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TRANSLATORS PREFACE.

Every man who attaches a meaning to a Lext
of Seripture, so fur acts ws un interpreter of
Seripture.  And in an age when almost all can
read, aud when, 3t may be hoped, many more
than at any former period, are FI-ETim]El}r OeC-
pied with the study of the Word of Gaod, it
eanmot be considerad as a useless undertaking,
to endeavour to fix some Principles of Biblieal
Interpretation.  And when the character of
the times 1s such, that every sober Christian
must daily come in contact with schemes of
doctrine which to him are perfectly new, and
hear them supported by texts of Seripture
which he has been acenstomed to understand
in a very different senze; under such cireum-
stances, he must be desirous of obtaining some
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rules, whereby he may nccount, not merely to
an opponent, bot still more to his own eon-
seienee, for |}ﬂ[iﬂ’ing that these texts mean one
thing rather than anather,

Among ocurselves, sound general learning
and native talent lave enabled many men to
become good expositors of Seripture : but Rib-
lical Interpretztion has not, wimone us, heen
[ormed Tnto o seience: nor Lave anty very me-
morable attempis been made to redoee its prin-
ciples into a system. In Germany, on the
contrary. Hermeoneutics, as distingnished from
fixeqgesis ; that 19 to say, the Prineiples of In-
terpretation, as distinguished from Aetual In-
terpretation, have long oceupied the attention
of scholars,  Among these, Morus, Keil, Beck,
Setler, and Jalin, are eminent ; but, by the con-
enrrent testimony, both of Protestant and Ro-
mish critics, the festitulio of Lrnesti stll re-
tains the same rank in Hermeneutics that the
Elements of Euclid do in Geometry,

John Augustus Ernesti, born in 1707, was
educated at the Universities of Leipzie and
Wittenbergy ; and beenme, successively, Master
of the School of St. Thomas at Leipzie, Pro-
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fessor of ancient Literature, of Eloguence, and
of Plilosoply, in the University there; and
died in 1781,  His name, as an accomplished
Editor of the Latin and Greelk Classices, 1s well
known to many who are not acquainted with
him as a theologian, His theological works,
however, are numerous and valuable, consist-
ing of Sermoms in German, 1723, Neue Theo-
logische Dibliothek, 1760—62,  Opuscula
Theologics, 1775, And Institntio Interpretis
Nov, Tlest, 1761,

O the last nomed work, a trmpslation 1s now
offered to the Dritish Stuwdeat. The edition
used is the 5th edited by Dr. Ammon of Gotla,
1809,  All the notes of that editor are trans-
lated; in some cases, the Translator has given
his reasons for dissenting from the conclusions
of Ammaon, and, in others, has appended addi-
tional notes of his own. 1t is possible, that
the whole may be theught an unnecessary la-
bour, after the publication of * Elements of Bil-
lical Criticism,” &e. &o. by M. Stuart of An-
dover, LI, 8. and its republication by Dr. Ilen-
derson of the Mission College, Ioxton, But
the following translation is iniended to form



