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REPORT.

Orrior or StaTE Ratrroap CoMisproNzr,
Samnr Pavr, Dee. 31, 1878, }

Honorable John 8. Pillsbury, Governor:

B1r:—I have the honor to submit the eighth annual report from
this office concerning the railroads of the State, embracing the
company reports for the year ending June 30Lh, 1878, and informa-
tion respecting sales of railroad lands and railroad construction,
sabstantially to the close of the year 1878,

The year has been remarkable for the extent of new roads con-
structed, 375 miles, being more than ever before in one year in the
State, except 1871, {when 458 miles were built.) Minnesota has
the distinetion of having opened, in 1878, more miles of new road
than any other State in the Union,—her construction being one-
eighth of all the new roads built, during the year, in the United
States. The number of miles of railroad in operation in the
State, is now 2,608; seventeen years ago there was not one mile,

It is noteworthy, that the standard guage railroad constrocted in
the State, the past year, was wholly the extension or completion of
old lines, or of branches. Although many of these were under
the organization of new companies, yet they were under the
patronage of, or identical in the icterest with, the older companies.

The past year has witnessed the opening of the first narrow
gauge—three feet—railroad in the Btate, the Midland, from Waba-
sha to Zumbrota, 60 miles. This road was partly constructed in
1877, but not completed and opened for business until June, 1878,
It is now operated by the Chicago, Milwankee & St. Paul Company,
and will doubtless become o part of that great system.

The record of our railroad construction daring the last five vears
js instructive. Im 1874 we built no road; {unless the opening of
the Central Railroad, 40 miles, from Mankato to Walls, be an ex-

eption, which wirtually it is not, for the road had been graded and
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iron contracted for in previous years.) In 1875 no road was built,
In 1876 294 miles were constructed from Worthington to Luverne.
This was the first new road in any of the Northwestern States,
after the suspension of railroad construetion which followed the
80 called granger legislature of 1874,

In 1877, 212 miles were constructed and in 1878, as above, 375
miles. Among the chief canses of this rapidly incressed construe-
tion is the greatly reduced cost of comstruction. Railroad iron,
which in 1872 was as high as $00 per ton, is now eold at about ona
third of that price. Another cause, undoubtedly, iz the fact that
Minnesots was the first to repeal the legislation that was regarded
a8 hoatile or threatening fo capital invested in railroads. As she
was the first state to reassure eapital seeking investment in rail-
roads, 80 she was the first to resume construction, and has lead all
the ather northwestern states in the extent of contruction.

It is manifestly wise policy to do nothing to distorb the feeling
of security and encouragement that the act of 1875 gave to capital.
The multiplication of railroads is the certain means of cheapening
rates of transportation, as well as of bringing the facilities of trans-
portation to those districts now remote from roads, Wherever
there are competing roads, rates are lower,

Minnesoto has, a8 reported, but one mile of railroad to about 38
equare miles of territory. Massachusetts has one to four; Illinoia
about one to eight, [f the northern one-third of Minnesota, yet
uninhxbited. be excloded from the eat.imate, 'lJ::,e PI‘OPDItiDD would
be shout one mile of railroad to twenby-five of ares, only one-
gixth of the proportion of Massachusetts and one-third that of
Illinois.

The operations of the roads during the year reported, shows a
large increase of business over the preceding year. This had two
causes, (1) The large wheat crop of 1877, which was moved al-
most entirely in the last half of 1877, and first half of 1878—the
year embraced in company reports. (2.) The erops of 1877 stimu-
lated emigration to the new lands in the western part of the State.
These lands, both government’ and railroad, were faken up at an
unprecedented rate. This movement of population greatly in-
creased the traffic of the roads. The light crop of wheat in 1878
will canse a heavy falling off iz business for the year embraced in
next report, which will hardly be compensated for by immigration
and the deyelopment of the newer parts of the State, The Aucto-
ations of the business of the roads in the last five yearsis shown in
the following table:
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TABLE SHOWING COMPARATIVE BUBINFSS FOR ALL THE RAILEOADS
FOR FIVE YEARS TO JUNE 30, 1878, WITH INCREASE OR DECETASE
OVER NEXT FREECEEDING YHARE,

