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MISSISSIPRI BOARD 0F HEALTH.

To His Excellancy, A. H. Longino, Governor of Mississippi :

Sik: We hava the honor to submit herawith the following re-
port of the proceedings of the State Board of Health for the years
1900 and 1901 &a required by Sec. 2272 of the Annotated Code

In 1800 and 1901 there were cxamined for llcense to practice
medicine in the State of Missisaippi in sccordance with the provie-
ions of the law 261 applicants and 158 were granted license., Tha
percentage of licentiates to the number of applicants, it will be ob-
gerved, is greater than in pravious years, This is due to the fact
that the Board has established a high standard of requirements and
all reputable medical colleges have adopted & four years course of
teaching bofore granting their diplomas. This has had the effect
of very materially elevating the standard of requirements for en-
tering the medical profession in the State of Missisaippi. The
classes of applicants in the last few years show decided improve-
ment in both general and medical attainments over thoss of ten
years ago.

At the time the present Board was organized small-pox was pre-
valling in the State to an alarming extent, so much so that the for-
mer Bourd, whose term expired with that of Gov. MeLaurin, rec-
ommended that s compulsory vaccination law be passed, This the
legislature failed to do, but enacted the following :

AN ACT to provide compulsory vaccination, and to provide s pen-
alty for enforcing same.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Mis-
sissippi, Thet the Board of Supervisora in the countles in which
small-pox exiasts, are hereby empowerad to pass ordinences for
visl.i.niﬁégr compulsory vaccination to enforce same a8 hereinaiter
P e, 9. The President or Clerk of the Hoard of Supervisors
ghall make application to the Secretary of the State rd of
Health for a suficient quantity of bovine virus to do the necessary
raca'fdm.rt;lnn.g. and the cost of eaid virus shall be borne by the county
B OPOEE .

Sec. 3.g The Board of Supervisors may make contracts with any
reputable physician or physi to do the vaccinating and pay for
same.
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Sec. 4, Any persco refusing to be vaccinated when requested
by the a.mhorlaod represantatives of the Board of Supervisors, shall
hed ne for 8 misdemeanor. Provided, however, satisfactory

ence of successful yaccination within the prmding fiva
shall eonstitute & sufficient defanse t.omx progecution under act.
See 5. That all acts in conflict with this act be and are hereby

pealod,
Sec. 6, That this act take effect and be in foree from and after

its passage.

Appg:ved February 8, 1900

Bigned, J. L. POwER,
Secretary of State.

It will be peen that this law left it to the option of the Boards
of Bupervisors whether or pot they ehould pass ordinacces reguoir-
Ing compulsory vaceination. Asa matter of fact many Boards of
Supervisors refused to take action and 1n others the management of
the disesse waa so ineffective that it continued to spread and cavsed
the lose of hundreds of lives. In one of the largest counties of the
Btate the following order was issued by the Board of Supervisore
and nddressed to the County Heslth Offcer :

EMALL-POX NOTIUE,

Dear 8lr:  Your appeal to the Board of Supervisors for aid for
r..!ui} ;?a.ll—p-o: eases that now exist in this county, has been duly re-
coived.

 Answering for the Board, | will say that we have decided notto
ald anybody who has small-pox, either with guards, nurses, medical
attention or food, and any expenses incurred by you in hendling
such cases will not be borne by the county.

Al purties who are sick with small- pax ot anE other contaglous
disease, must look to thelr friends, or o their lords or mer-
chaets for aid, :

This conclusion has been reached sfter carefully considering
the vast expense such cases would necessarily inflict upon the county.

In other counties it was Impoesible to have the bodies of per-
sons who died of emall-pox buried promptiy, and in one county a
body was left unburied and the matter reported to this Board on
Christmas day. The house in which the person died wasio the eor-
porate limits of & town, and in order to get rid of the bedy, the
house, ecorpee and all were burned by its citizeps. Tt has been
asbundantly proven time and again that thorough veccination, and
by that we mean succeseful vaccination, does protect against small-
pox. Vaccination does not endanger life. There has not been &
death anthoritatively reported from this eause within the State. It
is & reflection upon the Intelligence and good judgment of our peo-
ple that this loathsome disesse, the most easily preventable of all
Infectious dizeases, should cause the loss of the lives of so many of
our ¢itizens,

From November 15, 1800 w April 15, 1801, there were reported
2,720 cases, 506 deaths, 21,87 per ceot. from small-pox, and this was
only &n approximate report. The diseass still exists and with the
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return of cold weather will again spread, unless prevented. The
chief County Health Officers were not required to make monthly re-
ports until November 15, 1900, Since that period there have been
reported 406 cases of scarlet faver and 51 deaths, 10.28 per cent.;
-and T1 cases of diptherin and 11 deaths, 15 per cent. Scarlet fever
is atill quite prevalent in the State. The small death-rate from
diptheria is accounted for from the very general use of inoeculation
with antitoxin, A procedure now regarded as perfectly safe, but
which st one time, like vaccination, was violently opposed as being
-dangerous to life.

