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THE SEA-CHARM OF

VENICE

HEN Attila came storming into Ea-

rope, his conguests may be said to
have given rise fo two great sea-powers.
Hiz rueh on the morth along the Baltic
shores probably caused so much pressure
on the eontinental English, that many of
them, all the Engle especially, left their
lands, found another counfry in Britain,
and gave it the name of England. It is
now, and has been for some centuries, the
mistress of the sess, both in commeree and
in war. But when Attila drove his war-
plough sonthward, he crossed the Alps,
and descended on the cities of the plain be-
tween Trieste and the Fo. When he reached
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Alfinum, Aquileia, and the other towna bor-
dering on the lagoon, the Boman nobles,
many of whom might be called merchant-
princes, and their dependants fled to Tor-
eallo, to Rialto, and to other islanda where,
before the eongueror came, they had eatab-
lished depots for their trading, where the
fishermen and boatmen were already in
their pay. When the Goths followed the
invading track of Atfila, the emigrafion of
the Roman inhabitants of the mainland to
the lagoon eontinuned year after year; and
out of this emigrant flight grew Venice, the

(Jueen of the Sea.
/'Enghmd wae Teutonio, Venice was Ro-
;/ man; and as in England the Tenton de-
stroyed the influence of Tlome, so the Teu-
* tonip invasion of Italy, with all itsa new
f elements, never touched Venice., The Gothic
influence left her uninfluenced. She glope
\ ~—ir—aly-was—paze_Roman. The English
race was mixed with the Celtic race, but
the Tentonic elements prevailed. But Venice
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was unmixed. She was always singularly
Roman right down fo the dreadful days of
her final conquest, so that it may well be
gaid that Manin was witimus Romanorum.
In constitution, in laws, in traditions, in the
temper of her citizens, in manners, in her
greatness, her splendour, even in her un-
bridled luxury and her deeay, she was Ro-
man to the end. Italy was transmuted by
the Goth, but not Venice.

But owing to her origin she was Rome at
Sea; and being on the edge of a sea which
naturally earried her war and trads to the
East, she was more of eastern than of
westarn Bome. Bysantiom, not the Italian
Rome, was her nursing mother, and poured
into her the milk of her srt, her commerce,

—and her customs. By this, also, ghe re-
" mained outside of Italy, and her position,
i anchored in the ses off the Italian coast, is,
a8 it were, & symbol of her double relation
io Western and Easgtern Home. Whatever
change took place in her Roman nature was
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made by the spirit of the sea on which she
had made her home. Commerce was forced
upon her, and it was not diffienlt for her to
take it up, for the Roman senafors and
patricians of Altinum, Padua, Concordia,
and Aquileia who took refuge on the islands,
bed been traders before they founded Ven-
ies, and only developed more fully in Venice
that commerce which they had practised
on the mainland. Aquileia had been for
years before the barbaric invagion the em-
porinm of & trade with Byszantium and
the Danube, The trade was traneferred to
Venice. It did not, then, arise in Venice,
but it was so greatly increased daring the
centurics that the new city held the east
in fea. From every port on the Medi-
terranean, and from lands and seas be-
yond that inland lake, the frade of east
and weet poured into Venmice. To protect
her commerce she became & sea-powser,
Her stroggle for centuries with the pirates
formed her navy and her seamen, both
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Venetiane and mercenaries, into the mighty
instrament of naval war they became when
the strife with the pirates closed in vietory.
Buat her captains, her senators, the great
dakes who led the navy into battle, led it
for the sake of her commerece, and were
themselves, as Bhakespoare made Antonio,
“royal merchants,” such as they had been
of old in Paduoa, Altinam, and Agquileia;
and always Bomans. Wherever then we
touch Venice we touch the sea ouf of which
she wae born, by which she was nursed, and
which when she reached her full ages, she
wedded sand commanded.

To realize the origine of the city, and this
sea-gpirit in her history and her life, to
recall in memory the centuries she lasted,
and to feel the sentiment of the splendid
sorrow, gtrife and glory of the tals, it ie
well to row to Toreello, to climb to the
top of the cathedral tower, and to look ond
from the low-arched windows, north and
south, east and west, The door used always
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