Btate
Earn'gs ravenog
Grosa D Fassen-

oarn- |[nere'se| oo | OV tnereme| Do ey | TODS L
inga, i g CO6RSE.lagrigd, | (TEIRRE.| from

iy
Thollars, Dnlmm Dollm. Doflar. (Trollacs. (Dollars Dollara.
18T, ... ..| 6,194,880, . deewws | TAEREBDO L i e 1,434,918 108,825
TRTE. .. .| 4 BE2IED IMO\.] T| 181,668
Ty - T e.m,m 1.0-!5& 2,078,563| 145,309
18TT... ..| 6408000 1,717,028 156075
1BTA. ... .. | To430,090| 2,083 160 2,408,560( 1180,000

*The rallroad taxes for 1677 were about #165,000, thedi&nmceheiugtacmumad forby
:::g;t g‘g::;: the Bt, Panl & Duluth B R, for stumpage that had in past years gone ioto

+ Esﬂmat{d—ratu:nl not ot racelved for whols year,

For the firat four years above the length of road was substan-
tially the same, In the last half of the last year the mumber of
miles was increaged about 10 per pent., equal to increase for tha
whole year of about 5 per cent. Allowance should be made for
this in the eomparison of business.

The Btate revenue from the railvoads shows a very satisfactory
increase. That for 1678 will doubtless reach $180,000, making the
total taxes paid by the railroads, to Jan. 1, 1879, $1,142,000. The
annual income of the State fromn this source is about equal to the
ordinary expenses of the State government for its legislative)
expeutive and judicial departments, and for the interest on the
recognized Htate debt (all expenses except those of the State inati-
tutions and unusual appropriations,)

The sales of railread lands in 15878, were unprecedently large, aa
shown in the following table compared with three preceading years:

Acres. R
errneriennnnea 170250 $1,317,779
......... 2,155,224
: 1,309,874
l.ETS{boDummhar]..u S s S e A Wk 1,514,900

Total sold to Dec. 1, 1878, 2,144,215 acres.

Total receipts to Dec, 1, 1878, $9,762,258,

There was no sarious reilroad accident on any of the roads dur-
ing the'year. Indeed Minnesota railroads have had a remarkable
exemption from railroad disssters. The Brainerd bridge accident
by which five lives were lost, in 1875, being the only serious one

in the history of the State,
Wu. R. MARSHALL,

Railroad Commissioner,
8r. Pavy, Dec. 81,1878,
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BAILROAD COMPANIES ORGANIZED UNDER THE GENERAL LAWS,
THAT HAVE FILED ARTICLER IN THE OFFICE OF
THE SECRETARY OF BTATE 1N 1878,

(For older organizations see R. R Comumssicemer's Report for former years.)

PRINCETON AND ANOEA B. H. 00.

Articles Filed.—November 4, 1877,
Object of Corporation—To conatruct, bmld hxﬁn :lopmhnnmmr 2“59

railway from Princoton, in Mifle Im Ummty Spencer Broo
Tsanti Connty, and the Feautls, In Anckn A
.ﬂ’.::kn lmtg village of ty, Anolm, m

Cﬂ i Stock.—$300,000.00,
q_t’ Buginess.—Princeton and Anoka,
au'yoru —E. C. Glles, J, F. Sadley, 1. 8. M H. B. Cowles, C. .
Rines, allofhﬂlle Im{}au + 1. H. Chadbourne, of Sherburne County; an
leght- or, James McCarn, Weston Hammons, U. S
Guderian, and Cm% Woudhury wll of Ancka County.

PLATHVIEW R. R. CO.

Arﬂcfﬂ Filed,—December 18, 1877,
% C on.—To build e milroad from a point within the
oc!‘ & uf Plainview, in Wabashe County, to 8 junction with the
Winm & Bt. Peter Railroad, in the Connty of Olmate
; Cae L—$200,000,00.
ace of Business. —l:’]ammw
Corymm!om —Geo, W, Van Dusen, Charles H. Chadbourne, Chardes H.
Blies, all of Rocheater; Geo. Bryant, of Elgin; and Hugh P. Wilsen, of Plain-
view,

SOUTHERY MINKEAOTA RAILWAY EXTENSION CO.

