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PREFACE

THE text used for the following extracts is that of
the second Edinburgh edition of De Quincey’s works,
published in fifteen volumes in 1862 and 1863, which
is itgelf a re-isaue, with once additional volume, of
the first collective edition in fourteen volumes (18583—
1860), thirteen volmmes of which were published under
the supervision of De Quineey himself. The text of
the paper © On the Rnocking at the Gate in Moacheth *,
which was re-published posthumounsly in the four-
Leenth volume of the fivst collective edilion, and thuas
never underwent rovision al De Chincey's hands,
has been corrected by the text of the oviginal publi-
cation in the London Mogozine, Oetober, 1823, The
same 18 trne of the extract from the * Letters to a
Young Man whose education has been neglected ?,
originally published in the London Magazine, March,
1823,

Maderials not included in the Edinburgh edition
of 1862-3, which have been drawn upon, are as
tollows : —

*Notes from the Fecket-Book of an English
Opium-Eater’ ; ° Antagonism ' and * English  Die-
tionaries ', London Magazine, November, 1823,

‘Sketches of Life and Manners from the Auto-
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biography of an Fmglish Opium-Eater.”  $'ait’s Edin-
burgh Magazine, August, 1836

*Recollections of Charles Lamb.”  Pait's Edinburgh
Magazine, June, 1538,

*The Enplish Language.”  Blackwood’s Edinburgh
Magazine, April, 1839,

‘Pope's retort upon Addison.”  American edition of
De Quincey's writings, vol. xvi, Boston, 1855,

Referenees Tiave been piven for every extract to
the place of orviginel publication and to Maszson’s
edition of Do Quineoy’s works, A, & C, Black, 1580
1340,

I am indebred to Aiss (), M. Myers for her kind
belp in collating portions of the text, and to Professor
de Sélincourt For some nseful criticism,
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INTRODUCTION

De Quixcey has in our day no reputation as a
literary critic.  He lives for the world as the English
Opiuni- Eater, for the student as the wriler of a rarve
kind of imaginative prose.

Yeu his eritical work gives a fuller revolation of his
many-sided genius than his more purely inaginative
writings, and it has & high intrinsic value in its sin-
cerity, its subtlety, and, to wse a word which D
Quincey himselt applied to the highest function of
literature, its power,

He was well equipped a1 the outset for the business
of criticism. His subtle mtelleet waz wedded to an
imagination lotty and penetrating in a rare degree,
and Lo this natural eedowment he had added, by the
time that he started upon his desullory carcer as
& critic, an iImmense store of learning gathered from
books, and a very real and intense, if limited experiences
of life.  With all this, his achievement as a critie is
disappointing, Every reader of De Quincey is
familiar with the element of caprice that is present
in his best work. In his imagingtive prose-pieces
he is apt to tumble his reader without & moment’s
warning from the heights of impassioned contempla-
tion to the Hats of mere commmonplace, A consummate



