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ADVERTISEMENT.

RerupskxraTioNs made to wme respecting some of the stude-
ments én the former edition of thiz pomphiletl, induced me
personally o re-invesligale the occwrrences ﬁﬁrmd to.
This second visdt, whilst it has cnabied me lo corvect some
particulars, has seyved ementially lo confirm my previous
sfalemenis of the condition of Ireland and of lhe evils
whick appear {o be among the radical causes of her misery,
and I trust that the careful revision which the pamphlet has
undergone, together with the additional information obtained
during the recent wisit, will entitle i to the confidence of
the public, und will render this edition more worthy of
the atlention of those whe kindly expressed their approba-
tion of the former. .

York, 5rd mo. B, 1848,




A LETTER,

Ao,

WhaEN 1 had the pleasure of meeling you, a few weeks
ago, in Dublin, "on my return from a journey through
8 considerable portion of Ireland, 'inu expressed a wish
that I should communicate to you the result of my obser- -
vations on the condition of those parts of the country
which I bad visited, and their prospects during the coming
winter. To gain information on these points, and to ascer-
tain the working of the new poor-law, and the probability of
its being brought into efficient action in the worst districts
of Ireland, were the chief objectz of this tonr. 1 thought
thesc objecis would be most effectnally atizined by devoting
my attention chiefly to Connaught; and accordingly, though
I visited several other districts, my time was mostly passed
in that western provinece,

This province being, as a whole, by far the poorest and
most destitute in Ireland, I thought that it was most impor- .
tant to ascertain particularly its condition and prospecis. If
Connaughi could be effectnally raised in the scale of society,
many would cease to despeir of the future elevation of Ire-
land in general. 1 caomot suppose that the views which 1
have taken, and which I have ventured to express in the’
course of this letter, will be of valua 1o you, who are eo well
acquainted with the state of Ireland; bul I hope that in an
emergency like the present, it may not be deemed wholly
impertinent to throw inlo the general treasury a few imper-
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fect suggestions as lo the means by which some, at least, of
the mireries of Ireland may be alleviated or removed.

Few things bave struck me more since I have become per-
sonally acquainied with Ireland, than the very inadequate
knowledge which prevails among my countrymen generally,
of the great variety in the circumstances and condition of
the people, which is found throughout that country. The
North and East indeed, are gonerally distinguished from the
other parts, but that these differ among themselves as much
as the North differs from the South, seems to be generally
overlooked. All of these are considered by many persons
as equally the seats of poverty and violence. The horrible
outrages of Tipperary and Hoscommon are often charged
alike npon the miore peaceable inhabitants of Donegal and
Mayo. I believe that you will agree with me, that Ireland,
to be onderstood, most ba eonsidered in its separate parts.

Before proceeding to the particular notice of Connaught,
T would venture to express my sincere satisfaction in the re-
cent measare of Parlisment, by which the long debated
question, as to whether the property of the country should
be chargeable with the support of the poor, is decided. At
. the same lime, the question, whether the wanis of the poor
can imnrediately be 1bus provided for, caonot, I believe, be
answered by a simple affrmalive or negative. Before re-
plying Lo it, we must divide lreland inio iwo great poriions,
and consider the question with reference to them, separately.
The first porticn would inclede the county of Donegal, the

rovince of Connaoght, comprising Leilnm, Roscommon,

ligo, Mayo and Galway, and the greater portion of Clare,
Limerick, Kerry and Cork, which mray be considered as em-
bracing threa milliona of the population: the othet—inelud-
ing the remaining districts of Ireland,—with a population of
about five willions. In each of these divisions there may be
districts which do not belong to tbe class in which they are
placed, but generally apeaking it may be considered, that
there is, in the second division, sufficient wealth to meet the
claims of the Poor-Law, particularly after so abundant a har-
vest as the past, The chief difficulty appears to arise from
“the reluctance of the proprietors and occupiers of land to
camy out, in good faith, the provisions of the act.

With respect to the larger porticn of the first division, it
does appear very doubtful whether there exists either the
wealth or the necessary machinery for the carrying out of
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this law; and it will doubtless be 1o this division that your at-
tention, as the administrators of relief, will be prineipally di-
rected during the approaching season of renewed suffering
and misery. A very large portion of this suffering will be
found among the wrelched inhabitants of Connaughl.

