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ATOLOGIA

"The Kentucky Highlanders' was published, in part,
in Tom Watson'z Jeffersonian Magazine, for March, 1912,
With the permission of this magazine it is here published
in full. My only apology for publishing a brochure of
this sort iz an attempt to correct, what iz in my opigion,
some c¢rroneous impressions under which the outside
world has loog labored, with regard to the Kentucky
Mountaineers,

In my discussion of religions condiitons in the moun-
tains, I trust that my Primtive Haptist friends io that
section of the state will be fair-minded enough not o
consider it as a thrust, or a challenge,  Furiher, T would
add that the contents of s brochure have reference,
not especially to the towns in the mountaing, but more
particularly to the outlying sections.

I would be ungrateful if T failed to ackoowledge my
sincerest thanks to the fallowing friends, for their assist-
ance in the preparation of this brochuare s D, Huobert G
Shearin, Professor of Ol English, and of English Phi-
lology in Transylvania University: Dr. A, 35, MacKenzie,
Professor of Englizh and of Comparative Literature in the
State University of Kentucky: Clarence Campbell Free-
man, Professor of Eoglish Literature i Transylvania
University ; Seaator H, . Smich, of Hindman, Ky,
Roscoe C. Kilgore, of Hindmun, Ky.; 3Mr Desha Breck-
inridge, Editor of the Lexingron Herald ; 1o my mother,
Mrs, Joha W, Combs, and to Mre Monroe Combs,

J. H: E:
Lexington, Kentucky,
September, 1913,
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Huberd Gilison Shearin
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Tur Kentucky HigHLANDERS

THEIR ORIGIN, EXTERNT AND NATIONALITY.,

of Great Dritain a hundred years {rom the

caves and wilds of Scotland and  Ireland,
taught the English people how to slay a king and build a
commonwealth, and, driven into exile into the wilderncss
of America, led our Revolutinn, peopled the hills of the
South, and conquered the West.

“The breed o which the Southern white man be-
longs has conguered cvery [oot of soil on this carlh their
feer have pressed, for a thousand years. A handful of
them hold in subjection three hundred millions in India
Place a dozen of them in the heart of Africa, and they
will rule the continent unless you kill them,”’

These words from the pen of Thomas [hxon, Jr., 10
“I'he Clansman,"’ may be somewhat overdrawn and far-
fetched. They are quoted here, however, hecause the
Kentucky mountaineers are of that breed which is spoken
of as “peapling the hills and conquering the West.”

An area of nearly thitteen thousand square miles of
mountiainous country extending northeast and southwest
along the eastern part of Kentucky: ridges and peaks
rising from an altitude of from fve bundred to three

ke I | IS (the Covenanter's) race had defied the Crown



s THe Kevtucky HIGHLANDERS

thousand feet; comprising a population of more than
four bundred thousand : with an area of coal beds sul-
ficient to supply the world for the pext half century, be-
sides large areas underlaid by excellent clays of several
sorts, commercially important deposits of iron ore and of
onchre, superior sand for glass-making and other purposes,
proved fields of oil and of natoral gas, pure limestone for
iren formace [lux, and stone well suited for structural
purpases; the reputed pre-historic dwelling-place and
scene of sangueine cncounters between the Atalans and
Cutans, Telerans (loong-headed mound-builders) and
Apalans {round-headed mound-builders): the Istacans,
a DMongolian race; the Huasiotos and Yoelocans,
This 1z the land, and this the people about whom so
much hiis been written duriong the past Gfteen vears, Yef,
with such a long chain of history (?), and with such a
pedigree, United States Senator ''Jo’ Blackburn once
said, in a heat of political frenzy, that a stick of dyna-
mite ouprht to be pot aoder this seclion to blow 1t inlo
hacles !

Now, since the writer is a Kentucky Mountaineer,
both by birth and by adoption, he seels your indulgence
and pardon in attempting to add to the long hist of those
who have discussed the social, political, economical and
anthropopeographical status of the Kentucky mouontains.
Much has been zaid by wvarious wrters concerning the
descent and nationality of the Kentucky mountaineears,
Fiske, the historian, says they are of Scotch-Irnish descent,
and that their fore-fathers came down from Pennsylvania
into the Southern Alleghanies carly in the history of the
Republic : Thomas Dixon, Jr., in ""The Leopard's Spots,”’
and also in “"The Clansman,” calls the Southern high-



