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PREFACE,
o

The aim of this monograph is to present a study in the
calonial history of North Carolina, alang two lines of thought:
(t). The History of Quit-tents, (). The History of Currency.

Although these topics are cconowic in their character, they
had no small influence on the political development of the
State. They were elements in the estrangement which grad-
ually grew between the mother country and the colony, and
their history forms a pant of the general history of the period.

In offering this work o the public I desire to acknowledge
my indebtedness to Judge Robert W, Winston, of Durham, N.
C., to Doctor John €. Kilgo, President of Trinity College, N,
C., and to Hon, 5. G, Gilbreath, ex-State Supt, of Public Instrac-
tion of Tenn. E W. K.
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CHAPTER L—QUIT-RENTS.

In 1663 Charles 11, as fendal lord of the land which he held in
America by the right of discovery, granted 1o ¢ight persons as
tenants-in-chief that portion of land in America lying between
thirty-one degrees and thirty-six degrees, north latitnde, and
the Atlantic und Pacific oceans. {1} In 1665 the grant was ex-
tended on the north to thirty-six degrees, thirty minutes
and on thée south to tweniy-nine degrees, north lattude.
(2.) By the terms of the prant these persons were created
Lords Proprietors with absclute sovereignty “saving always
the faith, allegiance, and sovereign domimion, due uns, our
heirs and suecessors.” {3) They were “to have, hold, use,
exercise, and enjoy the same {their prvileges) as amply,
fully and in as ample manner, as any Bishop of Durham,
in our Kingdom of England ever heretofore had, held,
used, or enjoyed, or of right ought, or could, have, use or enjoy.”
{4) It was provided that the Lords Proprietors should hold the
lands “in free and common socage and not in capite or by
knight zervice,” subject to the payment annually of one-fourth of
the gold and silver which should be found therein, and an apnual
quit-rent of twenty marks. (5) They were authorized to grant
land in fee-simple, fce-tail, term of life or years, at such rents,
services or customs as they desired, the statute of guwia
emplores to the contrary notwithstanding. (6}, It was the
desire of the Lords Proprietors to transport subjects of the
British crown from the Kingdom of England and from other
countries subject to England, to Casoling, for the purpose of
forming a celony for the “‘propagation of the Christian faith and
the enlargement of our empire and dominions.” (7).

) Colontal Records of North Carolios §, p. 81, Hereafter clied as C. R. (8 C.
5, p. MM R . ROLp 10 (4 Basaett's 'The Con, Beglnnings of N. C.," g, 20,
R.J,p.308 HCRELpIH WCRLp O OC R Lp 3
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In pursuance of this purpose, in the same year in which the
colony came into their possession, the Lords Proprietors made
an announcement to the public entitled “A Declaration and
Proposals to All That will Plant in Carolina,” in which they
stated, “We will grant to every present undertaker for his own
head one hiundred acres of land, to him and his heirs forever,
to be held in free and common socage; and for every man
servant that he shall bring or send thither, that iz fit to bear arms,
armed with a good firelock musket, performed bore, twelve
bullets to the pound, and with twenty pounds of powder, and
twenty pounds of bullets, fifty acres of land; and for every
woman servant thirty acres; and to every man servant that
shall come within that time, ten acres after the expiration of his
time, and to every woman servant 6ix acres after the expiration
of her time.” (8), These propositions were limited to five
years, commencing at the time of the first settlement. {g), The
lands so granted were to he held subject to the payment of an
annual quit-rent of one half-penny per acre, four shillings, two
pence per hundred acres. (10). In 1667 the Lords Proprietors
made a proposition to grant sixty acres of land to every head of a
family, male or female, sixty acres for every male servant able
to bear arms and equipped in a specified manner, and fifty
acres each for other servants composing his or her family, the
quit-rent thereon being one hall-penny per acre, (11). In the
northeastern part of the colony settlements were made by
people who held their lands under titles granted by the gov-
crnor of the Coleny of Virginia at one l':lrthi:ig peracre. In
169g the Lords Proprictors instructed President Harvey and
Council to confirm these grants, (12.) Others of the otiginal
setilers purchased their lands from the Indians. This part of
the colony became Albemarle county, from which grew the
State of North Carolina. The assembly of this county ped-
tioned the Lords Propretors concerning the payment of quit-
rents. In 1668, in answer {o that petition, they made what is
generally known as the “Great Deed of Grant.” This instra-
ment secured to them, their heirs and assigns forever, their
lands “upon the same terms and conditions that land is at
present usnally granted in Virginia (13), The law of Vir-
ginia at this time permitted the tenant to hold his or her land
subject to the payment of a quit-rent of two shillings a hun-
dred acres, payable at the home of the tenant in tobacco ata
penny a pound. (14}, In 1669, the Lords Proprietors, accord-

