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INTRODUCTION. -

TaE COMMITTRE 0OF ARBANGEMEXTS, for the celobration of
the 118th snniversary of the Birth-day of THoMas Paivs,
the Author-Hero of the Revolution, congratulate the liberal
and enlightened portion of their fellow-citizens on the success
which has attended this effort to do justice to a great man's
memory.

The Invitation of the Committee to the Political and Reli-
gious friends of Tmoxag Paiwm, to join in celebrating his
Birth-day, met with & noble response. We were cheered by
harmonicus feelings snd liberal contributions. Men of lib-
eral pentiments, though widely separated in their opinions
on political, social, and religions questions, joined heartily in
8 great ovation to the memory of an Honest Man, who, fear-
lessly and conscienciously did a moble work for Humanity.

The result was, one of the largest snd most enthusiastio
“celobrations ever known in our eity. It was ushered in with
the firing of artillery, from the bhills which overlook Cincin-
nati, and from the neighboring city of Newport, on the Ken-
tucky bank of the Ohio river.

The meeting, which enjoyed and applauded the Oration,
Addresses, and Music, waa, probably, the largest that ever
assembled on such an occasion. GREENWooD HALL, the
great hall of the Ohio Mechanics’ Institute, was densely
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filled, and hundreds could mot obtain admission; although
two other celebrations were in progress at the same hour in
the vicinity—that at the Turners’ Hall, where the addresses
were in the Glerman language; and one in the neighboring
city of Newport, Kentucky.

The Committes have much pleasurs in pregenting to the
publie, in 8 permanent form, this record of s public event,
which, they trust, marks the dawn of a new era of Intelli-
gence in the apprecistion of Warth, snd of Courage, and
Liberality in the expression of our obligations to PusLic
BRNEFACTORS. '

It may be proper to say that, in extending invitations to the
epeakers, no restriction was made, and no pledge required.
Each was Ieft to the.free, consciencious performsnce of hia
individual duty, and ia slons respoosible for the sentiments
advanced. The spirit of the occasion wez ome of Freedom
and Toleration.

The Committee would express their thanks fo all whe have
in any way contributed to the Great Moral Triumph, which
haa been achieved in this Celebration; and would encourage
the friends of Free Thought to renewed exertions,
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TrE music of the United States’ Military Band, from the
Government Barracks at Newport, Ky., welcomed an over-
flowing aundience of Iadies and gentlemen to GRERNWOOD
Hair, which was appropriataly decoreted for the ocession.

Izaso E. Hepoes, Esq., on taking the Chair, as President
of the Festival, addreased the aszembly as follows :

ADDRESE OF TEE PRESIDENT:

LarrEs A¥D GENTLEMRYN (—

I have been unexpectedly ealled npon to presida on this ceeasion
but while I scknowledge my inability to fill the chair with the fit-
pess the gocasion demands, yeb I am wob disposed to decline the
duties and responsibilities of such & position.

I congratalate you my fellow-citizens, of every clime and nation, that
& day has dawned apon us, when we can sseemble in emch wast
nambers, to commemorate the noble sentiments of one, who stood
ot in bold relief before the foes of Homan Righta, whether they were
Kings, Potentates, or Pricste. We meet, not to worsbip men, but great
priociplea.  We are not idolators, or man-worshipera; but we bow
humbly, aod reverence great truthe and holy principles, wherever
they are found,

I have no sacrifices to make. They bave long since been offered.
The natural tendeney of my mind has fong mince led me to look be-
yond the boundaries of sectarianism, and the popular creeds of the
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day; and having early resd the ' Rrcars oF Maxn,” by the Im-
MOBTAL PAINE, I leamned to consider it my duty and my privilege
. to embrace the truth wherever my remson found it—and fearlesaly
proclaim jt, whether it was in barmony with, or in opposition to,
orthodoxy. )

Let ua ever cherish the generous apirit that inspired our (irest
Champion of Huwan Rights, whose very soul eould not be confined
to s mingle siate or country, but leaped over oceans to find new
fields for its philanthropie emotione. Let ue ever prove faithful to
the trust, secured to our possession by his antiring zeal in the cause
of our own glorious couniry, that the * Criars" that omce tried
men's sculs may mever again resur,

May the Bun of Liberty, whose dawn was heralded in the mern
of the American HRevolotion by THowas PAmNE, contioue its
onward merch, until it shall arrive at o Bxed and eteroal meridian

Musie.—NaTioNAL AIRs, BY THE BaND.



