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ADVERTISEMENT.

f WISHED in thess SEEMONS fo connect the
Lorp's Pra¥ER with the thoughts which am
most likely to be occupying us at this time, If
they lead any to ask themselves how their study
of passing occurrences may be made more serious,
and their worship more real, my purpese in pub-
lishing them will be answered.

Lowpor, May 345, 1848,






SERMON I.

Hixth Fundsy sfter the Epiphany, Februsry 13, 1848,

Marraerw v1. 9.

AFTER THIR MANNFERE THEREFORE FRAY YE: “0OUR FATEER
WHICH AET IN HEAVEN.'

* & FTER fhs manner,’ and therefors atry manner but

thiz is & wrong mauner; s prayer which hes any
other principle or misthod than this, ia not the Lord's
Prayer.

The remark may ssem superfluons, bot it is not #o,
The Paternceter i not, as some fancy, the easiest, most
natural, of all devout utteramoes. It way be commitied
to memory quickly, but it is elowly learnt by heart,
Men may repest it over fen times in an heur, but fo
uee it when it is most needed, to know what it mesns,
to believe it, yea, not to contradict it in the very act of
praying it, not to comefruet our prayers wpon a modsl
the most unlike it possible, this is hard; this is one of
the highest gifts which God can bestow upon ue; mor
can we look to receive it without others that we may
wish for less; sharp eoffering, o sense of wanting a
home, & despair of oursalves.
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2 OUR FATHER (B,

At certain pericds in the histery of the Charch,
espocially when some reformation was af hend, men
have exhibited a weariness of their ordinary theological
teaching. It seemed to them that they needed some-
thing less commwn, more refined than that which they
pomseased.  As the Light broke in wpon them, they per-
gaived that they needed whet was less refined, more
common, The Creed, the Ten Commendments, the
Lord’s Prayer, were found to confain the treasures for
which they were seeking. 'The migns of such a perind
are mrely to be eecn in oor day. We can eoarcely
think that we reguire reformation less than our fathers,
I believe, if we are to obtain if, we too must torn
to these simple documents; we must enquire whether
there is not a wisdom hidden im them which wo donet
meet with elsewhers; whether they cannot interpret
the dream of cor lives bettar than ell the sootheayers
whom we bave conacltad ebout if hitherto.

I. Much of ihe practical difleulty of the prayer lies
assuredly in the first word of it. How can we look
round apon the people whom we hebitnally feel to be
separated from us by almost impaesahle barriers; who
are above us, 0 that we camnot reach them, or so far
beneath us, that the slightest recognition of them is
an act of gracious condescension; upon the people of
an gpposite faction to cur own, whom we dencunce as
ntterly evil; upen men whom we have reason fo de-
spise; upon the mctual wrong-doers of society, those
who have made themeelves vile, and are helping fo
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make it vila: and then teach ourselves to think that in
the very highest exercise of our lives, theso are aseo-
ciated with us; that when we pray, we are praying for
them and with them; that we omnnot spesk for our-
selves without speaking for them; that if we do not
carry gina to the throne of God's grace, we do not
carry onr own; that all the gpood we hope to obtain
there, belongs to them just 28 much &s to us, and that
gur claim to it ia sure of being rejented, if ik is not one
which is valid for them also? Yet all this is included
in the word ¢ Our’; till we have learnt so much, we
are but spelling st it; we hawve not learnt to pronoance
it. And what men of ne—the aptest echolar of all—
will venture to say that he has yet fraly pronounced
it; that his clesrest utterance of it hes not been broken
and stammering? Think how meny censes are at
work every howr of cur lives fo make this opening
word of the prayer a nullity and a falsshood. How
many petty diesgreements ere there between friemds
and kinsfolk, people dwelling in the sams house-—so
petty that there is no fear of giving way to them, and
vot graat enough to canse bitterness and estrangement,
great enoogh to make this ¢ Our Father' a sontradiction,
How often doee my vanity come into ecolliston with
another man’s vapity, end thom, thongh there bo no
pelpable opposition of interests between us, though we
do not stand in the way of each other's advancement,
what a sense of separation, of inward hostility, follows!
Ap the mere logal, formal, dietinctions of caste become
less marked, how apt are men to indempify themeelves



