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PREFACE.

Ir the maat intelligent men moving in common society were
asked to give & brief, clear, and connected aceount of all the
transactions of tha Russian War, from the begianing to its
present etage, he would first perbaps be surprised that any
body should need guch information. But he would immedi-
ately be gtill more surprised to £nd how diffienlt it was for him
to furnish it; that instead of being abls to atate off-hand, in
their real order and dus arrangément, the facta required, be
wonld be obliged to sk time for reflection ; and then even,
time to make references. He would discover that his impres-
sions, though very vivid respecting the prinoipal partiounlars,
were, aftar all, 8 mass of anachronous entsnglement and his-
torical confugion,

Perhapaaindeed, the very facilities whick now exist for pab-
lishing diwrnslly every premature version which may arrive of
affairs interesting to the public, hiave contributed to heap upon
the progressive reports of thid great war a burden of crude
measages and announosments which confuse the true chronicls
of facta; and, in short, we have not 8o much to kwrn the sory
88 to recall it auccinetly and to wnlearn the many sucossstvs mis-
slatements of ¢ Already the newspaper records of a single .
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year—etimulating, and, to our generation, novel and portentous
intelligence—uwith sscond versions, and third versions, and cor
rections, and alterations—exosed in bulk the immense history -
in ‘which Gibbon chronieles the stupendons revolutions, the
many memorable confliets, and the countless European vicis-
gitudes of fifieen centuries, -

It ia time to weed this literary wilderness; to preserve only
what is valuable; to put even that in its right place; and to
eupply & compendious, lucid, and reliable narrative of a con-
fliet which might be said to bave been long impending, and
yet which virtually took Eurepe by surprise.
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY
:*' a ‘ " ar TER ;
RUSSIAN WAR,
FROM rrs mmmm;mm T0 THE PRESENT TIME

THE ORIGIN OF THE WAR.
8o lengthy hava been the official documents from whichk the

wlleged canses of the war were to ba obtained, and sc cop-.

their details, that the maes of Americane have found it a
discouraging task to study them. Hence we have heard on
all sides, inquiriee g8 to the “grounde of the dispute,” the
“ pretexis for the invasion,” eto, Indicating the necessity of the
present ﬂblicat.iun-, affording a clear, however brief, statement
of the historical facts, o far as acceasible to us. These will
ghow that religious bigotry haa had mueh to do with the mat-
ter, as has been the frnth of too many of the conflicts that have

- degolated the earth. The various churches of Jernealam, and

“ the region round gbout Jerdan" generslly, have been slways—"

objects of veneration to the Beman- Cath aa well 0s o the
members of the Greek Church, The guardianship of their
holy shrinea had been ghared between them, the Greek Christ-
isns claiming under the protection of the Bultan, and tho
Roman Uathglic Christiang under France. Ths elaim of thi-
mm lfmteoborate by the French was hased on a treaty

in 1740. A number of eonventions had been “con-
cluded” by the interested parties, to use the language of diplo-
maay ; bus this, as 18 too often the result of tre:‘?fm, proved
only & technical * conclusion” of the difficlty. None of the
conventional arrangements had defined the rights of the
churckes with suffictent clearness to prevent contentions, Con-
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gaquently these were constantly springing up. The Sublime
Porte issued hiaﬁam,;laﬂning the religious Ipnﬂlpgau of his
(irecian subjects, while France aa pertinaciously insisted upon
the rights for the Cathalics. 'The dispute finally sss A
temper which ghowed it to be religious only in name, and
became a foolishly stubborn conteat between. i ug}ad
forward -and stimulated by political inirigwe. The Revolu-
tionary Government of the First B.e]i::;onlie was as warm in the
contest a8 the Catholic House of Qr , and the Protestant
Guizot gs either; and Louis Napoleon, when President of the
Republic, showsd an active desire to conciliate the clergy b
vigorously asserting the privileges of the Catholie Uhu:ch
Violent disputes having arisen g3 to the abstraction of a large
silver atar, placed above the Shrine of the Nativity, and the ques-
tion ga to which Church was bound to repair the cupols of the
Heoly Sepulchre, which was fust falling inte decay, in 1850,
General Aupich, the French Ambassador at Constantinop
recoived orders to institate an inguirgintoc the matter; an
cbiained the appointment of & mixed commission o consider

