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PREFACQE,

One of the carliest volames in this series
was “Bewerage and Sewdge Utilization,” by
Professor 'W. H. Corfield, of the Tniver-
sity of London. Appearing in 1875, when
only a few acore American cities had sew-
erage systems worthy the name. and when
sewage purification was nractically un-
known in this country, the littla hook was
and for many years continued to be of great
servioe this side the water.

‘When, after twenty years, the pablishers
requested the author to revise the book, he
founl revision, or even re-writir g, entirely
ont of the question, so ill-enited were its
matter and method to modern American
vonditions,

There being a strovg demand for a brief
but comprehensive book on the subject, it
was decided that an entirely new one
shonld be written.

Professor Cortield entitled his disonssion
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“ Sewerage and Sewage Utilization.” The
present anthor prefers to use * Purifica-
tion,” rather than * Utilization,” in his
title. In making this change he does not
wish 1o detract from the importance or
possibilitice of utilization, but simply to
put purification, or the sanitary preblem,
firet, and utilization, or the commercial
problem, second. In addition, utilization
is only one of several processes of purifi-
cation,

Thera are now in the United States some
fifty cities and villages, many institutions,
manufactories and houses, employing one
or another ayatem of sewage purificstion,
The studies of the Massachusetts Btate
Board of Health have given an impetus to
intermittent Gltration of late, but chemical
precipitation is practiced in many places
and broad irrigation s quite common, es-
pecially in the West, where “ Water is
King,” and the sewage is used for plant
drink rather thau plant food. _

It is hoped that this little book will be
of nse to some enginceny, especially those
whaose practice has been in other lines of
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engineering, and to that wast and rapidly
growing body of sewer commissioners and
superintendents, boards of publia works,
boaris of health, mayors and eity council-
men, and publio spirited citizen in general,
all of whom are of Jate takiog a growing
anil most promising interest in sanitary
problems.

.M. N. B.

104 Tribune Building,
New York, Dec. 31, 1825,

PFREFACE TO THE SECOND
ELITION.

In the nearly ten years that have elapsed
sinee the appearance of the firat edition of
this little book, the newer and so-called
bacterial processcs of sewage treatment
have been announced, passed through an
experimental stage and come into extensive
use. Meanwhile the author has improved
many opportunities 1o visit American sew-
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age purification works, old and new, and
during 1904 spent several months abroad,
chiefly in Great Britain, visiting sewage
works and meeting 8 number of the men
prominently connected with British pro-
gresa in this field. As a comsequence of
the events named above, the aeetion of this
book which deals with the purification of
sewage has been largely rewritten and
somewhat extended. Few changes in the
other section, on BEWETAge BYELeINA A8 con-
trasted with disposal works, have been
deemed necessary.
- M. N. B,
220 Broadway,
New York, May &, 1905,
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