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INTRODUCTION

THis is the first essay of a series to be known
as “David A. Wells Prize Essays.” These
essays are to be printed under the direction
and editing of the David A. Wells Professor
of Political Science, of Williams College, and
one is to appear during each year following
an award of the prize. The prize is £500
“in gold coin of standard weight and fineness,
or in the form of a medal of gold suitably in-
seribed, at the option of the recipient.” Com-
petition is confined to those who are members
of the Senior Class when the subject for an
essay is announced, and to graduates of not
more than three years’ standing.

The following provision of the will of the
late David A. Wells, the founder of the com-
petition, governs the committee in the selec-
tion of subjects and in the consideration of
essays:

“No subject shall be selected for competi-
tive writing or investigation and no essay shall
be considered which in any way advocates or
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defends the spoliation of property under form

or process of law; or the restriction of com-
merce in limes-of peace by Legislation, except
for moral or sanitary purposes; or the enact-
ment of usury laws; or the impairment of con-
tracts by the debasement of coin; or the issue
and use by Government of irredeemable notes
or promises to pay intended to be used as cur-
rency and as a substitute for money; or which
defends the endowment of such * paper,’ ‘notes’
and ‘promises to pay’ with the legal tender
quality.”
HENRY LOOMIS NELSON,
David A. Wells Professor of Political Scicner.

Wriae Conteor,
Wiriassrows, Mass, April 1, 19805,



AUTHOR'S NOTE

As long as some of the earlier phases of Eng-
lish constitutional history remain so obscure
as to be the subjects of diverse opinions, no
study of a special influence in that history can
be definitive. Yet it may prove of some inter-
est, if not of profit, to get even an incomplete
view of the parts played by different classes
of men in the development of free institutions.
This paper is an attempt to set forth some of
the main contributions of the landed man to
constitutional growth. The author makes no
claim to originality; he has merely made a
brief review of the salient features of consti-
tutional history and collated facts stated and
opinions expressed by others, but in such re-
lation, he trusts, that the importance of this
particular influence may be somewhat ap-
parent. No attempt has been made to trace
any other influence, much less to compare this
with any other. The result is a lack of pro-
portion of which the reader will scarcely need
to be warned. If the author succeeds, how-
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ever, in emphasizing the fact that to the landed
man we owe a very large share of the liberty
we now enjoy, the purpose of this study will
be answered.

The author desires to make acknowledge-
ment for valuable ecriticism and suggestions
received from Professor Henry Loomis Nel-
son, of Williams College, and to Dr. W. B.
Munro, late of the same college, but now of
Harvard University. He is indebted to Arthur
H. Chase, Esq., librarian of the New Hamp-
shire State Library, for courtesies extended,
also to Hon. Charles R. Corning, of Concord,
New Hampshire, for access to his private li-
brary. The libraries of Harvard College and
the Harvard Law School have also been freely
drawn upon. The works consulted are amply
eited in the foot-notes,



