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MEMOIR.

Ir affords & mournful gratification to bereaved
friends to record, in such writings as the fol-
lowing memorial, some paxticulars of the ear
liest years of their departed ones, and to give
an account of their devoted lifa and peaceful
death; but in this thair chief design should be
to present such features of charaeter, and such
cireumetances tending to ita development, as
are important sad instructive, and, in them-
gelves most likely to induce those young
porsons who may read to imitate the ex-
ampleg presented, and to take encouragement
from their early religious experience. It is
undoubtedly right that the name of a youth
of deserving merit and extracrdinary promise
should be preserved, that vthers may bless God
for the saving grace which was manifested in
his short history and charscter, and beinduced
to imitate his noble example.

No subject excites a more pensive or hal-
lowed feeling than the remembrance of the
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pious dead The reccllection of deuemed
friends connects with it & multitude Of inter-
esting and affecting reflections. Persoms,
places, conversations, events, are constantly
revived in the mind, and for the moment
we seem to live life over again; but soon
the painful conviction follows that all have
vanished, —that all is nnrepl,—for the indi-
viduals called up in this way upon the stage
of memory, heve terminated their proba-
tion, and entered into the rest and joys of
hesven. We gbnll meet them no more on
earth, to be instructed by their intelligence,
stimulated by the fervour of their piety, or
encournged by the unreserved devotion of their
lives to God. Their worke of faith and labonrs
of love are over. They appear no more in
the family circle, the sanctuary of their choice,
or b the Lord's table, where Christians meet
to commemorate their Master's dying love.
Wa shall not see them again until mortality ia
swallowed up of life, and the dead, small and
groat, ahall stand before God
!t They die in Jasna, and are blest :
How oddm thelr slnmberg are !

From muffarings and firm woes relensed,
And freed from every mara,

Among the pions dead who have been sum-
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moaed to the peaceful snd heppy abodes of
paradise muat now be numhbered the name of
Edword Coulson Brumwsll, who ezchanged
thiz mortal scene for everlasting life, in the
fifteenth year of his age, at Penrith, on Thurs-
day, December 5th, 1861. The bloom was
beantiful and lovely, and the bud promising,
but the fruit was not permitted to mature on
earth. It pleased God to gather it early, for
the hetter gardon nnd the richer climate of
the heavenly world. The life of very few
youths, with whom the writer of this memeoir
has been broupht into connection, have sup-
plied more interesting materialy for the in-
struction of others, had but suitable care been
employed to preserve them. This deficiency
eannot now he wholly eupplied, But & parent's
intimnts Enowledge of him will sscure veracity,
‘and such selections have been made as will at
least indicate an hone¢st purpose to present
perfect ressmblancs, and to magnify the grace
of God so signally exhibited in his short life
and history.

Edward was the son of the Rev. Thomas
Brumwell, Wesleyan Methodist minister, and
was horn August 12th, 1847, at Burton-upon-
Trent, From the situation in which his parents
were placed, it may be supposed that in his
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earliest years he enjoyed peculiar advantages
for becoming early acquainted with the prin-
ciples of saving religion, and the need of giving
his heart to Fod. Buch circumstances, and their
influences, are not always successful in leading
young persons to Christ and the enjoyment of
religion ; but in this case the ground of the
henrt was gracicusly prepared of the Lord for
the good seed of the kingdom, and there soon
appeared enconraging indirations of rich fruit-
fulness to his honour and glory. His parents
were fully assured thet in every instance
human nature is depraved, and needs the cor-
recting, renewing, snd sanctifying influences
of divine grace; it was, therefore, their early
and constent esre to instil into his mind the
hallowing principles of religion, and deeply to
imbue it with those salutery traths of Christi-
anity, the cordiel beliaf of which is the only
permanent source of every real excellence,
These uotiring labours were amply rewarded
by the unfolding blossoms and mellow fruits
of early religion, which soon appeared ; and it
was pleasing to hiz friends to find how soon
these germs of truth and righteousness, thus
carefully lodged in his mind, began to spring up
within him, and to eppear in the formation of
his early habits and conversation. From his
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infoncy he was remarkable for an amishle and
affectionate disposition, and for such sincere
piety and entire devotion to God as eeldom
ments the eye, or is recorded in the hingraphical
memorials of such tender years; and which, asg
fur as his mental powers had yet expanded, pro-
mised the richest fruits of advantage to himself
and of comfort to his relatives and friends. He
goon won, by his ohedience and diligence, the
high esteam of all with whoem he was asso-
ciated. When quits a child, he fraquently re-
quested his parents, and sspecially his mother,
who was more witk him, o take him into her
room for prayer and meditation on divine
things. These were memorable seasons of
hallowed profit tn both, but to him especially
they were times full of self-conseoration to
God and his Saviour, '

 The gentle mothor bowed her hesd, in heart-flt,

holy joy ;

And fall of gratefal love, implored w1l blemsings for
her boy,

And desr to him that mother was, whe taught him
firwt $0 pray ;

And leading hils young heact to God, through Jesus
shewad the way,"

When not more than three years of age, and

before he knew n letter in & book, he would
often bring the Bible te his mamma, and
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ask her to read; and he has frequently sat
patiently for an hour together, waiting until
she was able to read it to him. It is a blessed
omen, when & child can s0 conquer & natural
feeling of diffidence on the subject of experi-
mental and persons] religion, sz In the strength
of filial ¢confidence and affection to disclose
his gpiritual and mental exercises to those
from whose hearta he ought to expect the desp-
est and most sacred sympathy. He was now
beginning to feel that religion helomged to the
individusl, and fully believed thet in the mo-
mentous question of his salvation it was nght
to obtain all the help within his reach; end
to whom could his young heart apply with so
much confidence and propriety, e to thoge
who were his natural guardisns, snd who
watched over him with the most anxions
solicitude day by day? At other times, ns his
years incressed, he was frequently foond—
while in a room with other children at play
—on his knees in' & corner, praying or reading
the sacred volume. He often retired alone
for the same sacred purpose; when, for an
hour together, he wept and prayed before God,
uncovering the yery secret recesses of his na-
ture before the Invisible, and helding secret
and close fellowship with Lis Heavenly Father;




