FASHION IN DEFORMITY:
AS ILLUSTRATED IN THE
CUSTOMS OF BARBAROUS
AND CIVILIZED RACES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9781760576592

Fashion in deformity: as illustrated in the customs of barbarous and civilized races by William
Henry Flower

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM HENRY FLOWER

FASHION IN DEFORMITY:
AS ILLUSTRATED IN THE
CUSTOMS OF BARBAROUS
AND CIVILIZED RACES

ﬁTrieste






_'_F_,._.r-
s
b

FASHION IN

.
4.-.1.:!"'"““

DEFORMITY,

A3 ILLUSTRATED IN TOE

CUSTOMS

OF BARDAROUS AND CIVILIZED RACES.

BY WILLTAM ITENRY FLOWER,

15D, FE&, PROA, PEE, BTC.,

Hunderign A i Conserpaior o the Musomn o S
vamﬂw;ma o 8 o

WITH JLLUATRATTONS.

MANNERS AND FASHION.
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FASHION IN

Tue proponsity to defoem, or alter
from the natural form, some part of
the body, is one which is common to
human nuture in every sspeet in which
we are scquainted with it, the most
pnmltwp and Darbargos, and the most
eivilized and refined.

The slterations or deformities which
it is proposed to comsider in tmas cssay,
are those which are performed, not by
isolated individuals, or with definite
motives, but by considerable numbers
of members of n community, simply in
imitation of ope another—in i'm,t. -
eording to fashion, ** that mest mexors-
ble t ant to which the greater purt of

nd are williogr slaves.”

Fashion is now often associated with
ehange, but in less civilized conditions

DEFORMITY.

of socicty fashions of all sorts are mora
permanent than with ws ; and in ali
communities such fashions as those hera
troutoed of are, for obvieus reasons, far
less likely to be subject to the fluctus-
tiong of caprice than those affecting
the dress only, which, even in Shake.
speare’a time, changed so ofton that
““the fashion wenrs oul more apparel
than the man,””  Alterations onee made
i the form of the body cannot Le dis
earded or modified o the lfetime of
the individiud, und therefore, ns fashion |
is intrinsically imitative, such alterations
bave the strongest possible tendeney to
g reproduced preneration after gonera-
tion.

The origine of these Fashions ame
moatly lost in obseurity, all attempts to

-
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solve them being little more than
g'u“mcﬂ, B-UIH& ﬂ-f t]IE]'II. I.H'l.'|.'1’.h LIIE(‘I'IIIIG
asgociated with religions or superstitions
ohservances, and so have been spresd
and  perpetusted ; some have boen
vaguely thought to he hygiemic in
motive ; most have some relstion to
conventional stendards of  improved
personal appearance ; but whatever thair
origin, the desire to conlorm to com-
mon usage, and Dot to appear singolar,
is the prevailing motive which leads to
their continusnee.  They are perpeto-
ated by imitation, which, as Ilerbert
Bpomeer says, may result from  two
widely divergent motives., It may be
prompted by reverence for one imitaged,
or it may be prompted by the desice Lo
wxsert equality with him,

Defore treating of the subject in its
application W the heman body, it will
be well te glanec, in passing, at the fact
that a Emciﬂe]}' similer propencity has
impolled mnan, st variows wres of the
world's history, and ander vurious: con-
ditions of rociety, to interfere in the
same  manver with the ustural con-
formation of many of the animalz which
have come under his inlloenes throngh
domesticstion.