the dispute. The Lating claimed the exqlusive possession of

twalve “ Holy Places,” of which the four principal were the

-E:at capols of the Hely SeeEuIchm, the Tomb of the Virgin,
&

sreat ohuroh st Bathlehem, and part of the garden of
Getheemane. This claim the Gireeks disputed; but the com-
miggion considered the right as firmly established, the places
Laving been specially named in firmans granted to the ]ﬂm
The r of Tussia now interfered, snd, in an avtograph
letter to the Sultan, claimed for the Greeks the preservation of
all their ancient privileges in Jerusslem, and condemmed the
Turkish ministry for countenencing the pretensions of the
Lating, Unwilling to offend ao powerful a neighber, the Sual-
tan digmiseed the * mixed" commission, and appointed a pew
one, composed exclusively of CHtoman functionaries. While
this new commigsion was engmged in reinvestigating the dis

ute, Nicholags propossd fo the French President that the

should themsslves gsttla the %uesuon, leaviny to Turkey simply
the office of carrying out their wishes. To this suggeshon
Lowis Napoleon returned a decided negative, and ghortly after-
weards the commission presented thauull:g:'t. They propesed
that the great oupela of the Haoly Sep shonld be commen
pﬁoparty, that the Lating should have acoess to the Tomhb of
the Virgin, and a key of ihe church of Bethlchem. This
artangement was communicated to France in a -somewhst
apologetic manner, and was accepted under a Jp-ﬂmteet'b France,
regarving the discussion of the rights of the lating should the
question be retpened, The Emperor of Bussia now demanded,
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and the Porte conceded, the publication of a firman throughout

the Sultan’s dominion; maunciné;he'm arrangement This
step graaﬂ]' offended the French Government, and M, Lavaleita
was dispatohed to Conatantinople to demand the recall of the
firman. The Ruseian Arbassador, mixing in the dispute,
inmistsd that the key granted te the Ladine ehould be the key of
& side-pate only ; but the Portq adhered to its decision thut
they shonld have accesa to the principsl entrance, thua lm
the contending seets on sn eguality, At Jength the%‘
Government concedsd the issuing of the firman, on eondition
that it should be promnlgated with as little publicity aa possi-
ble. But here waz a new diffieulty. AAF Bey, the officer
L d with the eommirsion, upon arriving at Jernsalem, was
met by a clamorous demand from the Gireeks fora publiv read-
ﬁf’u the doeument, with all the vsusl parede and esramony.

fif Pey wrots homa for instrngtione, and the Bussian Ambas-
sador supported the olaims of the Greeks, and the Porte sent
new ordas -to Jernsalem for the publie reading of the frman,
The delivery of the promised key now besame the subject of
remewed discord end much snxious congultation. Again was
the whole gquestion discuased af Gonsmﬁnggle, und fipally the
previows decision wag conflrmed, and thé“key of the great-
Erhl of the Church of the Holy Bepuloloe handed to the

din monks. Nicholue was but little disposed to brook thiy
registance to his wishea: and it was st length snnounced that
& special ambesmador was to be dispatched from St, Petersburg
to Constantinopls, with speecifla demands and extraordivary
powers. Prince Menchikioff was intrested with this mission;
and thus, from the dispute of the "Holy Placea' becams
davel the germ of an Eurcpesn war. ].Zrmca Menchiloff
enberg{m Conatantinople on 1et, 1858, sand, on the follow-
ing day obtained au interview with the Sulten, His firsi step
was terized by an act of insolence, which marked his
whole proceedings.  According fo diplomatic etiquette, an

_-ambassador ia bound to-vigit tha-Foreign Ministar; this Men-

chileoff ohxlml’ibed to wﬁo, and Fuad iEﬂ’an i, who ﬂﬁ?n held tfﬂ:at
office, a high-spirited man, strergly opposed fo Russan influ-
ence, immea ':tgly igned. A ministerial crisiswas the result,
and so alarming did matters become, that Colonel Rose, then
the only British representative at the Porte, wrote to the
Admiral of the Maditermnean feet, requesting his presenes in
the Turkish waters. Admiral Dundas, however, did not deem
it prudent to comply with the request; and, in a few weeks,
Lord Stratford de Hedeliffe resumed his position aa ambasaador
at Conatantinopla,

There was now a new aspect of affaize, On the Sth of May'




