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PREFACE

This study bas grown out of an attempt to
formulate a generie definition of socialism. De-
seriptive definitions there are a plenty, but these
have the obvious shortcomings of all descriptive
definitions. They seem fo present little that
can be set np as the norm to which all variations
in the socialist movement can be traced. They
are naturally not in entire agreement for their
terms will vary according as one or another as-
pect of socialism is stressed. The unfortunate
result of this is that all discussions of socialism
tend to degenerate into controversy ahout the
meaning of the term itself, and not infrequently
lead to the most absurd asgertions about what
gocialists want to do.

In order to clear up this confusion it has
seemed necessary to seek for the fundamental
basis of the socialist movement, its grounds or
causes in the general social situation. Instead of
basing the socialist system on the formal and
rather materialistic science of economics, o o
Marx, an attempt has been made fo deduee the
social gystem required and ordered by the more
general science of sociology. Nevertheless it is



PREFACE

believed that the whele is in line with the teach-
ing of the best gocialists of all periods, and that
althongh the subject is approached from an ep-
tirely different and apparently hitherto neg-
lected point of vantage, the conclusions of “ geien-
tifie soeialism ™ are for the most part simply
bronght up to date and interpreted in modern
terms,

That thig attempt may prove of value in lead-
ing the many earnest students of social prohlems
to realize the real nature of the socialist move-
ment is the hope of the writer.

I'Loyp J. MELVIN,

BrooxLy~N, N. Y.



CONTENTS

CrarTER I. INTEODUCTORY . o « + v o+ & &

The Individunl and the ztnte; administration of

thinga vs. government of persons; appeal of the ideals

of socialism; why socislism iz delayed, socialism is

democraey not ochloctacy, not exclusively working
class; socialism as the sociologieal ideal.

PAOE
3

Cuarrer IL Varrovs DermniTions CossipeRen . . . 1l

Aa opposed to philosophicel individualism: individs
ualism not opposed by socinlista; socialism oot the or-
gonizgm but the organisation; the derivation of the
terma responaible for the supposed opposition; soeial-
jgm cobvdinate with individuslism. As opposed to
political imdividualism: orgnnization necessery under
socinlism ; roclalism complete organization; individual
not eoerced, organization temds to bocome unneces-
sary; socialism opposed bo amarchism. As opposed
to ethieal Individualiam: Christian practioe impossible
under present system; social reaponaibility implied in
Christinnity, Hocialism to be defined by its grounds
mdlé_-ausea rafher than by ils plans and probable
reauilfa.

CHaPTER TII. Soctonogloarn DEFIRTEIoN or Sooratisy . 32

The social unrest: the spirit of democracy—dus
to developing gocind solfconseicuasneass sovtalism an
extonsion of democracy ; its tendeney to unify soclety;
“social respomsibility.”  The soclological ideal stated :
ita fulflllment in socialism; Characteriativs of social-
fam: organizition, sovially pereeived ideals, fmtelli-
gent  deegision, demoeracy. Peeudo-sorcialistio activi-
tiea,—~their asignifieance for soctalisim.

Ciarrie IV, HoRoEs PRODUOInG BOCIALISM @ SPMRITUAL . 060
Civilization: socialization; regard for justice; elimi-
nation of chamee; systematizition of endeavor: ethical
and mathetie ideals, Huwanitarianism: ita rise; fts