The IMottentots, objecting to sym-
modry of ¥|1\uw1.h in the horns of their
eattle, twist them while young snd
phisnt, so that altimuately thoy are made
10 aseome variouws fanlestic and un-
natural directions. Sheep with wuulii-
ple horma are produced in some parts
of Africa l'.r:.r a}rIiLLing with a kuife the
bodding horm of the young animal,
Hoetspur’s exelamation, ** What horse ?
& TOAN, & erogeear, is i pot ¥ points to
# custom mob yet extinct in England.
Bmﬁ:iug horsos? tails—that is, cutling
off about half the length, not of the
hair only, bot of the astoal flesh and
bome, and wicking, or dividing the ten-
dons of the under side, so that the
porulyzed stnp is always carried in an
unnatural or ** cocked'" position—were
COMIITIER ummg‘h A fenaration Hr, A8
seen in all equesirian pictures of the
period, and are still occasionally prac-
tised, In spite of all warsings of com-
mon sense and experience, we continue,
aolely becnuse it is the fashion, to tor-

“
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ture and deform our horses’ mouths
and necks with tight bearing-reins,
which though enly temporarily keepin
the hoad in s constrained and unnatural,
and therefore inclegant position, pro-
duce many permanent injurics,*  Dlegs
way #till be seen with the natural form
of their cors and lsils ** improved" by
mutilstion,

Besides these and muny other modi-
ficzstions of the form gi'mn by nature,
practised upon the individual animal,
selective breeding through many CETETA-
tions has succeeded in producing in-
herited struetural changes, sometimes
of very remearkable eharacter. "Thess
huve ronerslly eriginated in some acei-
dental, purﬂnys slight, peeuliarity,
which las been taken advimiage of,
perpetusted and Tnereased,  In thiz way
the race of bull-dogs, witk their short-
ened npper jaws, bandy leps and twise-
ed Anils, Duve been developed,  The
now fazhionable '* dachshund'” is unoth-
or instanee, o this category may alzo
be placed polled and humped esitle,
tailless cataof the Isle of Map and Singa-
pore, lop-varsd rsblits, tailless, crest-
ed, or other strange forms of fowls
pouter, tumbler, feather-Jegped, and
other varicties of pigeons 5 and the nely
donble-tailed and prominent-cyed gold.
fish which delight thoe Chiness. Thua
the power which, when judiciovsly ex-
eriised, has led tothe vast Improvement
T :.II JERELLEY llclll]ﬂﬁt.i.l.‘- ﬁ!lﬂ'ﬂiﬂﬂ {I\'l’rﬂbﬂi"
wild progenitors, has alzo ministered to
stranpe vagarior and  caprices, in the
production sud perpetuation of mon-
strons forms.

To return to man, the most conven-
ient classification of our subject will be
one which is based upon the purt of the
body affected, and T will begin with the
treatmuent of the hair and other sppend-
ages of the skin as the more superficial
and eomparatively trivial in iis effects.

Here weure at onee introduced to the
domain of fashion in her most potent
sway.,  The Faeility with which hair
lends itzelf to various methods of treat-
ment has been a templation loo great

* Bee '' Bits and Bearing Heins," by Ed
ward Fordbam Flower, London, 1878,
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to tesist im all known conditions of
eivilization. Inoumerable varistions of
custom exist in different parts of the
world, and marked changes in st least
all mors or leag civilized ecommnunities
have charaeterized suseeasive epochs of
history.  Not only the lewgth and
method of armngement, Lot even the
eolor of the hair, s changod in obedi-
ente to caprices of fashion. In many
of the islands of tho Western Pacific,
the natueslly jet black hair of the na-
tives is converted inlo a tawny brown
by the spplication of lime, obtaised by
burning the coral found so abundantly
on thuir shores ; and ot many years
since similar mesns wers employed for
producing the same resuli among the
ladies of Wastern Rarope—a  fact
which considerably diminishes the value
of an jdes entertained by many ethool-
ogists, that commuwily of castom is
evidence of commnnaity of origin or of
Tace,

Notwithatanding the painful and
laborious wafure of the process, when
conducted with po better implements
than flint knives, or ploces of splintered
bone or ghell, the custom of keeping
the head clogely shuved prevails exten-
rively among savy nations,  This,
rluu]:.r?tluﬁu,, Edu l:%,]caanlinena, amid per-
haps comfort, in hot conutries ;| but the
fact that it is in snany tribes practised
only by the women and childean, shows
that these considerations are not those
primarily engaged in its perpetnation.
In some cnses, as among the Fijiuns,
while the hesds of the women ara com-
monly cropped or closely shaved, the
men cultivate, af great expense of time
and sttention, a luxariant snd elubo-
rately arcanged mass of hair, axactly re-
versinge the conditions met with in the
most ﬁ'lg]:l_',‘ civilized nations.