Tn November, 18900, there wers & number of cases of yellow
fever at Natchez and Brookhaven in this State, but on account of
latenoess of the season & spread to other places was prevented. Dur-
ing the year 1801 there have been no cases reported in the United

‘Btates, and as the season is so far sdvanced we do oot look for an
importation of the diseass this year. The very thorough sanitary
work carried out in the City of Havane and other porte of Cuba
rince their occupancy by the United States Government has cut off
the most dangerous source of infectlon, and if the theory now ad-
vanced by the commission sppointed by the SBurgeon-General of the
army that the moaquito is the only mesans of transmission of the
disease to be true, we need never any more resort to quarantine,
but rather to the extermination of the mosquite to protect the State
from yellow fever. In combating disease, sanitation is now more
than ever the order of the day and this applies not only to epidemic
dlseases which cause comparatively & small number of deaths, but
to other infectious disenses also, such a8 typhoid fever, diphtheria,
scarlet fever, dyeentery and others that are caused by local and gen-
eral unsanitary conditlons, and by improper hygienie surroundings,
such as Impure air, adulterated food and impurs water. Hach year
the State of Mississippi loses more lves from tuberculosis and ty-
phoid fever than from yellow fever and small-pox eombined and they
are preventable diseases, but in order that the health authorities
may successfuily contend against the unsanitary conditions existing
in many parts of the State and be ensbled to detect impuritics in
milk, water, food and alr they must be provided with means for in-
vostigating and detecting #aid impuritics. We therefors suggest
that the State Soeard of Health should be provided with a wall-
equipped bacteriotogical labratory, which will enable the Board to
make prompt reports to the health officers and physicians in the
‘State of any specimens submitted by them for examinstion,

The State should also be provided with more recent authoritles
on madicine, sspecially, on the subjects of hygiene, dietetics, sani-
tation, bacteriology, physiology, toxicology and medical jurispro.
denes. An Investigation of the medical works in our State Library
will reveal the fact that the medical department is very poorly sup-

1
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pied snd modern medicine ie not represented, there being no-
suthoritiea later than 1870 or 1880,

QOur State is notably behind in the matter of vital and wortuary
atatistics, and we suggest that legislation should be had requiring
& portect system of registration, marrisges, birthe, deaths apd dis.
cases. The Boserd has beeu appealed to numbers of times for infor-
mation along this line by citizens of other States who represented
business interests desiring to lecate in our midst. It is accepted hy
all eanitarians and up-to-date business people that no State can keep
abreast of the times that is not prepared to furnish such important
statistics.

We regret to say that the small appropriation for the past two
years has not been sufficient to maintain the Board in carrylog out
the responsible duties devolving upon it in the protection of the
health and lives of the people.

For further information we would respectfully call your atten-
tion to the minutes and expecditures.

Raspectfully,
H. A. GANT, President.
4. P. HuNTER, Secretary.
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MINUTES.

OFFICE STATE BoARD 0F HEALTH, !_
JACKSON, MIss., October 31, 1898,

Whercas, On sccount of froat and the lateness of the season
we belisve that Missiseippi has become non-infectible territory,
therefore, order ¢f thiz Board bearing date of September Tth
quarantining Key West and Mismi, Florids, and order of Septem-
‘ber Bth quarantining Mlniuip?l Ult-;r. and order of SBeptember 10
and subsequent ones, quarantining iof
and order of September 11th, quarantining New Orlesns, are here-
by © ed, except to honsehoid goods from infected points.

is order 1o take effect a4 12 o'clock mid.nibght-, October 3lst.
J. F. HUNTER,
Becretary State Board of Health.

ected localities In Jackson,

Jackson, Miss.,, November 14, 1388,

Board met for the purpose of examining applicants for license
to practice medicine.

Present, Dra  Trimble, Gant, Gully, Haralson, Murry, Dunn
and Hunter,

'I't:g following rules for conducting the erxamination were

1. The statute of tho Btate ni'.MlasIsaiEpl requires of appli-
cante to practice medicine an examination on the following branches:
Anatomy. Phyaioloij Chemistry, Obstetrics, Surgery, Materia
Medica, Hygiene sn a ¥. 2

2. There shall be given eight questions on each of the sbove
branches.

3. The question? or each branch shall be given the applicant
at the beginning of the examination and the applicant shall have
until 10 o'clock p. m. of the day given to apewer them.

4, No applicant shall withdraw himeslf from the presence of
the examiners during his examination without permission. For
cause an applicant may withdraw temporarily, but shall be sceom-
panied in such retirement by & member of the examining board,

5. No ap];limnt shall communicate in any way with any other
applicant nor have books or helps of any kind,

6. A correct set of answers to the questions propounded on a
subject shall entitle the aﬂplimt to the full mark for that sabject,
viz: 100 points, each full and eorrect answer rating 124 poings.
Partial or imperfect answers shall ba rated by the examiners in ac-
cordance with their degree of [ullness and correctness.

7. A general sverage of not less thao 76 of a possible 100




