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A NEW INTERLUDE AND A MERRY OF

THE NATURE OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS,
declaving many frofer points of philosophy nolural, and
of devers siranpge landr, ond of divers strange effects
and causes; which inderlude, If the whele matler be
played, will contfain the space of an hour and o half;
but, if ye list, ye may leave out much of the sad matler,
as he Messenger's part, and some of Naeture's pari,
and zome of Experience’s fperk, and vel ke mealier will
depend conventently, and then it will not be past throe-
gquarters of an hour of length, London: Jehn Rastell



The Lames of the Plapers

Here foilvas the momes of Ihe players.

The Messender, Nalure HNalora[tle, Humanmily,
Stiedious  Tesire, Sessual  Appetite,  the  Taverner,
Experience, Ignorance; also, if ve list, ye may bring
in & DHsguising.

Heve foliow divers watters which be in this dnferlude
earlained, |

(¥ the situation of the four clements, ihat 15 o say,
the aarih, the water, the air, acd fire, and of their
gualitics and propertics, and of the generation amd
corrypbion of things apde af the cionmiction nf them,

O cortuin cunclusions proviog that dbe earth e
neads be round, and that it hangeth in the midst of
the fArmamentl, and that iU i in cdeownlercoce  above
7,000 Nuiles.

O certoin conclusions  proviag  ERak the sea lieth
round upon the earth.

CH cortain poinls of cosmography, s how and where
the =ca covercth the earth, and of divers strange regions
amd lands, and which way they le; and of the neds
found lumds, and the cunner of Lhe people.

O 1he genesatinn amd cause of stene and metal, Gnd
of plants and herbe,

3f the geoeration and cause of well=springs and
rivers aml of the cause ol hot fumes thut come ot
of the ecarth ;) ond of the cause of the baths of water in
1he earth, which be perpetually hal.

Of the cause of the cbb and Heod of the sea.

(¥ the cause of rain, snow, and hail,

O the cavse of the winds and thunder,

Of the cause of the lightning, of hlazing siars, and
Hames fiving io the air,



INTERLUDE OF THE
FOUR ELEMENTS

Mes. Th' abundant grace of the power
divine,
Which doth illumine the world enviren, |cline
Preserve this audience, and cause them to in-
To charity, this 15 my pLTIflUI! :
For by vour patience and supportation
A Tittle interlude, late made and prepared,
Before your presence here shutl be declured,
Which of a few conclusions is conlrived,
And points of philosophy natural,
But though the matier he not so well declared,
As a great clerk could do, nor so substantial,
Yet the author hereof requueth vou all,
Thourh he be ipnorant, and can Lile Hki]l,
To regard his only intent and good-will ;
Which in his mind hath ofttimes pondered,
What number of books in our tongue maternal
Of tovs and trifles be made and imprinted,
And few of them of matter substantial; |[shall
For though many make books, vet unneth ye
In our English tongue find any warks
OF cunning, that 1s regarded by clerks.
The Greeks, the Romans, with many other mo,
In their mother tongue wrote works excellent.
Then if clerks in this realm would take pain so,
B 2



4 The Four Elements

Considering that our tongue is now sufficient

To expound any hard sentence evident, [tongue

They might, if they would, in our English

Write works of gravity somelime among ;

IFor divers pregnant wits he in this land,

As well of noble men as of mean estate,

Which nothing but English can understand.

Then if cunning Latin books were translate

Into English, well correct and approhate,

All subte science in FEnglish might be learned,

Az well as other people in their own tongues
did.

Bul now so it 15, that in our Enghsh tongue

Many one there 1s, that can but read and write,

For his pleasure will off presume amongr

New books 1o compile and ballads to indite,

Some of love or other matier oot worth 2 mites

Some to abtain favour will Tatler 2nd glose,

Some write curious terms nothing to purpose.

Thus every man after his fantasy

Will write his coneert, e i never so rude,

lie it virtuous, vicious, wisdom or folly;

Wherefore to my purpose thus T coaclude,

Why should not then the author of this inter-

Utter his own fantasy and conceit alzo, [lude

As well as divers other nowadays do?

For wisdom and follv is as it is taken,

For that the one calleth wisdom, another
calleth folly,

Yet among most folk that man is holden

Most wise, which to be rich studieth only;

But he that for a commonwealth busily [law,

Studieth and laboureth, and liveth hy God's

Except he wax rich, men count him but a daw !

So he that 15 rich s ever honoured,

Although he have got it never so [alsely.



The Four Elements 5

The poor, being never so wise, is reproved.

This is the opinion most commonly fwhy ;

Thoroughout the world, and yet no reason

Therefore in my mind, when that all such daws

Have babbled what 1hev can, no foree of two
straws !

For every man in reason thus ought to do,

To labour for his own necessary living,

And then for the wealth of his neighbour also;

But what devilish mind have ihey which,
MUSIE

And labouring all their lives, do no other thing

But bring riches to thelr own possession, [tion;

Nothing regarding their neiphbour’s destruce

Yet all the richies in the world that is

Riseth of the ground by God's sending,

And by the labour of poor men's hands;

And though thou, rich man, have thereof the
keeplng,

Vel is not this riches of thy getting,  [more,

Nor oughtest not in reason to be pralsed the

For by other men's labour i1 is pod. hefore.

A great-witted man may soon be coriched,

That laboureth and sindieth for riches only;

But how shall his conscience then be dis-
charged?

For all clerks aflirm that that man precisely,

Which studieth for his own wealth principally,

Of God shall deserve but little reward, [gard;

Except he the commonwealth somewhat re-

So they say that that man occupied is

For a commonwealth, which is ever labouring

To relicve poor people with temporal goods,

And that it is a common good act to bring

People from vice, and to use good living

Likewise for a commonwealth cecupicd is he,



