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PREFACE.

wrw Yorg, November 1Tl 1885,
MY Dean Me THomesox —

All a5 over |

Louis [havid Biel i ne moré |

Universal history eounts in ity pages a new Lloody
episode.

Hienceforth the 16tk day of Novemler, 1855, will
Le for French (anadians the date of the basest ins
sult ever inflicted wpon their nationslity, their mee, *
ilicar fadih and their dignity.

Humanity and civilization have been fanghed an
and odigusly cucmged by Sic Jolin A, MacDonal!
and his Calignel,  Jusive has been Laffled ! Crange-
ism has won the day.  You were atill dowliing.
few days apo thisl he Gendish batred of the seepdii-
fapiiedte Prime Mingsier of (he Doniinton of Canada
would dare follow 1o the end his monal designs
againal Wiel, Toalay, dowlt is ne lenger possibsle @
Wil has paid with bes head his ardent love for his
CoLtey,

Wor have asked me 1o pur down in writing ~ome
fncts I mentioned wooyou i our last cenversation.

L it w0 ]

Voo will fil in the mapuseript herewith, my
fraek and candid opiiion on this painfel affair, and
the barertion of facts 1 have witnessed during the
five vears 1 Hved in Manitela,

Use what L wow send you to the est of your
juilpment, and whatever you do wich iy, rest assazred
tint [ oam only 1o happy to join my vaice wthi
gemeral imprecation afsgsed by the broal execution
of the French Half-lieeed Leuns David e,

Viery rospectfully,

OxE WHo Kxows,
To the American public
The above letter T received a few days after Riel's
exeention. Like a great numlwr, T had hoped against
bope, that what has taken place could, and would have
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been aveided. Dut, it appears, that every friend of jus.
tice and humanity was fated to o sad disappointment;
none conld have antieipated that blind hatred would have
prevailed against the unbinzsed and unanimous opinion of
the whele eivilized world.

After a careful reading, 1 decided to publish, in the
form of a book, the manuscript referred to, beeause it is
baged upon undenialle facts; because those facts and
oceurrences are vouchsafed for by men whe have closely
followed the transformation of the Canadian North-west
into a eonglomerant of the Dominion of Canada.

These pages, to be sure, are written with great vehe-
mence of language ; but, how could it be otherwise ¢ The
writer saw, felt and comprehended. Suavity of language
coulil not adequately have painted eriminality organized
into a system.

Be that as it may, the American reader—conscien-
tious, searching and logieal by nature—will find, in these
pages, matter to reflect upon,

On the one band, he will find shortsighted poliey,
eriminal indifferenee and cowardly animosity, all com-
bined to erush vested rights, ignore solemn and oft-
repeated pledges, and violate all those principles of
humanity that are recognized and respected by all nations
having any claim to be ealled eivilized.

On the other hand, the Ameriean reader will find an
isolated and cireumseribed, but spirited race—the victim
of unmitigated outrages and base misrepresentations—



fighting against large o:dds for the revendieation of their
righte and the proteetion of their homes and families,

Far from me the thought of making any invidious
observation to the American publie about the prime fasle
similitude between Washington and Riel’s career.

Both were apostles of lmman rights! Doth were
arrayed against the same szcenlar arbitvarisn! Both
fought the same implacable despotism !

Bat here the similitude cepses!  Aud why ?

Becanse Washington fought and eonquercd with the
help of Frenchmen !

And beeanse Tiel succumbed, and waz defeated by
the help of an American Administration !

How eonsoling to be able to logically remark: That
govermments are invariably responzibile to the people, but
that the people are not invariably responsible for their
government ?

i
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In the presence of a freshly sealed eoffin, words of
bitterness, to be sure, are out of place, But I beg to ask
you, Amerieans, wlhen you were struggeling for existence ;
when, later on, piratical expeditions were organized and
lannched from the Canadian frontier (with the knowledge
of SirJohn A, MacDonald, who was then, as he is now,
the Premier of the Canadian Cabinet) against peacealile
Ameriean villages ; when yon ealled to ans, not alone

vour native-bori eitizens but all mankind, in the defenee



of the grandest political institutions known to ancient
am] maodern times, whoe answered your ery of alarm ?

Assuredly not the men represented by the party in
power at Ottawa, to whom President Cleveland has eo
eonrteonsly given the right of way on American soil, for
the transportation of arms and wmunition, in order to
enabile the bittercst enemics of the [Tnited Statez to anni-
Lilate the Half-breeds who were following in the foat-
stops of vour forefathers!

To one misgnided Orangeman, or, better, to one
steaved Tory diseiple of Sir John A, MacDonald —who
was omnipotent at Ottawa then as he Is to-day—that

fonght for the prescrvation of this glorions Republie,
thonsands of evmpathetic French Canadians ean be nained,
who nobly and disinterestodly npheld the flag.  The
conflict mude tranhis in our nationality, and we are proud of
it.  Your final suceess threw digiay in the official circles
at Ottawa, as well a2 in the ranks of Orangeisng but an
Ameriean Administration bas just been found to assnage
Toryism bitter disappointment by making amends for all
that !

What is all the tronble about? Let us take a retro-
spective view of the matter.

The Freneh Cuanadians diseovered and settled the
conntry they live in. Embroiled in a struggle not of
their secking, and over which they had no control, they