Ag this letter may probably fall into the hande of some
persons who are less acquainted than yourselves with the
siatistics of Ireland, it may be well to state, that Coovaught
contaius an area of 4,282,048 acres, with a population, in
1841, of 1,418,859; the net anomal value, according to the
Poor-Law valoation, being £1,465,642 17s. 6d., and the pro-
vince ig divided into 19 Uvions. Leiusler, with & population
and area but Hitle larger, is valued at £4,624,84]1 88, 44.,
and is divided into 83 Unions. A econsideralion of these
facts, coupled with the circumstance that considerably more
than half of the population of Coonanght reside in mad ea-
bine of the worst d};mriptinn, with coly one room, and that
there are 7,000 labourers with little or no employment, ex-
hibit strongly its general poverty. By the report of Lord
Devon's Commission, it appears that there ave in this pro-
winca 1,906,000 acres (heacly half the whole) of unimproved
or waste land, of which 1,158,000 might be drained and re-
claimed for cultivation or pasturage, leaving 750,000 acres
considered incapable of improvement at a remunerative cost.
And let it not be eupposed that the other half of the pro-
vince, described as cultivaled, is sp in the gense which that
term 1mplies in Dublin or England: a well-cultivated farm is
as rare in Connaught as the reverse is in the county of Lin-
coln or in the Lothisns of Beotland.  Herc and there amid
the wilderness of waste land and balf-cultivaied farms, the
eye is gladdened with one, which would be creditable in
England, rendering doubly painfal the contrast which the
desolate and weed-choked fielde around it present.  Galway
and Mayo, the two largest counties in the provinee, contain
1,500,000 acres of unimproved land, nearly two-thirds of
which is capable of profitable reclamation.  Of this district,
the report above alluded to remarks, *That it contains a
larger extent of unimproved waste land then any other por-
tion of Ireland, yet a large portion of it presenls wnusnal fa-
cilities for reclamation and cultivation, particularly in the
baronies of Erris, Burrishoole, Bose, Ballinahinch, &c,
which being partly situated on the west coast, can procure
manure in abundance.” Here and there, especially in Gal-
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way, I was cheered by noticing cousiderable agricultural
operations in progress: in Connemara, upon an extensive
estate recenily purchased, the owner by giving long leases,
and offering his land at oderate rents, has induced several
wealthy farmers from Scotland, England, and other parts of
Iveland to seltle upon it, and they are rapidly converting a
dreary wilderness mto fruitful fields. A large portion of this
estatp is what is termed bog land, easily drained and im-
proved, and prodocing large crops of com, turnips, wurzel,
or parsnips. I pever remember 1o have seen more abundant
or more magnificent green crope than oo some patches of
land which had apparently been newly reclaimed from the
bog. From 1s. to 2s. 6d. per acre is the rent obtained, with
a long lease, for the farma ][Jnr rather for the large uneultivai-
ed tracte marked oni for such), on this estate, comparatively
few of which are yet cecupied.  From the little knowledge
of farming which 1 possess, [ do not hesitate 1o express a
belicf, that to an enterprising farmer of capital these wastes
of Connemara offer & bighly proftable investment. The se-
curity of life is as greal here as in England,

The evltivated land in Conoanght is generally divided in-
to very small farme.  In Mayo it is s0 minutely divided,
that out of abont 46,000 farms, 44,000 are under 15 acres,
and held by men too poor to employ any hired labourers.
It must always be remembered how much the division of
land in meny parts of Ireland, bes been promoted by the
landlords 1o inerease their owo political influence. Through-
out Mayo and Galway {aﬂpeciaﬁy the forwer) there is a very
conaiderable portion of land lefl waste and unculivated,
which in other years had produced crops.  This is no doubt
in part owing' to the decrease in the population, which is
much more percoptible then T had anticipated ;: the inmates
of whole villages have been swept away, and in Mayo alone
the diminution of the population, by desth or emigration, is
estimatod by many persons at 100,000, or one quarter of the
whole. Mayo, it i well known, is the county of all others,
which has lurnished England each yoar with the largest
proportion of Irish reapers; and it is also from this district
that a very large proportion of the erowd of wretched pan-’
pers came, who, during the pasi year have sdded so heavil
to our poor rates, and spread fever throughout England,
Not, indeed, that I blame them for coming. Had they gui-
etly remained in Ireland, to die of starvation, the usual
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charge of *helplessness™ woold have been more properly
apphed to them.

Throughout the province of Connaught, the tolal quantity
of corn and green crops is very small, nm;l(rared with the
wants of the population ; and in Galway and Mayo especially,
it seemed to be the common opinion that not more than a
three months’ supply existed. And sc great is the present
dearth of food among the poorest classes, and the consequent
insecurity of the crops, that in almost every field of turnips
or potatoes worth q]mlecting, a but is erected for the accom-
modation of a watcher. Polatoes were generally scarce, and
selling at a famine price, though many persons were hasten-
ing the sale of their stock, as the disease had wade it ap-
pearance. I[n some places the crops of mangel wurzel and
turnips wers reslly good ; bot, in general, owing to the entire
ignorance of the enltivation of the tornip, the farmers and
cottiers have sown the ssed like gragy, and, having omitted
almoat all care or thinning, it has grown sntirely to top, with
a small taper root like the radish. Notwithetanding this, the
value of the dismribotion of this seed can hardly be over-esti-
mated; even the tops and zcanly root of the turnip have
formed the diat of thousands of poor people, many of whom
would otherwise have perished; avd multitudes are daily
looking with anxiety to the failure even of this subsistenco.*
At least one-fourth of the rural population of Connaught are
atl present existing upon these turnips or lumip-tops, beiled
with a few half-decayed petatoes ; on the sea coast they eke
out thiz miserahle food with sea-weed and sand-eels. Num-

#* By & return Lindly furnished me by William Todhunter, who last
so energetically nmderiock the distribution of the green mg seeds
rincipally turnips), placed at the disposal of the Commities of the Society
of Friends by the government, it appears, thal 36,1981h of secd were dis-
tributed to 40,008 persons, and that 9,652 acres were coltivated with these
crops in various districts of Iveland. .
1n the enifoty of Mayo 1668810 of seed were distributed by W. Tod-
hupter, and 15,6807 {; the lote Lieutemant White, makiog a total of
32,3480 of teed in this impoverished connty elowe, by which at least
8000 aeres were sown, the produce of which is enttmated at 160,040 tons
of fond. Tt is probable that the whole of the land wpon which it was
grown would have remeined ontifled had it not heem for this ﬁmi?gut
ou the part of the government. The subscribers to the Centr lief
Commiites of the Scciety of Friends will be interested in bearing that this
Committee has purchased L50K worth of larnip-seed for distribution
amongst the t classes doring the coming aj;]ring, and thut arrange.
menis have already been entered Into for ite diswerhution,