(B COR. I p.odl, (9. Ibid, po 4B (U3, Ihid, p.46. (1. C R, I, p. 158 C. R ¥,
P95 (LN C.R.Lp 203, (18) C.R.EIL p. 480,481 {14 C R. LV, p. 106,
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ing to the one hundred and thirteenth article of the Funda-
mental Constitutions, stated that, '“Whosoever shall possess any
free-hold in Carolina, upon what title or grant soever, shall at
the farthest, from and after the year one thousand six hundred
and eighty-nine, pay yearly unto the Lords Proprietors, for
each acre of land, English measure, as much fine silver as is at
this present time in one English penny, or the value thereof, to
be as a chief rent and acknowledgement to the Lords Proprie-
tfors, their heirs and successors forever.” (15). In 1604 the
Lotds Proprietors instructed (Governor Archdale to sell land in
the colony, reserving an annual quit-rent of one shilling per
hundred acres for some, and four shillings and two pence for
other lands. {16). In regard to the lands lying north of the
Cape Fear he was autherized to use his own diseretion as to
the rate of quit-rent, provided it should not be less than a half-
penny per acre. {17). In 1708 the govermor was instructed to
grant land at u quit-rent of a half-penny per acre, with the pro-
vizg that no persan should have more than six hundred and forty
acres, (13}, In 1663 an island, about five miles long and two
miles in width, lying near the meuth of the Albemarle river,
wag granted o Sir Jobn Colleron at a quit-eent of a half-penny
per acre for all tillable lands, provided that “all cthers that
shall plant in North Carclina pay as much.” (1g). *The Fov-
ernors were not always obedient to the instructions of the
Lords Proprietors. They so abused the power entrusted to
them that the Lords Proprictors in 713 ordered that the land
office should be closed, and that the land should be sold only
by themselves in London. (20). In violatden of thiz order the
governor and council in 1724 allowed people to take lands in
Bath County at three ghillings per hundred acres. When the
Royal petiod began, the King instructed the governor of the
colony that thereafter the rate of quit-rents should be four
shillings per hundred acres. (21},

THE QUIT RENT ROLL.

The quit-rent roll was a list of names of persons holding land
in the colony subject to the payment of quit-rents, showing the
location of the land, the pumber of acres, the rate, and amount
of quit-rents to be paid by each person. The method of secur-
ing land in the colony was very simple, The colonist petition-
ing for a grant of land was required to prove his right before
the Governor and as many as four members of the council not

a8 CRLp 3. 085 C.R.Lp S, C.E. ¥V.po M (T C. R I, p. 300 (I8 C. R.
¥, b 8. CRIp6 GHCEYV.p.0B EhCR Y p W
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having any interest in the land. If the land was granted, the
warrant was issued by the Governor in council, and recorded in
the anditor’s office. The warmunt was returnable by the surveyor
within a year. When the warrant was returned the grant was
made and was required to be registered in the secretary’s office
within six months. {22.) ;