In some regions of Afriea it is consid-
cred necessary fo fomale beauty carefally
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|also been sabjeet to fashion ; but the
| practical ineonveniences attending the
| inordivate length to which these are
| permitted Lo grow in some parts of the
{east of Asin appear to have restricted
the custom to a fow localities. (Hes

Fig. 1.)

Frg, L—Hatd of Chineee Ascetle, from Tylor's
" ARthropolosy.”

It may be objected to the intro-
dnstion of this iflustestion here, that
such nails should not be cousidered de-
formities, bul rather us natural growth,
and that to clip and mutilate them as
we do iz the departere from natare's in-
tention, Dutthis is nokso. It s enly
by comstant artificial care and protection
that such an extraordinary and incon-
venient length can be obiained, When
the hands are subjected to the normal
amount of nae, the nails break or wese
away ab their free snds ina ratio equal
to their growth, as with he claws o
hoofs of animals in & wild state,

to erudicats the eyebrows, speecial pineers

for the purpose forming part, of the ap.- |

The sxceedingly widespread custom
of tattoning ® the skin, may also be al-

pliances of the toilette ; while the vari- | bded to here, as the resuls of the sume

oug methods of shivwing and cotting the|

beard pmong men of all nations are too |

well known 1o require more than i pass- |
ing notice.  The treatment of nguri
natls, both as to color snd form, Las!

* A word geed by the matives of Tahiti,
spelt fudtowinyg by Cook, who gives & minute
neconnt of the method in which it is JHiE-
formed in that laland.  “ First Voynge,™
vol ii., p. 101
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propensity ns that whieh produces the
more serious deformations presently to
be spoken of. The radest form of the
art wis practieed by the now exfinet
Tasmanians and some tribes of Aus-
tralians, whose naked bodics showed
linoar or oval raised scars, arranged in
u definite mammer on the shoulders and
breast, and produced by gashes inflicted
with sharp stones, into which wood-
ashes were rubbed, so as to allow of
healing ealy ueder unfaveralle comdi-
tiona, leaving permanent large and ele
vated eieatrices, conspionons from being
of a lighter color than the rest of the
ghin. Irom this it is a considerabla
step in decorstive arl to the elshorate
and often beautiful patterns, wreaths,
.*mrn::i]a, ﬁplll'ﬂ]ﬁ,. x'lgﬂl_gh, ote., sometimes
confined to the face, ond sometimes
covering the whole body from head to
foot, seen in the natives of many of the
Polynesian Islands. These are permi.
nently impressed upon the skin, hy the
intreduction of an:urin.g matter, gener-
ally some kind of lamp-black, by means
of an instrument made of o piece of
shell ent into a mumber of fine points,
or a bandle of sharp needles.  When
the costom of the Rmd‘. demands that
the surface to be treated thos is o Jarre
one, the progess is not only very tedi-
ous, but entaile an amount of suffering
painful to think of. When oomplated
it answors part af least of the porpose
of dreas with na, ae an ootattooed skin
exhibited to socicty is looked wmpon
much as an uanclothed ene would be
in maore civiliced communities, The
natural color of the skin secme to have
infineneed the method and extent of

tattooing, as in the black races it Qs

limited to such sears as those spoken of
above ; which, sariomsly armanged in
lines or dots, becoma trital distinetions
among  African pegroes.  In Horope
tattooing on the same prineiple as that
of the Polynesians, i3 eonfined almosl
exelusively to suilors, among whom it
i# kept up obviously by ilmitation or
fashion, .

