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REay xo. 1.

Theres are s many different religlous syatems
in the world, each <lalming not only to be right
Lbut 1o ke divime, hal 3. rulionel mind, unwarped
by sect or crooed, is likely o bocome bawlldered and
diggustsd in efforts to reach and embrace religlous
troth. The claim fregquently pat Torth that all thoe
Chrlatian sect= are right '8 o palpable sheurdily-
Truth 1= always consistent with ilwelf, It is error
that canscs conluslon, Two oppoalog syeiems CHli-
not hath he onrrect They may both he wrotg, but
it ia inpoasible for both te o right. There may bo
sorme trth In every religlon that has been foldted
wpon the world,  leodecd, without that ng syatem
ool have contloued exlatence. It 1g that por-
tlon of each religlon Which 13 trae that keeps it
allve and makes Its errore plavzible

To =ay thut Sod is ibe walhor of the nonfliciing
reiiglong which dlatract monkingd, iz to charge TXim
with imeonsiztency and [olly, 1WAt which comer
from God muset of neceaalty be troe. This needs no
argument; it is sn aelf-evident that many thinking
people, behiolding the contentlon and gtrife of ages
over rellgious affairs, have formed the opinion
that all religlong are huwmen, conceived In the
minds of men and promulgated for selfla)) purpoaes,
Yet, admitting that there {3 2 Bupreme Being, the
Creator of all thingz, who i the embodiment of
triuth, justice, Inerey, wisdom and love, it seerns

R



4 RAYA OF LIVING LIGHT.

unreasonable (o think thet He would leave Hig In-
tellipent creatures without a guide on the rond to
the eternal future,

Ag there ig but one Hupremie God, theéere can bhe
but one tewe rellgion, That religion must be of
divine ovigin, Tt mwu2e come Trom God to Mman.
Religions invented by men would necessarily vary,
Man cannot by hia own asarching lnd out God, or
the ways of (o3, but Deity can anlighten man
and reveal Himzell and 1lis will to mortals. The
Infinite can vondaescand o che finlte, while the finlte
of 1tgell cannnc grasp wr oomprehend the Inflnite.
It {8 at the ulmost {mportance thal mankind shonald
Iearn what God vequdres, in acder that men and
wormen ey Lo ftted [er His presence und be in
harmony with Himn in thres and o olernity, The
true rebigion, thoerefore, that which God reveals,
that which He hag revesled, and that which He
muey wyer revedl, Ehoukd he conaldsreq of grentor
value than anythine elas, Nalhines Lhuat [ porish-
able can be comparnd with 1. Thai which endures
forever Iz lmmeasurably aboyve Lhat which only
laats Por time. Fa that gsing thiz pear! of greald
price” is rich aboye sl pampuiation,

Ome of the great crvora inle which pecpla have
fullen in roeferones to reblelon 1= that God mosl
aceept any mods of warzhip, any zort of prdinunees,
and any kind of church thuat rcen lnay establish,
w0 long ng they are sitveore in thelp Intentions and
devout in their desires, Gl mugl be worshiped
not only in spirit, Lug 18 froth. Hila word 18 truth.
Elig aplrit is the spirit of truth. Col’s retigion, then,
will be the truth, and noching buc the truth, and
He wiil accene of nothing short of this, The lo-
ventlona af iken, wholever oy be thejr motives,
are not of God and thecelors, ave valn, The prae-
ceptas and opinionsg and vagarles of man-appointed
preacher: and teachers, nat being Buthorized or
inzpired of God, cannot be relied upon and are nof
acknowladged in heaven, Christendom aa  well



RAYS OF LIVING LIGHT. k

g3 heathendom iz I a ferment with hurnan ©con-
ceptions and conflicting theorfex in relation to God,
His wlll, Hl=s purpo=zea, and His requiremenlts. The
result is spiritual Babylon, which is confusiou.
z0d 18 mot with it for He ia the author of peace,
ond order and harmaony,

