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PREFACE.

Tue remarkable degroe of interest axpressed on all sides, at the prosent
time, relative to the ieland of Cuba, has led the suthor of*the faflowing
pages to place together in this form o series of notes from his journal,
kept during o brief residence npon the island, To these he hos prefized
o historical glance at the politieal story of Cuba, that may ot be anwor-
thy of proservation, The fact thet the sabject-matter wos penned in tho
harey of cheervation upon the spot, and that it is thus o simple reeord of
what would he most likely to engage and interest a stranger, is his exouse
for the deseliory cheracter of the work. So eritically i the feland now
situnted, in w political peint of view, that ere this book shall hove possed
tirongh an edition, it may be ne looger o dependency of Spain, or may
have beeome the thentre of scenes {0 which il former convulslons ghall
bear ne paraliel.

In preparing the voluma for the press, the author lbas felt the want of
bovks of refurence, bearing o late date. Indeed, there are none ; sod the
anly very modern records are those written in the desuliory manner of
hurried teavellers. To the admirehle work of the Jearned Ramon de la
Sagrn, — & monument of industry and intelligence, — the anthor of the
fellewing pages ks been indebted for historical supgestionsand duta,  For
the privilege of consuliing this, and other Spanish books and pamphilets,
relative to the interests and history of the island, the author is indebted
o the Hon Edward Everetd, who kindly ploeed them at his dispozsal
Where statistics were concerned, the several anthorities have been carefully
eollated, and the mest respensible glven. The writcr has preforred to
offer the fresh memories of 4 pleasmint trip o the troples, o stlempling &
lahored volume aboumding in fipures and statistior ; and trusts that this
mmmer hoolk of o summer elime moy foat Tightly apon the gen of pablic
favor. M. M. B,
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