The noge, the lips, and the ears have
in almost &l paces offered preat torpha-
tions to be need as foundations for the
display of orpament, some process of
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boring, eutling, or alteration of form
being necessary to render them fit for
the purposs.  When Captain Cook, ex-
actly one hondred years ago, was de-
seribing the noked savages of the east
coast of Aunstralia,® he says @ ** Their
principal ornament is the bome which
they thrust through the cuﬂﬂaﬁa which
divides the nostrils from ench other.

Fia. §.=—Australlan ¥ative, with bope mose-
arilament.

What perversion of faste could make
them think this a decoration, or what
could prompt them, before they had
wort it or seem it worn, to sffer the
pain and Inconvenicnce that must of
necessity attend it, is perhaps bevond
the power of human sapgacity to déter-
mine, Az this bone is as thick as a'|
man's finger, and between five and six
inches long, it reaches quite across the |
face, and so effectually stops up both &
the nostrils that they are foreed to lwreg |
their mouths wide open for breath, an |
snutlls 5o when they attempt to spask |
that they are searcely intelligible even
o each other,  Our seamen, with some
Linmor, called it their spritsail-yard ;
and indecd it had so ludicrous an ap-
pearanse, that €1 we wore used to it
wo found it diffieult to refrain from
langhter. ™

iight vears later, o his visil to the
northwest cosst of Ameries, Caplain

# ¢ First Voyage, 'vol. i, p. G33.
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Cook found precisely the sime custom
];:rcl.'ai.llng among the natives of Prince
Villiam’s Sonnd, whose mode of life
wad in most other respects quite dis-
similar to that of the Australians, and
who belong ethnologically to o totally
differant branch of the buman rasa,

In 1681 Dampier® thus doseribes a
enstom which he found existing among
the natives of the Qo Islands, off the
Moeknito coast, in Cencral A'LTI'I.E.'l'iﬂli',i
“ They have a faslion to ent holea in]
the Lips of the Boys when they s
young, close to their Chin, which thay
keep open with little Pega till they are;
14 or 16 vears old { then they wear
Beards in them, made of Turtle or
Tortoise - ziiell, in the form vou sse
in the Margin, (Soe Fig. 3.) The
little medels &t the wpper end they put
in through the Lip, whera it remains
between the TB{‘.tEI and the Lip ¢ the
under part bungs down over their Chin.

Fra. 3. —Tortoiresholl Hp ornament of the Maaklte
Tndiana, om Dampier,
This they commonly wear all day, and
when they sleep they take 1t our. They
have likewise holes bored in their Ears,
both Men and Women, when ypoung,
and by eontinual stretehing them with
at Pegs, they grow to be as big as a
mill'd five S.h'l[fiuq Piace. Harein thay
wear pieces of Wood, cut very rosnd
and smooth, so that their Ear seema Lo
b-a'?JE wood, with o little Skin about
it.
It iz very remarkable that an almost ex-
actly similar custom still provails among
a tribe of Indians inhabiting the south-

*  Toyage Round the World,”" ed, 1717,
wol, i, p. 32
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ern part of Brasil—the DBotocndos, so
called from a Portugness word {Sotogue)
meaning a plog or stopper,  Among
thers people the lip-ornament consists
of & conieal pieee of hard and polished
waod, fre w;mﬂ}" weighs a fuarter of a
pound, and drags down, elongates, and
everts the lower lip, 30 a3 to expose the
gums and teeth, in o manner which to
our taste ie hideons, but with them is
eonsiderad an essential adjunct to an at-
tractive and correct appentanco.

