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PREFACE.

NITED prayer is the duty and privilege of

every household. When the social instincts of
our nature are sanctified by the spirit of true devotion,
the worship of the family becomes a blessed necessity;
and to meet that deep and holy want is to enter the
path of peace and joy, What enlightened reason,
conscience, and affection suggest, the word of God
authorizes and sanctions by example and precept.
Respecting Abraham, the father of the faithful, God
said: “I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment ;
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which
He hath spoken of him." That children and a
household should be taught to keep “the way of the
Lord,” without being taught to pray to Him, is
inconceivable, [t is recorded in the history of David,
that when he and the multitude had lodged the
ark in the place provided for it, all the people
departed, every man to his house; and what was
intended by this language is suggested by the
words which follow—* then David returned to dless Ais
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vi Preface.

housekold” Eli the high-priest was remiss in domestic
duty, and we know the retribution which came upon
his sons and upon himself.

The language in which the Hebrew parent was
bound to secure a religious education to his chil-
dren is most emphatic : “ These words which I com-
mand thee this day shall be in thine heart, and
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children ;
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou
shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and
on thy gates.”

There is a beautiful continuity in the devotions of
Christians, especially on the Lord's-day,—which is no
exceptional season of worship, but rather a typical
season intended to pour its own spirit of light and love
into all other days, and to make them the images and
reflections of itself ;—private devotion in the moming
prepares for family devotion afterwards; and family
devotion, in like manner at eventide, prepares for
private devotion ; public worship comes between,—
the reservoir of morning prayer, the fountain of even-
ing praise,. 'We gather up and carry into the house
of God, what has been previously excited in our
souls, we go from strength to strength, every one in
Zion appeareth before God ; we bring from the public
altar of worship the fire which lightens up our hearth-




Preface; vii

stone with the illumination of a Divine fellowship,
and which helps us alone, before we lie down in
slumber, to pay our last tribute of adoration at the
close of the holy day.

The first day of the week should lead up to God,
and hallow in His service the following six ; and not
cne morning, not one evening, should pass without
leaving its memorial before Him.

In this daily service not a few nced more or less
of help. Happily, whatever controversies have been
raised about forms of prayer in the Church, no con-
troversy exists touching forms of prayer at home,
Here, at least, most Christians are of one mind,
Some heads of houscholds do not possess the readiness
of thought, the fluency of expression, and the confi-
dence—the humble confidence—of manner, essential
to a leading of the devotions of a family. To such per-
sons, prayer-books are of essential use ; and to others,
whao are able generally to meet the demands of duty
in this line of service, prayer-books may still prove of
considerable although subordinate value, They may
assist when they are not alone employed. They may
sugpest and guide when the filling vp is supplied
extemporaneously ; and when additional scpplica-
tions and thanksgivings follow the inspiration of the
printed text.

Devotional literature is rich in the present day in
books of this description, but there is a growing
demand for more and more. And this is the con-
sequence of an obvious cause. Variety in family
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devotion is very desirable—indeed, essential to the
maintenance of real interest in its enpagements : and
therefore new domestic forms of worship will be.
sought from time to time, and the same family, if
wise, will in succession use many.

Combined with the higher qualities of devotional
literature, variety has been largely studied, and it is
hoped successfully attained in the volume now issued,
inasmuch as many hands have been employed in its
production—the contributors varying in the number of
their contributions from two prayers for a single day,
to a series of prayers for a whole week. The compo-
sitions of the same pen however do not always follow
in immediate order.

No particular chapters in the Holy Bible are
indicated for reading in connection with these prayers,
as the prayers are provided for only seven weeks,
and no selection could be advantageously made for so
short a period.

At the end of the volume will be found prayers
adapted for particular occasions and seasons. They
are more numerous and varied than such as are
generally found in manuals of this description; and,
by the insertion of forms of devotions for great
religious festivals, it is hoped that members of dif-
ferent communions may find the volume of service
to them. Thank God, we can banish sectarianism
from at least one kind of worship: whether Con-
formists or Nonconformists, our homes are bright-
ened or shaded by like joys and sorrows, and what-
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ever opinions may be formed of certain names given
to certain days, all can employ the same language
in celebrating. the great facts of Christian Redemp-
tion.

The prayers contributed by the late Dr. Vaughan
are selected from a volume which he published not
long before his death, entitled * The Daily Prayer
Book" : the title has, by an arrangement with the
family, been retained in this volume. .



