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How to Write for the Press.

AUTHOR'E FOREWORD.

Tur ohjeot of this littles work is te bo sien in o
glance ot its contents, and I believe it will supply
a long-falt want. The text of the work s a copy
of a pocket-book gradually compiled by mysall in
ghorihand, which Thave carried in my pocket for
yoars, steadily adiding to it from time to time as
axperience dictated. I have on innumerable oc-
castons found 1t excesdingly serviceabls, especially
in “Lunting-up" partienlars of proceedings at
which I Aid nob happen to be present. With
such & book in his hand, on any occagion, it is
almost impossible for a reporter, ab all np to his
work, te slip any important item, or omit to
make any very particnlar inquiry in connection
with the ordinary run of gatherings and events of
which he s roquired to give an account, Whilst
in the train on my way to & public gathering (ag
tha representative of & provinelal newspaper
giving very full reports], [ have often openad
my pocket-bozk and entorad the guestions te be
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vi AUrHoR'S FOREWORD.

asloed during the day in my note-beok, leaving
blanks for the answers to ba filled in ; and at the
end of the procesdings, finding that the blanks
Lhad all been filled up, T wos sure that I hnd
obtained all the particulare I requoired, and that 1
cotthd have missed nothing of imporfanes,

It may be zaid that many of the questions are
eaperfiuons. 8o they may sesm on the sorface,
pid may indeed be so to the representative of o
morning or evening paper, whose instroctions are
Lo only “fpive a fow stioks™ of this or that pro-
eecding ; but the reporter for the loeal weclly
may desire to get the fullest details, and in thol
case he will find every quesiion set down nsefnl.
It must be borne in mind that the book iz not
wrillen for any special cluss of newspaper seribes.
It will probably be coneaded that the information
whiich the work fmparts will prove valuable to the
tyro ; tmt [ ventura to think that it may boe of
pome advantage also even to the proficiont and
experieneed presaman, remwindiog him of many
things connected with the bosiness in hand which
he ie likely to forget or overlook ; whilst the
tarme and phrases given will aid hiz memory by
giving him the expression which, for the time
being, ha cannot call to recollection, Agsin,
many of the questions given are intended, not
po twach with the view of obtaining direet
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answers to Lthem, ns to lead the person ques-
tioned, and even the questioner hitnself, to
think of and mecntion other matters, which
might otherwise escape notice, connoched with
tho proveedings ander consideration,

E. P. Davigs,



GENERAL HINTS.

HE difficultics which beset the path of the
youlyr journslist, who hos not enjovad the
advautazes of a regnlar professional train-

ing, are neither few nor slight. 3tll, given
certain  primary gualifications and conditions,
they are difficultirca which may be very specdily
sormounted, provided the noviea ia detormined Lo
achieva snccess in his adopted calling.  The sub-
joined suggestions, which are based upon actual
experience, are intended to supply, (o sowe ¢x.
tend, the lack of preliminery instmmetlion,

The primary qualifications of & represeniative
of the Press aoay be very briefly summariaed.
They comprizo a4 sound mind in & soand body ;
a goml English ednmecation, combined with some
knowledge of, at least, the Latin and Fresch
langnages § and an active physical and menial
lempersinent. Theve 13 peed, too, for moral
courage, to enabls him to resizt all indacements
to diverge from the striet line of daty; awd, as he
requires to be prompt both in desision and action,
he shonld possess o clear judgment. ' The man
who has decision of character,” says John Foster,
Uil not re-examine his conclusions with ead.
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less repetition, and ke will not be delayed long by
conzulting other persons after he hias consed to
congult himszelf." These gqualities, however, aro
but the foundations. Without them there is
litthe hope of success in jonrnalism. We shall
asstime that the foundations have beem well and
faithfulty Iaid, and proceed to consider how the
suparetructors of professional competency in to be
vaised,

The junior feporier may be placed either upon
the home staff of his journal, or, which is not
nnfrequently the case, he may be siationed in an
onf-diziried, the whole of the news of which he iz
expected to glean, and to forward to the head
office day by day. In the latter case his dilli-
enylbics will T sregler, from tho fack that he has
no ane to ingtroat him, and has to be gnided toa
largo extent by his own jndgment, That jwlg-
mint, unless it is aided by the connsel of vnge wle
hos pazeed throngh similar experionces, i fiely
at timas to lead the beginner asfray.

Ome of the primary virtnss which a newspapor
reporter ofghl to possess 13 that of panctnality,
an(l if this is enltivated assidnonsiy at the outset
of his carcor it will in time become to Doy w sort
of seromd pature, Its advantages are obviens,
The reporter frequently obtains information at
the commancement of & mesting which ¢annot b
hwl afterwarnds, save at Lhe expenss of & consider.
able amount of time and troubls ; he is abla to
secare & full and correct list of names, where it is
necessry Lo givae iE, with, perhaps, copies of vesn-
lutions intended to be moved, and of docoments