“Birail = the gote and oarrow la the way which
lezdeth unto UL and few thers be that find 1.7
rg gald the geeat Teacher whany professing Chriz-
tizns regard Az lhe Savior of the world (Matthew
VIN, 14,y He also declared: “WVertly, verily, I #ay
unte you, he that entereth not by the deor into the
ghecpiald, but cllmbeth gp Bome other way, the
pame i3 a thief and A robber,’” (John X; 1) Also,
“But in vain they do worship mne, teaching for doc-
rimea the commuoendmentr of men™ (Matt, 15 &
And fuorther, “"Man shall nor live by bread alone,
but by every word that prasesdeth out of the mouth
of Cod.” (Malt. 1V, 43,

The nationz thal are colled heathen are, ne
doubt, as sincere in th=ir {dolatrous werahip da are
ihe Chriglian natlons in theic opposing creeds and
devotional sxervisus. 3IE niere mincerity andg devout
molives are sulflclont for fd's acceoptapens, then
heathendon: ig on o pur with {“hreistendotn in tha
sight of Heaven, Tat the cljoctor will hin dounbt
reply, “Heathen redgiona lack the one esdentlal fea-
ture of scceptance with God, fallh in Jeaua Chrisl.
Hawing that, doctrinal differences do oot matter;
faith alone is sullivient for =Ralvatlon, Christ 13 the
way, ilhe iruth, and the light, and wWhozosver be-
Heveth in him shall huave eccrnal Nfe! Thai ia
another of the aztonishibg errore of modern ce-
ligioua people And teachers. Selzing upon a [ew
igolatod texts [rom the New Testament, relying
upon the letter of the word alone, regardless of
the =pirlt and meaning therenf, they alipgether
Ignore numerous other texts in the same volume,
which make plaln the intent and signiflestion of
thoss which they select, Thelr eves are blinded Lo
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the pure fruth, they stumble in the way, a0d the
blind leading the blind, they are In danger of fall-
ing ints the dltch together.

Jeaus of Nazareth truly =aid, “For God so loved
the world that He gave Iils only begotten Son,
that whosoever believelh in him ahould not perish,
but have everlasting Hie™ (John I1I, 16} But hs
alan gald, "My sheep hear my volee, and 1 know
them, and thex follow me® (John X; 270 “Verily,
verlly, I =ry upnto you, he that belleveth om me,
lhe workse that I So ghall he do also; and grealer
warka than these shall e doc beeanse I po to My
Father." {John X1%; 1% "If a rman love me, he
will keep my wopd,”  (veree 353 “Lle (hat hath
my commandmenta and keepeth them, he t 1z that
loveth me; and he that Joveth me shall be joved
of my FPatboer, and T will lave himm and will manl-
fosl myscll abte e (reose 7Y ST ve keap ¥
commandments y¥e ahall ahids ie my dove, even as
I have kept my Falbers eommandments and ahide
in his lgye" {Johwn X7V 14,3 “MNot everyohe Lhat
guith unlo e Lord, Toed, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven but ha that Jo=th the will of MY
Father which ig 1n herver,”" (Matt, w10 213 “and
why =all ye me Lord, Lord, and do noi che things
which T gay?™ (Luke %I; 463 ""Whazpower, there-
fore, shall break one of thede jeast commundments
and ahall teach men ag, he zhall be called the
loast in the kimgdnm of heaven; bt whozoeyver shaill
do and teach thoin, the same zhall ba called great
In the kingdom of heaven; fov I say unio ¥ou that
except your righieouzness shall excesd the right-
eousness of the Scribeg and Pharisecs, ye shall in o
cage enter lota the kingdsm of heaven™ (Matt.
Wi 19-3k) “And every obte thag heareth thess say-
ingz of mine and dozth them not, zhall be likened
untoe a foolleh man which bullt his house upon the
sands, and the rain Jescended and the foods came,
and the wind blew and beuat upon that house and it
fell, and great was Che fall of It (Matt, VII; 26,
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27} “Every tree that bringeth not forth good froit
is hewn dowa and cast into the fire. Therefors by
thelr frults ve shall koow therm,'" (Matt, VII; 10)
When the rich young man asked the Savior what he
should do that he might haove eternal 1ife, he waa
not told thers was nothing for him to do but be-
Tewe in Chrlat, but the anawer wan, "If thon wiit
enter into 1lfe, keep the commandments™ (Matt.
XIX; 170 After Chelat's resarrection when ke sebt
his Apoetlesa into all the wortd to preach the Cospel
te cvery creature, he added, “eaching them to ob-
BETVE {l“ things whatsoever J have commanded
you,'””  (hatt, XXVII1; 800

