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PREFACE.

: HERE is to be found in every trade the old workman who
will deplore departed customs and unused methods with
the remark : “ The trade isn’t what it uged to be!” The remark
is particularly true of the wall-paper trade, which is very far
from what it formerly was. During the past ten or fifteen
years productions in wall-papers have changed considerably.
Not only has there been a large increase in the variety of walt-
paper, but many different materials beside paper have come into
more or less general use for wall decoratione. Hanging burlsp,
buckram, silk, tapestry, Lincrusta, and a variety of other apecial
hangings i8 now all part of the business of the paper-hanger,

To represent from a practical point of view the paper-hanging
bueiness as it exiets to-day is the aim of this manual, and the
hope that it may prove of some service to the practical man is
the sincere wish of the author.

Thanks are due to several frianda who have kindly given the
benefit of their experience, among them V. B. Grinnell, the
veteran writer on practical topics connected with painting and
papering.
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PAPER-HANGING.

CHAPTER 1.
THE TOOL8 EMPLOYED.

HE, mission of the paper-hanger is a landable one; his du-

tieg are to beautify our homes snd {o render them cleaner,

for cleanliness is of paramount importance in all operations of

paper-hanging. Paper may be stuck on dirty walls; but a good

job of paper-hanging and dirty walls are in every sense dia-

metrically opposed. (leanliness and health, beauty of sur-

roundings and refinement of character! Truly the paper-hanger

and decorator occupies no unimportant position in the econo-
mies of life.

In the following pages an effort iz made {0 poriray the frade
of paper-hanging in all its branches as it is {o-day. But little
attempt is made to deal with those vague qualities, 20 inseparably
connocted with all mural decoration, of “taste” and “ Gtness.”
They have not heen neglected because they are unimportant.
Taste in the selection of wall-hangings exactly suitable for the
purpose cannot be taught within the narrow confines of a work
like this; it depends rather upon ne inconsiderable natural abil-
ity, and upon exhaustive study and practice. To accurately se-
lect wall-hangings requires the possession of much ability, much
valuable kmowledge, and muoch practical experience. For these
reasons the practical rather than the sesthetic haa received the
greatest attention in this work.

For a ready understanding og the subject it is convenient to