In the extreme north of America, the
Eakimo ** prerce the lower lip under one
ot both corners of the mouth, and insert
in each apertore a double-hewded sloove-
batton or dumb-bell shaped labret, of
brone, ivory, shell, stone, glass, or wood.
The incision when first made is abont the
st of sogumll, but as the pspirnt for
improved heanty grows older, the wize
of the orifoe 15 mﬂargcl] until it reaches
the width of half to three-quarters of
an inch.'' %  Thesy operations appea
to be practized only on the men, and
are supposed to possees some signifi-
cange other than that of mere ornament,
Tha first plereing of the 1i]1, which ir
accompanicd by some solemnity as a
rL‘]'i.siﬂllE fﬂl‘lﬂt, i.‘- i)MfﬂIll’lﬂd nn H.P‘
proaching manhood.

But the peeple who, among the vari-
ong American tribes, bave carried these
strange onstams  to the preatest ex.
cezs are the Thlinkeets, who inhabit
the south-emstern shores of Alaska.t
!¢ Here it ia the women who, in plere-
ing the nose and cars, and filling the
apartures with  bones, sholls, stieks,
pueess of copper, nails, or attaching
therete heavy pendants, which drag
down the organs apd pall the features
ot of leu, appear to bave taxed their
inventive powers fo the uwtmost, and
with a suceess unsurpassed by any na-
tion in the world, to produce a model
of hideous beauty. This snocess is
achicved in their wooden lip-orsament,
the erowning glory of the Thlinkeet

* H. H, Banceoft, '* Ketive Races of the
Pacific Btates of Neorth America,'' wal., i,
1876

1 Hee Beoeroft, ep, cit. vol. i, for no
merond citations from original observers
regarding these cuatoms.
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matron, deseribed by a multitude of}
ave-witnesses,  In all female frea.born | North Americans are, however, rivalled,

dinkeet children o slit is made in the
under lip, parallel with the moutl, and
about half an inch balow i, A capper
wire, or a piece of shell or wood, is in-
troduced inte this, by which the wound
is kept open and the aperture oxtended,
By gradually infrodocing larger objects
the required dimensicns of the apening
are produced.  Un attaining the age of
maturity, a block of wood Is inserted,
usnally eval or elliptical in shape, eon-
eavis on the sides, and geooved like the
whesl of a pulley on the edge in crder
o keep it in place, The dimensions of

f
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Tn this method of adornment the

if not eclipsed, by the negroes of the
Leart of .ﬂ.il:'iua. i

** The Bongo women'' {savs Schwein-
furth *}** delight in distinguishing therm-
selves by an adernment which to our
notion iz nothing less than a hideons
wntiition,  As soonm oak s woeman is
married, the speration commences of
extending her lower lip,  This, at first
anly slightly bered, is widened by in-
serbing into the otfice plogs of wood,
cradually inereasing in size, until at
lengrth the cotire featnre is enlarged to
five orsix times its oviginal proportions,

Fra. d.=Raotoends Tndinn.
From Blgg-Withar's © Moneering in Booch Rrazl] (1E7E,™

the block are from two to aix inches in
length, from one to four inches in
wiLFLh1 amd about half an inch thick
round the edge, amd it s lligi:l;.r pil-
ished. (Md age has litsle tervor in the
oyes of o Thilakeet belle ; for larger
lip-blocks are inteodneed as years wi-
ViRnCe, .'i.l.'l.l] L'.TI.L:lI. 1!]]]&%"]]][‘]]5 lldllﬁ to
the lady’s eocial atatus, if not to her
facial charms, When the bleck is with-
drawn, the lip drops down npon the
chin like a piece of leather, displaving
the teeth, and predenting altogether o
ghastly speetacle,  Tha privilege of

wearing this ornaeent ia nol extended |

to Fomals slaves, "’

The Iltll:ga are exiindrical in form, not
less Lthaw an inch thick, and are exactly
like the pegs of hone or wood worn by
the women of Muosgon, By this means
tho lewer lip is extended  borizontally
till it prajecta far beyond the opper,
which is also bored and fitted with o
capper plate ar nail, and now and then
by u little ring, and sometimes by a bit
ef steaw, abont as thick as a lueifer-
mateh,  Nor de they lesve the nose in-
taet 3 similar bits of straw are inserted
into tho edges of the nostrils, and I have
seen as many #3 theee of theso on esch