Tha Aposfles thus aulhorized  obeyed these in-
structlong, and not enly proclaimed bellef in Jesua
Chrizt a5 necézsary o aoalvallon, but obedience o
hiz lezchings 2z equally casential. ‘The history of
their travels, a3 Turrated in the book called the
Agils of the Apoatles, dermnnsirates this to be true.
Zuch of their epiztles =e huve besp preservied and
., tompllad In the New Testatient, alse bear this
wilness, ‘These tecords show bevond reasonable
dlapute that the [aith In Christ which 1= sufficient
for salwvaton, comprehends= faith ln Hi#g teachings
and oboedience to Hiz coininands.

The bellef in Chrizt which g tanght by moedemn
Chrigtiny #te i3 thus vondemned by the Apostle
James: “Rat willt thoo knoew, O vain man, that
falth without works = dend? Te ses thep how
that by works a man 8 Jusilfled, and not by fzith
only™  “Far ng tha body without the apirit g dead,
so fuith without worka 1s dead alsn.” (JTameg II;
o, 24, 26.)

The Apostle Faul ja generally cited as the great
preacher of the dootrine of juatifieation by faith
fnlone. But that he is misundercstood on that sub-
Ject is evident from his Bpfstle to the Romans, in
which, while he proclalme the doctring of justifica-
tton by faith, he alsp wifirmy emphatienlly the ne-
cegalty of good works as the fruoite of falth: as for
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inatance: “Who will rerdder to every man according
to hig daeds; to thoss who by patient continuance
In well doing, seek for glory, and honor and im-
mortatity, eternal life. ¥But ante them that are
contentions, and do not obeoy the truth, but obey
unrightesusoedd, indignatlon and wrath, tribula-
tlon and angulsh uypon every soul of man that
doeth ewil, of 1ha Jew firet and alse of the Gen-
tHle. DBut glory, henor and peace tn every man
that worketh good, to the Jew Lrgt and also to the
Trentlie, Tor there = nn respect of personz with
God"  (Fomans I1: 4-1103

Tt 12 Lo this very epizlle that the advocates of
zilvation by fulrh aloee chlefly refer when sesl-
ing runpporl for fheir icational theory, and they
guote: "Therelnre beilng juatifled by foith we have
peare wilh Cod thoough oor Lovd Jesus Christ™
{(Bumana V; 1.0 Alse, "“Yhere iz boasting then?
Tt Ia exciuded. Hy whal law? OFf worka? Nay,
but by the Toow of fuith.” (Chap I100: 25 But they
negleot to add what follows, "Thercfore we com-
clude that 8 man 18 justified hy faith without the
deeds of the law, (verse 8B The tenor of the whueis
gpiatle iw to the clfect that the law of Mozes Iz in-
sufficlent; that *Therefnr: by the dzeds of the law
there shall be oo flesh justitied In his sight,” (verse
20y Thas juastifivation and redemition c0ome throQgh
the abtonement inade by Christ. and that falth in
Him which includez bellef ln Hie teachings and
obedience to Ilis commands, ig the one Way of aal-
vallom,

Anather quotation common wilth the disciples of
the falth alorne Jdocirine s this: “That i thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 3nd
ghalt belleve in thine hearr thai (3od hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” [(Romang
X: 2.3 But here agsin they omit the following verse:
“For with the heart man beileveth unto righteous-
ness, and with the mouth gonfeselon 1= made unto
galvation. (verse 10.}



