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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tu1s Essay stands in no need of a formal introduction. The
following documents will sufficiently explain its origin, and the
circumstances which have bronght it forth to the world. On
this account, the Author has little to address to the reader:.
but he may be permitted to remark, that the subject is one
which does not demand so much a studied elegance of composi-
tion, as accuracy of related facts, and perspicuity of mathematical
reasoning. This Essay, therefore, is not glossed over with the
gay colouring of fancy, or enriched with the stores of classic as-
sociation ; nor does it require for its perusal any very profound
knowledge of Astronomy. Originally never designed for publi-
cation, it ought not to be judged of by its own merits, but ra-
ther in relation to that academical objeet for which alone it was
composed.



vl ADVERTISEMENT.

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

DIt FELLOWES' PRIZES.

“ Roweny Fernvowes, Esg. LL. D, of Reigate in Surrey, proposes, for the c-
conragement of Science, to give the following Prizes :

“ The sum of Fifty Pounds with a Gold Medal, for the best Essay ox Conpre,
and Teenty-five Pounds for the next in merit, to be composed by those Candidites

who, within the last faefoe years, have finished their Philosophical Studies at i
University of Edinlrurgh,

* The writer of the Essay on Comets will begin with the earlier notions enter-
wined on that suliject, and trace their influence on the conduct and opiniens of -
kind : he will then veview the hypotheses which have been successively advanced
and having produced his own speculations, he will conclude with a clear Expositon
of the most improved Mathematical Theory of the Cometary Motions.  This Dis.
course should be of moderate length, perhaps not exceeding 100 quarto pages: it
must have a motte annexed, which is also, with the name of the Author, to be pu
under a separate cover, and the whole sealed up and transmitted to Professor Lestir

before the 1st of March 1827. The decision will be announced in the following
menth,”

“ 18¢h October 1826.7



ADVERTISEMENT. ix

The following notice appeared in the Scotsman Newspaper 23d May 1827:

“ Tue Essays on Comets written for Dr Frurnowes’s Prizes being extended to a
great length, and crowded with intricate formule, have required longer time for exa-
mination than was anticipated. Though deserving g Ily high co dation,
they are not considered as possessing that degree of originality, or the clearness and
fulness of exposition, which should entitle them in their present form to obtain the

award: The programme is therefore renewed, and those competitors, with such
athers as may be inclined to join them, are invited to send their Essays to Professor
Lestie, on the first week of November next; and they are recommended to ex-
emplify the precepts by the caleulation of the elements of the comet observed by Mr
HumkeRr at Paramatta, as stated at p, 815, in the Philosophical Magazine for April.
The final decision, it is expected, will be announced about Christmas.”

“ Brn, Emwsvnan COLLEGE,

20uh Blarch 1828,
1 have much pleasure in transmitting to you the inclosed copy of a Minute of
the Suxarvs Acapemicos, which was umanimously approved of at a meeting held
on the 4th instant ; and

4 T have the honour to he,
“ Siw,

“ Your most obedient servant,

“ ANDREW DUNCAN jun.”
= Mo Davio Mg, Esq.”

b



X ADVERTISEMENT.

Copy of a Mivure of the Sexarvs AcapEutcrs oF THE Usiversity oF Epis-
BURGH, of date 4th March 1828.

Professor Lestie laid before the Sexartvs Acapeyicvs a Report as to the
Frurowes® Prize; of which the Sexarus unanimously approved,

The Report was as follows:

<« With the assistance of my learned colleague Professor Warrace, T have eare
fully examined the Essays on Comets veceived by me since the enlarged programme
was issued, and find that the Discourse written by Mr Davio Mruxe is very far su-
perior to the rest, and fully entitled to the First of Dr Ferrowss' Prizes.  We also
find, that, though the other Kssays evinee ingenuity, and considerable extent of rend-
ing, yet we donot think ourselves warranted to bestow the Second Prize on any of
them.

 We hope, therefore, that the Sexarvs Acapraicrs will sanetion this decision ;

and we favther propose that our body should testify their regard for so estimable an
alummus as Mr Davip Minwe, by desiring him to print the Essay. Mr Minxwe has

already obtained the honour of A. M.
(Bigned) “ JOHN LESLIE.
“ WILLIAM WALLACE®

Extracted from the Minutes of the S8exatus Acapenmicrs by

ANDREW DUNCAN jiun.
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