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REPORT ON THE PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF
THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM FOR
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1914,

Dy TIcarn RarHsnd,

Aagiatant Seorctory af the Soditheoniae Tostliedion,
D charige of the 0.8, Nallone! Muevenme,

IXCEDPTION AND HISTORY.

The Congress of Lhe Tihited States In the act of Augnst 10, 18346,
founding the Smithsenian Tnstitution recognized that an opportunity
was alforded, i eanrying out the large-minded design of Smithsen,
to provide for the enstody of the muscum ol the Nation. To this
new cstablishinent was therefore intrusted the care ol the national
colleetions, n course that time lins fally justified,

Tn the besinning the cost of maintaining the mosenm side of the
Tnstitution’s work was wholly patd from the Bmilli=onion neome;
then for a time the Governmend hore o share, and doring the past 349
years Congress has voted the enlive funds for the expenses of the
musenry, thus furtheving one of the primary weanz * for the inerease
and diffusion of knowledge nmong men ™ without encroaching upon
the resonrees of the Institation,

The musenm iden was inhevent in the establizshment of the Smith-
sonian Institution, which in its turn was based upon o 10 years® dis-
eussion in Congress and the advice of the most distingnizhed scien-
tifie men, edueators, snd intelleetual leaders of he Nation of 70 years
ago. [t is interesting to note how broad aud comprelensive were the
views which actnated onre lawinakers in determining the scope of the
Musenm, a fact especially remarkalle when it iz recnlled that at that
date no musenm of considerable size exizted in the United States, amd
the museums of England and of the continent of Europe were =till
to a large extent without a developed plan, althongh containing many
rich collections,

[
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The {'nugmss whieh paszed the act of foundation enumerated as
within the scope of the Museom “all objects of art and of foreign
and curions research and all objects of natnreal history, plants, and
geological and mineralogieal specimens belonging to the United
States,” thus stomping the Muzeum at the very oulset as one of the
widest vange and ot the some time a2 the Musenm of the TTnited
States.  Th was also fully appreciated that pdditions would be neces-
sary to the colleetions Lhen m existonee, and provision was made for
their inerease by the exchange of duplicate specimens, by donations,
and by other means,

If the wisdom of Congress in so folly providing for a museum in
the Swithsonion lnw cliallenges attention, the interpretation put upon
thiz Inw by the Board of Regents within less than six months from
the passage of the act can not bt comrmand admiration. In the
early part of September; 15146, the Tiegents took steps toward formu-
lating a plan of operation=  The ropoet of the committee appointed
for thiz purpose, solwoilied o Drecemboer and January following,
shows a thorongh consideration of Lhe sobject in both the spivit and
Tetter of (he Iaw. 1t wonld seem not ond of plice Lo cile e the
first pronouncement of the boowl with veferenee to the character of
the Muosenm:

“in oobedienes to the regquirénents of the chorter? which leaves
little dizerction in regard to the extent of aecomvenodations to be
pravided, your coguitiee recormmend that there be included In the
builiding u mousenm of liberal size, itted up to receive the collections
destineud for the Institution, ¥ F %

“As lmporiant as the calinets of noturval history by the elarter
vequired to be dneluded o the Meseum, yome committee regard its
elhimological portion, including all eollections thal may snpply items
in the physical histery of enr species, and tllustrate the manners,
enstoms, religions, and progressive advanee of the varions nations of
the worldy as, for example, callections of skolls, skeletons, portraits;
ilreszes, implements, weapons, tdols, antiquities, of the various races
of man. ® * * In thiz counexion your committes recommend the
passage of resolutions asking the cooperation of certain publie fune-
tionnvies and of the public generally in furtherance of the above
ohjects,

*Your committes are further of opinien that in the Museum, if
the funids of the Tnstitution permit, might jndicionsly be included
varions series of moaldels iHustrating the proovess of some of the most
nseful inventions: sucly, for example, as the steam engine from its
earliest and rudest form to its present most improved state; but this

T ®8inee the Tnstlitullon wos not ehartersd inoa tegal sonse, but established by
Congress, Die wseoof (he word elucter " b ihis connection wis nol correct,




