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L
“THE GRACE OF CHRIST"”
{al. 1:46)

The substance of the nwessage of Maul to the churches
of Galatia is found in the words “Our liberty which we
have in Christ™ (2:4).  We purpose, thercfore, to inquire
inte the meaning of that expression.  As one meditates
upon it, such questions as the following arise in the mind:
What is the nature of the “liberty” referred 10?  How is
it secured, and bow enjoyed ? Whar are the dangers thai
threaten 117 and how mayv oue who las received 1t b
brought again “into bondage™? or he “cntangled again
with the yoke of bondage”? 1t will surely he found both
interesting and profitable to seek light from the Word of
God upon these malters; and in this quest the reader of
these pages 15 invited o join,

There i specinl need for such an inguiry as this, he-
cause of the uncertainty among God's people as to the
precise natyre of their likerty in Christ, aod as to what
they have been freed from.

That the Epistle to the Galatians has o do chiefly with
our liberty in Christ, and that its purpose is lo safcguard
that precions liberty by raising a warning ayainst  the
dangers which threaten 1o roh us of it, is easily seen. The
contrast between “liberty” and “bondage” runs all through
the Epistle, Moreover, the conclusion which the apostle
draws firom the remarkable ‘“allegory” in chap. 4
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is thay “we are not children of the bondwomen b of 1the
free” s he having shown by the comparisen hetween
Abraham’s two familics, that whereas the earthly Jernsa-
femy “is dn Dondage with ber childeen” the “Jeruszalem
which is above is free, which is the mother of us all”
{4:25, 26, 31). Furthermore, this allegory gives oeension
for ilie stirring exhortation addressed 10 the people of
CGod : “Stand fast therefore in the fiberty wherewith Christ
hath sade ws free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of hondage™ (3:1). And again a little further on
it is said: “For, brethren, ye have been called o
fiberty™ (5:13).

The same idea of the liberty wlerewith Cheist has
e us Tree is expressed in other forms of words, Thus,
a parallel o the phrase “called wate liberty™ s Tound in
chap. 1 verse 6,, in (he expression “ealled * * o the
erace of Christ,” These parallel expressions afford much
belp in our cfforts 1o arrive at the meaning of the Sprit's
message in this portion of Scriplure.  Believers are
“called into” (or unto) something which s described as
“our liberty in Christ,” and alse as “the grace of Christ,”
as “the truth of the gospel,”” and again as “the Taith of the
Sen of God,” and by vet other phrases. That which calls
them into this new state of existence (a state as different
Troan the old as liberly is different from hondage) 1= he
cospel” The one who thus Yealled” the Galatians was
Paul the apostle, as appears by the words [ marvel tha
ve are so soon reoved Trom him that cafled yan into the
erace of Christ™ (1:6) ; and hy the words: “This persua-
ol cometh not of fime thet calleth vou™ (51 8).

It further appears that the word “hberty,” as nsed in
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this portion of Scripture, defines the conditions of life
and the privileges that peetain to cliildren in o household,
as contrasted with the condition of bond-sercants. By
taking notice of these leading points we shall fid i com-
paratively ensy to understand the scope of the Epistle as
a whole, and to understand also certain passares which
piherwize would he obseure or even menningloss,

But there is a matter to which we ought to give earnest
heed, and which 1s of greater imporiance even than the
meaning of the Scriptures we propose to study ;o and that
15 the fesson those Scriptures are intended o convey. DBy
the fesson we mean that which s given for the purpose
of shaping our conduct, of directing ws i the doinrg of
the will of God, and eonformibng us in one behaviour to
the image of His Son.  CGod's communications to men
have ever a praciival objecr; and this imporim fael we
deem 1 pecessary Lo emphasize as siromgly as possille,
sined it 18 often overlooked, T is natural for men o seck
knewledge or mformstion for its own sake, for the plea-
sure which the quest of knowledge oives, sd for the
satisfaction which the possession of it imparts. For
“knowledge puffeth up” (1 Car. 8: 1)1 and this is true of
Bible knowledge as of other sorts.

On the other hand, it 15 guitc contrgry 1o the nature of
man in seck information from God for the perpose of
dotg God's ol o place of his owm. Hence man wall
hsten with mterest and even pleasure 1o addresses
which Seriptures are expounded, dispensations are ex-
plained, propheeies interpreted. and the lke; huat “they
will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tim, 4:3), A writer
commenting on Stephen’s address and the quiet atrention



