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PREFACE.

S0 long a period has elapsed since a list of the Scholars
admitted into Ackworth School was published, that no apology

for the present volume is needed.

The only previous List, which was styled o *“Catalogue”
and printed in 1831 was compiled by Wiztiam Dozs, then a
Teacher in the School.

The number of nomes inserted in that list was 5511, whilst
9486 names are contzined in this book. The list is completed
to the time of the Celebration of the Centenary of the Institution
on the 27th of 6th month, 187g.

It may be interesting to mention that there are about 1300
different surnames in this volume, and that 1030 of these occur
also in the list of 18371, proving how closely related i1a,ue been
the successive generations of Ackworth Scholars.

A humorous Essay by the late Tuomas PumpHREY, on
“'I'he Nominal History of Ackworth School” is appended to
this introduction, and will be read with interest not only on its
own account but as pleasantly reminding many old Scholars of
their heloved Superintendent.
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“HAPPY ESTATE ! MAY THE AFTER-INTERCOUHRSE OF THE WORLD
NEVER BE ANLE TO ERADICATE THE EFFECTS OF THIS LITTLE GOLNEN

AGE TROM THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO HAVE ENJOVED 1T,

YREMINISCENCES OF ACKWORTH ScHOoOL,"
By Winriam Howrrr,




THE NOMINAL HISTORY OF

ACKWORTH SCHOOL

By THOMAS PUMPHREY.

The following paper was firgd read fz 6 party of Beyr about & leave
Avkworth, and afferwards fo the whole School at the Enteriainment
on New Yerr's day, 1861,

A little book is published by George Linney, bearing the title of
“ An Illstrated History of Ackworth School.,” [ have thought

in kow many other ways than by engraving, the History of Ackworth
School might be fllustrated, and indeed in how many different aspects
its History might be presented. We might write its Aredifectnral
History—its History as a building—frst a5 a Hospital designed to
shelter several hundred helpless infants ; we should tell how first the East
Wing rose ; then the Centre, and lastly the Wing which is now spread
aver our dear girls ; we should describe the richly ornamented Com-
mittee Room, with its clegant emblematic bos-relief over the doer,
representing Moses, the first recorded foundling, discovered by Pharaoh's
daughter, the first Lady Patroness of Foundling Hospitals. We should
have to note the failure of this design of misdirected benevolence, and
how the noble mansion lay waste for years, till it became a harbour for
foxes and a dormitory for owls, Then wold come the advertisement
for its sale, with its florid descriptions of ** Ball-room and Drawing-

" roum, with all appurtenances to hoot, fit for 2 Nebob's palace,” till
it was bought by the Society of Friends for a far more useful purpose,
even that “the children of its people, from generation to generation,




might be taught therein ;"— then how foor large rooms were thrown
togethear to form a Mesting-houss, to be re-converted in the lapse of years,
from a Meeting-house to os many large rooms again ; how in after years
the Wings were raised and expanded, the spacions Meeting-house buils,
and mumerons additions and improvements were made to the premises, till
we inight close with a schoolboy's elimax of “ o splendid play-ground
terraced and aspholted, and o glorious swimming bath 100 feet n
length."

We might write its Literary History, and tell how the first school-
master, revelling on a salary of £25 gathersd his untutored and
undisciplined scholags together in the yet unfurnished storercom, and
laid the first foundation of o Semivary, by sowing, in the yet uneculti-
wated mental soil, those ** Seeds of Sclence, A B C”

We might furnish a copy of the ill-spelt, ungrammatical application
of a worthy woman, whe thought hersell’ qualified for a schoolinistress,
but whose geniums and attainments not being thought quite wp to the
mark, was kindly provided with the more appropriste situation of
chambermaid,  We might trace the gradual development of intellectual
progress and power, from the scores of boys and girls, who, in the
earbier days of the Institution, came uninstructed in the simple ars of
Writing and Reading, from the poor boy, whe, after grave deliberazion,
defined ¥ warm " to inean ' Moother's la-ap,” to the lofiy attainments
which distinguish those prodigies of literature, who are the present
ornaments of our first classes ; artaremenys, which even vie with those
of that marvellous pedagogue whom Goldsmithe has w0 happily
immortalized :—

“Who lasds coudd measure, terms atd tdes presage,
And een the story ran that he could gawge ;
On whom they gazed, and sull the wonder grew
That oo small head coald carry all be knew™
We might show that in the 19th century wonders have not ceased, and
might produce even smaller heads, containing a not less extraordinary
amount of koowledge. We might write a read History or a Getitious

History, or we mighl, as we propose o altempt this evenping, write a
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moming! History, or, in other words, assume the character of the
Historian of its NMawes.