Articles filed,—Januvary 21, 1878, w Cit

Ohject of corporation.—To build ‘and operate & railway from Winnebago City
in the County of Fairibaalt, running in a wentm'ly ﬂ:l.l'echuubo pomae point
terminus within eaid Btate,

Capital.—$150,000,00.

Flace of businers, —Lanesboro. i

C tora.—Jason O, Faston, of Chatfield; anr'e—ota. Charles L. Colman,
Mons_ Andersom, Charles Michel, Wiliam C. Yan Horne und Jobn K. Brown, of
La Crosse, Wisconsin, i

DUBUQUE AND MINNBBOTA E. R, 00.

Articles filed.—Junvary 22, 1878, . -
Object of corporation.—To purchase, and after u'adi purchuse to own and equi
mo%uifuﬁumthem franchises tlmCh.mgo. Dubugque an
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Minneaola B, B. Company from the Trustaes, John A. Bnrnhl.m n.nd James A.
Emm @ o ufther.ll.lanﬂunsl 1877, inchedin K;perts
franchizes and righta of erid Chicago, Duhn&fandlhmm pany,

embraced in said mortgage, to consolidate mume aocording to law when, puar-
-:‘]lued, with the property and franchises, now or formerly, of the Chicago, Clin-
ton and Dubugue R. B. Company, and under said consolidation to form a new
company, to be called the Chieago Glmtm:l Dubu ue and Minnesota R. R.

Company, to lease said proj , W] en consol another R. R. Com eg.n’g;
or Companies, mm H.oadn.bufmucraﬂerwohdahw buemnp
unfinished portion to extend the same

by building
ing extensions thereof, aiready made or to te made, dgtodo evary nlher act
mqméed gllaw%bo ﬁﬁm tha otgects od‘thiu Corporation.

P.!m?::f Business.—Dubugue,

Corporntors.—Sidn m&m Nathanicl Thayer, John C. Burnham, H. Hol-
l:.lHu.nne'm&ll Jobn W. Brooks, " John N. Denison, Alpheas Hardy, l.ll:lfBunI;un
Maas; J. Rohu‘h of New Badfm:li Mass., and Jamea ¥. Joy, of t, Mich.

MINNEAPOLIS & NORTEWHESTERN B. R. OO,

& —Febrowry 5, 1878,
ion.—To build and operate a railroad with one or more

inl:kn or ums of rond from Minneapolis to Ferﬁ'lu F'alls, in Otter Tail county,
and from Minneapols fo Hutehinaon, in MeLeo

Capital —§ 500,000,

Place of Business.—~Minnea

Corporators.—Samuel . Gale, R. P. Russell, J. B. Bassett, B, B. Langdon,
and George B, Wright, all of Minneapolis,

MINREAOTA NORETEHERN ®. R, 00,

* Articlas filed. —February 5, 1978,

Ohject o ‘ation,—To build and operate a railroad from Fergus Falls, in
Gtter Tail county, to a connection with the Northern Pacific B. R., and also to a
connection with the St. Paul and Pacific tatlroad, by such :oube as may be deter-
mined by said Minnesota Northern H. R, Co.

Capital.—$500,000,

Place of Business —Fergus Falla.

Corporators—James Compton and Walter C. Bacon, of Fer?u Falls; R. L.
Frazes, of Frazes City, Becker connty; George B. anhtand ames A, Griffin,
of Minnespolis.

DULUTH AND WIKNEPEG R. R. CO.
Jﬂwka d,—-Febmaryllth, 1878,

ion.—To construct and own a railway with ooe or mun:l-
tm:hot l: nea of road from Dututh, and running in & general northwesterly di-

rection to some t on the northern bonndary line of the Biate of Minnescta,
batween the Ha mar of the North and the Lake of the Woods,

Capital.—$4,000,000,

_ Place of Busindss, —Duluth

- Corporgiors.—Willinm W, Andreas M. Miller, John C. Hunber,
Andrew J. Sawyer, R. C. M:ltchell,. ﬁslmﬂcmh[ Peyton, all m’Du.'lth,mEi

James Bardon, of hupmm, Wis.

TOUNG AMBRIOA R. W. 0O.

.My 8, 1878,
or.—To build and  railread from & point on the
E and le:oadmthe of Carver to and mto the village and
uf‘Emmf.ﬂmmmEmemar