In 1713, Governor Pollock and his council met at the resi-
dence of the Governor in Chowan precinet, and in compliance
with the requirements of the Lords Proprietors concerning the
formation of a quit-rent rell, appointed five persons from Cho-
wan, two from Perquimans, four from Pasquotank, two from
Currituck precincts, and four from Bath county, to take a Hst of
all lands held in their respective precinets, showing how the land
was held, how long held and what rent was due. All
persons were required to appear before these listers and
give on oath the reguired information by the last day
of October of that year, The lands of all persons who
failed to comply with this reguirement were to be com-
sidered forfeited and subject to be entered as though no one
had ever held them, {23} In 1726, Edward Moseley, the Sur-
veyar General, reported to the Governor and council a list of
all the grants of land recorded in the office of the secretary of
Albemarle county, for the porpose of forming = rent roll. Thke
secretary was ordered to have copics made wilth the addition of
the more recent grants for the use of the collectors, (24.)

The difficulty of forming a rent roll was not only due to the
settlers but to the officers of the colony. Governor Everard in
1729 sold four hundred thousand acres of land ar twenty
pounds a thousand, to pay the expenses of the commissioners
for running the boundary line between the colony and Virginia.
The grants were duly signed and sealed, bur the names of the
grantees, the namber of acres, and the amounts paid, were not
specified. The lands were nut deseribed, nor had they even
been surveved. (25). Governcr Burrington, the frst royal
governor, was instructed by the King to give his consent to an
‘act of the assembly to remit all arrears of quit-rents, payable
to the Lords Froprietors, which were included in the King's
purchase, provided that ali land-owners in the colony should
register their grants in the auditor’s office, and should in the
future pay the rate of quit-repts specified in the original
grant. The requirements of the King were not satisfactory to
the colonists. They refused to re-register their lands, and the

B e, R, Y, po 100, (2% © ROIL po 85 {3 C. R, LI, p. 806 (26 C. R. IV, p, 206,
C.R Y. P. 05
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quit-rent roll remained incomplete. Other efforts were made
from time to time to secure & satisfactory law for the formation
of a quit-rent roli, but a lack of harmony between the depart-
ments of ‘the assembly prevented. In 1738 the assembly
passed an act for forming a quit-rent roll. The Governorsigned
it, but it was annulled by the King in council. {26). In 1748
an act was passed by the assembly providing for the formation
of a quit-rent roll, The act reguired that all persons except
crphans, miners, and persons beyond the sea, who held land in
the colony and grants from the Lords Proprietors not
registered, should register them within 2 period of twelve
months. The lands in the terrtory belonging to the
King were to be registered in the office of the
Auditor  General, or in the office of the cletk of the
county court where the lands were sitvated. These who
held land in the tertitory of Earl Granville were to register such
lands as were not entered, in his office or in the office of the
clerk of the county court where the lands were situated, All
patents which wore not registered within the specified time were
to be considered void. All rocpisters were required to report
ancually to the Auditor General or Ear! Granville's agents re-
spectively, a list of the transfers of land io their respective coun-
ties, specifying the pames of persons, the number of acres, the
situation of the land, and the date of the transfer. It was re-
quired that the secretary make a similar report of the wills. (z7).
In a report of the condition of the colony made to the Lords
Commissionets lor Trade and Plantations in 1761, it appears
that the quit-rent roll was then incomplete. (28], The auditor
up to this time had not kepta register of the grants of land.
He had only a partial Hat which was taken from the record of
the secretary, Omne thing that augmented the difficelty in mak-
ing a quit-rant roll was the variety in the size of the grants of
land. The amount of land the eatly settlers received depended
upon the number of servanis they imported. The number of
acres allowed for each person varied from time to time. In
1708 the Lords Proprictors instructed the Governor to limit
the grants to six hundred and forty acres (29. In 1715, the
assembly passed an aet prohibiting a surveyor from surveying
more than that number of acres in one tract. In 1736, the King
directed that one million two hundred thousand acres of land be
granted to Henry MeCulloh and others. In accordance with
which, this number of acres was taken in ninety-six grants of

EHC. RV, 5 100 Teedell, BT, (27 lredetl, 121, 134, (38 © R. VI, p. 815 (89) C.
¥, pW.



