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BN old botanist very justly says, “ Awong the
manifold creatures of God that have all, in all
aged, diversely entertained many excellont w{ta,'
and drawn them to the eontemplation of the divine wis-
clom, none have provoked men's studies more, or satisfied
their desires a0 much, as plants have done, and that upon
just and worthy causes; for what grester delight is there
than to behold the Earth apparelled with plants as with a
roba of embroidered velvet, get with orient pesls and
garnished with great diversity of rare and costly jewels?
But the prineipal delight is in the mind, singulasly en-
viched with the knowledge of these visible things, setting
forth to ua the invisible wisdom and admirable workman-
ship of Almighty God."

Yet fascinating as is this stody, and well adapted a8 it
is to refine the teste, and to ccoupy in an entertaining and
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usaful fashion the leisure of the student, it cannot be eaid
to receive in Great Britain the ettention to which it is
entitled. Botsuy is nssuredly one of the least popular of
the sciences. Bomething of this may be due to the for-
bidding character of the technology which meets the
scholar on the very threahold, The firat pages of a treatise
or menusl of botany are no very plessant reading for
youthful readers, and it ie to be femred that many are
debarred from going further by their portemlious sspect,
Yet the study is o easily pursued—its appliances and
instruments are so simple, its literature is so readily com-
prehended—-that it needs but to be better known to be
more generally cultivated. Tha botanist does not reqaire
sny extensive libiary or colossal museum. The nearest
field, or hedge-row, or brook-side—the garden, or the
coppice—the running stream, or the marshy pool—offors
him a book whose pages are full of interest, and from
which he may transfer to his herbarium such specimens as
may b necessary for after-covsaltation. It is & study for
in-doors and out-of-doows, fur winter ee well as spring, for
«the mountain district or the sea-side. It may be pursued
at all times and in all places, and is within the reach of
the poor no less than of the wealthy.

The ohject of the present volume i to bring before the
reader, in a small compass, some of the most stiractive
features of botauical study, to show wherein its admirable
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interest lies; to ibwatrate its goneral value and particular
uses, It is hoped that by this means the young reader
may be induced to apply himeell to its seientific acquisi-
tion, and, from a kaowledge of upecinl plants nud' tlovrers,
be led to a knowledge of their mutual relations, their
likencrses, and their difforences. Technical terms have
heen very sparingly introduced, and never without an
explanation. Tn the prefiminsey ehapters varlouns illus-
trations have been brought together of the jruperties,
organization, and peculisrities of the Leaf, the Blossom,
and the Root; and it is Lelieved that enongh has been
said upon these points to atimalate the imegination of the
youthful stodent. The bulle of the volume is necessarily
devoted to what, in a move lited seuse, are geverally
understond to be the Wenders of the Flant-World; but a
considerable spnce has also been allotted to & cousideration
of those members of the Vegetable Kingdomm which
minister to the wants or luxuries of man.

Novgmbey 1900



