphy. In fact the primer,
from preface to cclophon, has been written in the light of
Herbart’s dictam —every new text-book should make learning
easier for the learnar,

The Tntrodaction was prepared by teachers distinguished for
their snecess in primary-school work. The importance of their
help is gratefully acknowledged.

This little volume is nob a compilation, but & class-room cut-
growth. Beveral experienced Boston educators have kindly aided
1ts progress toward ita present form, and it owes much to their
wide practieal acquaintance with pi“i:l:nary—gmde pedagogics.

For critieal reading of the proofs thanks are extended to
Mr. Alfred Bunker, principal of the Quiney Sehool, and to hia
aceomplished assistant teachers, Mrs. A. T. Corliss, Miss Emily
Maynard, and Miss H. 3. Bolman; to Mr. Henry L. Clapp, prin-
cipal of the George Putnam School; to Miss Julia H. Cram, of
the Willhiams Behool; amd to De D. B. ldagar, principal of the

Btate Normal Hehool, Salam, Maas.
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To teach children to read well iz the hardest of class-room
tasks, Yeb it 13 only in late yvears that even the moest advaneed
primary schools have mads systematic efforts to bring their teach-
ing into line with the laws governing the child’s mental develop-
ment. In this primer it is sought, by the use of modern methods
of inatruetion, to make initiation into the mysteries of alphabetie
language lesa of a task and moro of a pleasure to young minds.

8001
Bosrox, May, 18846,



INTRODUCTICN.

e ——

A LESSON QUTLINE

TRITE the new words en the blackboard.
Pronounce and explain them.

Have the pupils pronounce the words.

Allow the pupils time to study the lesson.

Require individual reading.

Have sentevices Teard as wholes.

Insist on every member of the class reading distinetly encugh
to be heard by every other member.

NEED OF PREFARATICN.

You will save yoorself mieh labor and anxiety by planning
out ghe work of ench recitatiom at least one day ahead.

No matter if you have stndied o lesson ten times, study it again.
Faithful preparation will give yon new power and inspiration.
Ask youraalf —

What review should ba mada? What questions does the plet-
ure ¢all for? Ilow ean T best teach the new words? How ean
rote reading ba prevented? How can interest be arcused ¥

To such queries, or similar ones, the earnest teacher will soon
find the right answers, and then success is assured.

ATTENTICN.

Children will not give that kind of attention which we adults
give from a sense of duty, They will pive only the kind of

attention we give when we are interested.
wil
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A child may follow the teacher’s directions, and yet may not be
giving real attention. Chuiescence, or even acquiescence, does nok
always guarantes concentration of mind. Attention implies vig-
orous mental activity. .

Before your pupils begin to read, get them to tell yon what
they know about the lesson. Question them about the pieture,
Do not criticiee their lunguage go severely as to make them hesitate
to tulk freely.

When a child has read a few lines, direet him to close hia book
and to tell you what be has read. The next child, expecting to be
required to tell the substance of his reading, will therefore read
attentively.

Reading is said to be the key of knowledge. This aphorism is
not true absolutely. Adentive reading will open the locks of
Learning’s door, but thoughtless reading is sheer waste of time,

WORD REVIEWING.

‘Write on the blackboard a list of the words to be reviewed.

Pronounce each word and let the children individually repeat
your pronuneciation.

Bound (phonetically) each word and let the children repeai.

Pronounce the words and have the pupils sound them pho-
netically.

Bound the words and let the children pronounce them.

‘Write on the board sentences lacking words that the pupils
are to supply from the review list.

Have two children, standing at the board, compete in pointing
out words chogen, from the list, by other members of the class.

Name words and call on the pupils to eross them ont.

Sugpest words to be supplied from the list; for example, “(n
the board I pee the pame of a flower. Who will tell me the
name ? "

Call for volunteers to make up sentences comtaining words
found in the review list,



