STONEDELL LODGE.
A NOVEL, IN THREE
VOLUMES. VOL. |



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649382590

Stonedell Lodge. A novel, in three volumes. Vol. I by Frederick Spencer Bird

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



FREDERICK SPENCER BIRD

STONEDELL LODGE.
A NOVEL, IN THREE
VOLUMES. VOL. |

ﬁTrieste






STONEDELL: LODGE.

A Nobel

nY
FREDERICK SPENCER BIRD,

AUTIIOR O S TIARRINGTON,™

[N THEEE VOLUTAES.
VaL, 1.

Fondon
SAMUEL TINSLEY & CQ.,,
1o, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND.
1870,

[ AL Righie Rogrizaf.]






F

8z
BE5=
i w1

CONTENTS OF VOL. L
BOOGIK L
ELRPATHN.

GMALLER PAliE

[. THE BELLEK LF BAGSTEY - = - - 1

TI. THE ARTIZT ANT IS DEIGE z - - 1B

M. A MTUSHAND'E CONTEESION = - 42

¥, HEONENELL LODGE e z = - 15

Y. TN BROTITLTE-IX-LAW : - - 63

VI FarHER AXT 205 - . - 5 - Al

Vvil, THE FOETER-TATLENTS - - =" £ g7

Vill. THE DOTRLT IREEATTMLNT - - - 113

IX., TAF MAROWET's BUOCRES0H - ) - 126

X. THE UNWELCOME GUESLT - - % - 142

X1 A STARTLING DISCOVERY - - - 158

Xl THE 8TRANGER - - - - - 172

XIIT. THE PATRISH CLERK é - L)

XTIV, ON THE TRNACK g - = - - 207






STONEDELL LODGE.

BOOK 1.
USURPATION.

CHAPTER I
[HE BELLE OF DAGSLEY,

Tue morning sun was shining brightly on the
arey masonry of old Bagsley church, which
takes its name from the quiet little villaoe on
the outskirts of which it is =situated ; and the
cheerful rays, passing throuch the chancel
windows, fell on the yellow walls and white
marble slabs, the old stone font, and vacant
pews, making the dilapidations that time has
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2 Stonedell Lodie.,

wronght on the intertor of the building still
more conspicuouns to the eye of the observer.
A truly venerable pile it is, with its moss
and lichen grown buttresses, partly concealed
Ly the ivy which seems inclhined to take pos-
session of the whole building; its arched
windows, here and there of painted glass ; its
rustic porch of time-worn calk, in places rudely
carved with initials of villagers of a past
generation—many of whose names appear
inzeribed m full by other hands on the crum-
bling tombstones around ; and, lastly, its old
belfry, surmounted by a pointed gpire, in the
loopholes of which, from time immemorial,
Jackdaws, unmelested, have built their nests,
keeping proudly aloof from the inhabitants of
a neighbouring rookery, and ever mingling
their discordant notes with the deep cawing
of their more sable brethren. A low stone
wall surrounds the grecn and well-filled

churchyard, where the lover of quaint and



Usurpation. 3

curious epitaphs may, if he choose, cull a
fow choice specimens to add to his collection ;
and at the farther extromity, a small wooden
cate leads into the village of Bagsley, at the
entrance of which stands the modest, low-
built viearage, with its walled-in garden abut-
ting on the churchyard, and well-stocked with
acrod frnt-trees, which for wany years lLave
supplied the tables of the viear and his pre-
decessors with a plain but wholesome dessert,
and seem gtill as prolific as ever.

A little farther on, there stood at the date
of our story, the village hostelry, yelept the
Blue Boar ; a spacious old building, abound-
ing with odd gables and lattice-paned win-
dows, and having a swinging sienboard over
its wide doorway, through which latter, when
open, a glimpse might be obtained of a leafy
orchard at the back of the premises, where
alsowere situated fragrant rick-yards, stabling,
and other ontbuildings—for the worthy land-
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