ORATION.

BY T. L. NICHOLS, MD.

Ma. PepsipENT—LADI®S ANDp GuRTLENMEN :—] have sccepled
with pleasure and with prids, the henorable position your committes
has axsigned me. It might have been entrusted to cne better able to
do justice to the demands of this oceasion; but the honor could not
havs been conferred upon any ohe who would sppreciate it mors
kighly, or whe comld feol more snzioty to perform worthily the
pacrod duty of reseming from the detkmess of ignorsnoe, the blight
of bigotry, and the calumnies of creed-bound sectarisns, the fame of
& man, who han dons mors than to #fill the messure of his country’s
glory;*' one who haa been B hero and & mertyr in the canse of
civil and religious liberty thronghout the world.

I respond cordially, therefore, to tha sommons to address yon on
this ocoasion, and to the sentiments sxpressed in the presmble snd
resolutions, inviting youw to join in this celsbration; and I, a
gtranger here, congraimlata yon upon the liberality, freedom, and
justics, which have prompted your moble response to that invita-
tion. :

I congratulste Cincinnati, Queen City of the West, that she has
the mind and heart, the manly courage snd nobility of soul, to
render this tribute of justiee to one of the great unapprocisted heroea
of humanity. I comgratalate the Great West upon the spirit of
freedom that breathes over hor prairies, and flows onward with ber
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rivers. I aongratulate the country that embosoms this glorions home
of plenty and of liberty. I coppratulate the universal humanity that
there is an America, and & Great West, snd & queenly city here,
and & people, a0 free, so intelligent, ac generoua and heroio, as thus
to celebrate this enniversary, to vindioate the truth of ]mllarjr,
]mlp to right the wronge of half & century.

At is right, that the exawpies of gourage, gening end philanthropy
in the past, should be held in remembrance for the emulstion and
gratitnde of the present and the foture.

B s frue, and it s a part of my duty to make it manifest to rll
who hesr me, that the life and writings of THOMAS PAINE prove
him to have been » hero, a philosopher, sod & philanthropiat, and
worthy of oar sdmiration and gratitade,

At is true, a8 will sbundant]ly appesr, that his gminent and wne-
qualed services, in the camse of Awerican Independence, and of
Civil nod Religious Libarty, entitle bim especially to the honor and
gratitude of every American; sud it was, therefore, rightly and
nobly reeolved to celebrate, hera and now, the 119th Aoniverssry,
of the Birth-day of the Anthor-Hero of the Revolution—the vindi-
vabor of the rights of man, and the champion of Civil and Religious
Liberty, THoMa8 PAINE ; whose Clommon SBEns® awoke the Ame-
rican people to the Declaration of Independencs ; whose Crims, in
the times that tried men's sonls, gave vigoe to cur arma; who
nmerted and defended the Prinviples of Republican Liberty in both
hemispheres ; who was the wneompromising foe of all despotisms,
and the sowavering friend of Freedom and Humanity.

Most heartily do I respond to this appes] ; most cheerfully will L
present to you all that is necded to snstin it—the simple facts of
the Lifa of that Hoxesr Maw, whose birth upon eur planet was a
blessing to humanity, and rendered illustrious and memorable TaE
DAY WE OELEBRATE.

Taomas PAINE, eon of an English Quaker, was born at Thetford,
England, Fanuary 29, 1787. A man of the peopls, be received only
the common rudiments of an English education, and at the age
of thirteen was taken from sohool to nssist his father, in hiu trade

of staymalker.



