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REVISER'S PREFACE.

~—

Tue revisel tranalation of the passages of Heripture embenced In the following
Legpons, aima to give the sense of the original es directly, and ns exactly aa pnun‘nbla,
and in s manper a8 neerly analogoms to that of the Hebrew sg English idiom will
allow. The anthor hes endeavored sorupulonsly to obeerve the distinction between
translation snd interpretation, and has asked constantly, not What 1s the most agree-
able, or even the clearest, expression, but What 18 most precisely mdequate to the
Hebrew ; not What does the eacred writer probably mean, so much as What has he
actually said. This {des will have been realized just in proportion ss the common
English reader aball ba anabled to apprehend at once from these pages what & com-
mon Hebrow reader might have go apprehended from the original writings in the
days, say, of Malachi,—the plain portiona plainly, the fgurstive portions fgamtively,
thoss of douhtfnl sigmification denbtfully, and so the whole revelation of God's word
and ways just as it was first given. Buch Is the high ideal! None koow so wall the
difficulty of attalning to [t as those whe have most earnestly and patlently labored at
the task. None san ba mors ready to offer than they to reseive intelligent eriticlem
which may help their work towand {ts more perfect accomplishmant,

In the Lessona taken from the Book of Kxodns, the revieer hes had, besiden the
most important published versions and commantaries, the valuable assistance of notes
on the trapslation of this Book, furnished for the Ameriesn Bible Union, by Professor
C. M, Memam, of the Andover Theological Seminary, From the judgments expressed
in those notes he has peldom been constralned to differ (although he hss ventured
upoa changes not contemplated in them), aod be has much to regret that the benefit
of so much learning, discrotion, and tagte could not be had at s grester nomber of
points and through the whole extent of his work,

REO. R. BLIBS.
UxivemsiTY AT LEWISRURG,
November 24, 1878,







PREFACE TO THE COMMENTARY.

TER notes of this volume have bben prepared with special reference to the wanta
of Babbath School teachers. Theee wanie are threefold:

1. A commentary upon the leason which ghall furnish him with the results of the
latest investigations. It should aveld those doubiful speculstions with which the
horizon of avery age 1a fillsd, which constitute the vanguard of discovery, and which,
having perved thelr purposs of proveking discossion and ressarch, dlsappear forever,
But, on the other hand, it should reject no sound conclugion because it ia recemt.
Whilst, therefore, it need not refuts falss theories, unless they have cbtalned sach
currency s to mislead the teacher, it shonld largely sopply the materlals of intelll
gent criticiem, enswering, so faras posaible, every question which the most deligent
study of the lesson can suggest, and giating not mimply the concluslons of scholars,
but the processea by which they have been reached, It must slso fornish s mingte
eriticiam of the text, pansing te explain ite grummatical connections, paseiog no word
because it 18 small, and embracing thus s mese of elementary matter not fonnd in
commentaries addressed to the leramaq. It ghould so explain the taxt as to answer
the ohjections of unbelievers ; yet it shonld syold & too polemic tone, lest it imp
the teacher, and throngh him the class, with evil soggestions that would otherwise
never anter the mind, and thue defeat the yery purpose of ita balng,

2. A Bible Dictlonsry in which the persons and places mentloned in ihe leason sre
discunrsed at length. The localities of the text ehoeld not merely be identified, but
degeribed. Dr. John Hall has recently cilled the attention of teachars to the Interast
which history derives from vivid descriptions of its seenes, and to the importance of
rendering Beriptural history fascinating by enabling the pupil to ses in fancy the
places to which it condama him. The suther of & Babbath School sommentary should
furnish the necessary assistance.

8. A book teaching the way of Iife, The object of Babbath School toaching s not
merely to resch the intellect and mtore the mind ; it alpe sims to win the soul. Cur
most able instroctora are more and more impreased with the importance of this work.
Withont it the teacher is like one who ghould perpetually lay the foundations of
buildings and leave them to perish ancompleted. The ifHlustration of the lesson to
the intelligence of the papil Is but the beginning of his task ; to touch the hesrt is
the real object of his toil.  But this part of his duty ie not only most important ; it is
wlso most difficult. It reqaires very diligent stody te derive from the lesson those
practical inferences which can alone make its Incoleation m spiritoal bensfit. The
Babbath Bchool commentary should furnish the largest facilities for this exarclse, so
necesssry and yet so often neglectod, so delightful to the teacher who performa
it, and so dishearteniog to many who feel ab once jta importance snd their own
neglect,

Buch is the idesl which the author has proposed to himself. He s conseions of
having fallon often fir below it; yet he s not withoot the hope that his labors may




_ PREFACE TO THE COMMENTARY.

prove helptol to those for whom he has wrotght, He hag had at hls command the
admirable library of the American Bible Union, the Astor Library, the Boston Public
Library, and the General Theological Library of Boston, The discussicns of locali-
ties have been derived from the beat and most recent sources ; and in some instances
the writer has been asisted by his own recollections of a brief Bastern journey in the
spring of 1868, Great attention has bean pald to the typlel element of the Old Testa-
ment. Everpthing of a denominatlonal character haa been svoided. Every tople
vitally related to the ledson, even though not directly mggested by it words, 1s fully
troated. The himoricil links soonecting the leasons are briefly sketched ; and » con-
nected life of Moses is thos supplied. The practical observations, deaigned as skele-
tons and hints of chill-sermons, are given in great abnndance, with the hope that,
while no one teacher will be able to amploy all those attached to any lesson, each will
seloct puch as aro best adapted to the pupils committed tohls charge, and seek to
make them profitable by enlarging and {llustrating, as practice will speedily enable
him to do,
FRANKLIN JOHNBON.
118 BEEREMAN AVENUE, NEwarg, N. J.,
December 1, 1878,




THE BOOK OF EX0ODTUS,

TEE larger number of the followlng leasons are selected from the Book of Exodus,
which ia 8o called becanse it i chisfly secopied with the departnre of Iarael from
Egypt, and the svents which immediately preceded and followed it: the name is
derived from the {(reck, and mesns @ going forth. In Hebrew the book I8 named
from the firet words which ocenr In it; And these are the nomer. 'That it was written
by Moses he himself affirms, Ex, 24 : 4; and owr Lond recognised himas the suthor,
Mark 13 : 26 ; Luke 20 : 87, As we purdne ita sindy we ghall often admire the minute
accuracy of ita allusiona to the cnstoms end inptitntions of Egypt and to the geography
of the Binsitic peninsuls, Thia nccuracy, which the researches of scholars and travel-
lers have fully demonstrated, proves that the book was written by one who, like
Mosea, was * instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,” and waa an eyoe-witnesa
of the events which In the wild