= = Heart of Afrien,'” vol. L, p. 207,
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side. A very farorite ornament for the
cartilugn between the nostrils is a eop-
per ring, just like those that are placed
in the noses of buffaloes and otler
beasts of lurden for the purpose of
rendering  them more tractalle,  The
greatest coquettos among the Iadies woar
& elasp, or eramp, at the eorners of the
mouth, as though they wanted to eon.
tract the orifice, and literally to pat a
curl upen its capabilities.  These sub-
sidiary ornamonts are not, however,
foumd at afl woniverslly awong  the
womnen, And it 35 rare to sec thom all at
ones upen asingle individual ; the plag
in the lower lip of the married women
is mlome & sine gud wnan, servimg, aa b
does, for an artifieiel  digtioetion of
race, "'

The slightest fald o projection of
the skin furnishes an excuse for boring
a hole, and inmrr]ugn ph:g or a ring.
There are women in the conntry whoso
bodies are pioreod in some way or other
in little short of a hundred different
places, and the men are often not far

chind in the profusion wich which this
kind of adernment iz earried ont,

“The whole pronp of the Mittoo
exhibits poculiarities by which it may
be distinguoisted from  its: neighlors,
The oxternal adornment of the body,
the costume, the ornaments, the mutila-
tions which individeals underge — in
short, the geoaral fashions—lave all a
distinetive charcter of their own, The
most remarksble is the rovoltine, De-
eause nnnatoral, manner o which the
women pierce and diatore their lipa ;
the?' seem to vie with each other in
thelr wutilations ; and their vanity in
this respect, I belicvn, surpasses sny.
thing that may be found thronghout |
Afriea.  Not wtisfiol with Fi-ﬁ!'l‘!:il!hi
the lower lip, they drag out the npper
lip as well for the sake of symmetry.™ |
« .« o Ciroular plates, nearly us lunre sz |
a arown picee, made varioasly of quarts,
of ivery, or of hown, are inzerted into
the Tips that have been stretehod Ly the
growth of vears, and then often bent

* The mutilstion «f both li];u wad nlen

ohaerved by Bohliz sogng the women of
Eadje, in Segsey, betwoss Lalie Tead and
Lthe Benwe,

=}
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im 2 position that is all but borizontsl ;
and when the women want to drink they
have te olevate the upper lip with theie
fingrera, and to pour the dirﬂ.uglut into
thelr mouth,

Fra. 5—Loeshal, Woman,
Feam Bcliwelofurih’s * Heart of Africe "

f Rimilar in a[m]‘!t! is the deporation
which is worn by the women of Aa-
ganya ; bot though it is reund, it is o
ring and not a flat plate s it ia ealled
pelelo,” and has no objeot but to ex-
pand the npper lip.  Some of the Mit-
too wamen, eaimuiul!}' the Loobah, not
nomtent with the cirele or the ring, foroo
acong of polished rﬂuﬂ-& throngh the
ll&m as though they had borrowed the
idea from the thinoeeros, This fashion
of wsing quartz helemmites of mere than
two inches lnng, ia in some instances
adopted by the men."

The travaller who lins been the eye-
witness of such eustoms may well add,
" Bven among these upenltwred kil
dren of naturs, humasn ]'J]'i{ll'! GTOPS U
amang the fetters of fashion, which, in-
deed, are fotters in thio worst sensa of
the word ; For fazhion in the distant
wilds of Africn tostnees nwl  larasses
poor ]Ju,m.'um::.r a5 mmeh a2 in the greal
prison of civilizntion,*

It seems, indeed, & strange phenome-
non thal in anch different races, so far
remaved in lesalicy, cnstams so singular
—to our Gdeas so revolting and un-
natural, and certsinly so painful and in-