Hut'it may be asked in the words of our immortal bard—

“What's in a wawe? That which we =il a ross,
By any afder nams would be as sweet,”

Yet who does not feel there 5 macd o & name : who does not valuea
oo mame, and value the moral of the proverb, **If you give a doga
bad mame you may as well hang him ™! How many sejoice in that
which is nothing more than 2 name, and have nothing more to rejoice
in!

A treatise on mamer, their ongin, their significance, and their puraose,
i well written, would not only be highly interesting, Lat very instractive.
We miist not, however, be withdrawn from our preseal purpose by any
such invitingr allurement. "We intend, in o kind of framework, which,
il you will, may be ealled a UWistory of the Schocl, to embody some of
the thousand and one names, (wot less as we presame) which are enteved

on the records of this [nstitetion.

When we examine the noble structure before uy, we are quite sure it
cotld never have been built without Stome, for it is thronghout a Steme-
howere, andd we are equally sure, thar without Stomedemers and Afasons,
and Hurlders anct adferr, Tylers and Gladsypers, Wriphts and Sruithr
with their Handilles and Sparker, it could never have been completed;
buat may it not excite vur astonishment when we sre told that it has risen
to its present perfection without the aid of a Carpenter or Joiner ?

The Building being designed as the .terllpom:.r Holnee of w0 many
poor children who had left their parental Hofmes for a season, their
comfort and accommedation had to be consulted, —many apartments
were veruired, and we accordingly find it provided with numerous Mol
and Wards of various sizes, spacions Chamders, and Storey above story,
till we come to the very Gwrritls. odnckes for the doors had 1o be
worked, and Sil for the windows. It abounded in outbuildings, being




provided with a Softhowse, a Slatehorse, and a Faterdowse, and with
plenty of Barmes.

We could not do without Hell, and excellent Hafers were found on
the premises.

When the school was first opened, it was thought desirable to provide
some substantial entrance Gater, and a pair were accordingly sent all
the way frem Poole in Dorsetshire, and, being st up, went as long as
they remained, by the names of Baron and Ann. [ Barton and Ann
(Gates were the first scholars, |

A Belf was placed at each dining-room door, and Kimgers were duly
provided, and what mambers have listened to the At/

A pgreat pumber of tradesmen were needed:—the Sarder must pay bis
periodical visit, and we required the services of Clandlers, and Cosgers,
and Furmersand Colifers and Coleneen, Cartwreiphts, Fotterrand Carders,
But when the children congrepated, their animal wants had to be supplied.
What would a schocl be without a A%¢cken, ora Kitchen without Hinss,
or both without a Crod, or a Cock withoat plenty of Aice for puddings,
and Serries and Swectapples for ples? withool savoury Fry, and many
other good things which we are not able ta mention?  All these we
had in sufficiency, but, slas! it was a Kitchen without fire, and a
Cook who was unable to provide a dinner ! We were, however, well
supplied with A% and an efective staflf of working Milfers,  Crie
and Oafer were in requisition, and we made wse of 2 good deal of
Pollavd and some Skarger 1 & reguler suecession of Hekers found full
employment, yet, though they had many a Bake, they could never
furnish Bread, only a few Hwwes, and s linde of what in Yorkshire
we call Spice,  The Fufcher could not be dispensed with, with Seeers,
and Hullpcts and Lambs; but we never had Mutton at our table,
which perhaps may be explained by stating, that, feed our Lowde
s we would, they never grew into sheep. It may appear somewhat
contradictory after describing our dinnerless state, to furnish so ample a

bill of fare as we arc about to do { it is quite evident there was no lack
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