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PREFACE

THE following pages appeared in their original form asa
doctorate thesis offered to and aceepted by the authorivies
of Harvard University in 1899,  As will be scen, I have
tricd to prove that the epic theme of a combat hetween
father and son has itz origin in certain primitive customs.
1 do not believe that it can be traced back to any one
place ; though in saying this, I do not wish to assért that
there bas been no travelling, and that each variant stands
by itsell. I do think that in many parts of the world eondi-
tions have been favourable for the birth of the tale, so
that 1 oumber of variants are o all Likelihood of wdepen-
dent origing, When they once appear they may wander
indefinitely and afizct each other, but this side of the gues-
tion I have not thought necessary lo discuss,

The variants offcred range from the folktale 1o the episode
in a very artificial romance.  Naturally it s opon the
former that I have based my theories, and I hope that in
the body of the work 1 have made clear my opinion us to
their relative importance, 'The others T have included,
partly for the sake of completeness, and partly because, In
spite of any amount of inventiveness on the part of the
author, there 1s always a possibility of some old tradition
being preserved.
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Among those to whom I am indebted for suggestions
and advice, I must frst mention Professor Royee of
Harvard. It was he who suggested that possibly the
custom of Martriarchy might explain the theme. Should
the theory I advance obtain some currency, he should be
given full credit; should it fail, he is, of courss, hy no
means responsible. I wish also to thank Mr. Arthor
Richmond Marsh, Mr. . Hamilton, Dr. Eobinson, and
Dr. Schofield, and by no means least of atl Mr, Alfred Nutt
for his help, and kindness in publishing the book.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1

THE ATPRARANCE OF THE THEME IN LITERATURE

Paiik
A brief analysis of the theme—Tlg actual occurrence inreal life i

—lts appearance in Tasso's forusalenr Meffvered—in Shalie.
speare’s Meary P —in Veltaire's ffowriade—in Lile's Faral
Crrdossip—in Miller's Dy weren poed coanzigee frdraar—
in Werners fler wier tnd cwansimle fedvwar—in Lhe
dramas of Victor Hugo,

CHAPTER 11

THE AFPFEARANCE OF THE THEME IN POPULAR LITERATIIE

FACE

Attention st called (o the theme by the Feolhers Grimm— b
Sunscquent fsts of pamilzls  The method (ollowed 1 dis-
cussing the differenl virlanle=—=The Uieme aipaeirs inils most
complete form in the Sobmlyam] Ruslem story —Clissifica-
tion of the other varinis TN THE FiRST AND MOST IM-
FORTANT OLASS TIIE FATHER ATARRIES AWAY FROM IIOME
AND THE Ux10K 35 teassirory—First subdivision, in
which the father iz a mortal—Varianig of Kokalo—
Hodioui-— Tuhuryhuru—Peha and Feho—A rawik story.—
Cuchulainn — Tiya Muorometz—Jereslan Lasarewitich—Nie
Al 10 Al —Odyzsens and Telegonms—Odysscuzand Eorya.
los— An-Hui—Arjuna and YVabhmvahana—Doon—Milun—
Lrawain—Wichars 11 biauws—Ider—35ir Degarre—3Sir Lrla-
maur—]an at den Vergiere— Danduin e Scliourc—Tristan
de Nantewl—35ir Generydes—Launcelot and Galahad—
Renaud and Guidon—Two cases from the Spanish romances



wiii

SOHRAB AND RUSTEM

ol chivalry—Second subdivision, in which the father is
not an ordinary mortal—Variants of Hercules and Zeus—
Nectancbus and Alexander the Great—Ortnit and Albe-
rich—Robaztre and Malabron—Ehaures and Carados—
Kurdish tzle of the Leprovs Prince—A variant which stands
alone, a Transylvanian Gypsy Dallad—Szconp crass oy
VARTANTS IN WHICH THE UNION SEEMS INTENDED TD BE
rerManENT—First and most important subdivision, in
which separation is cansed by the father's being called
away from home— The Hildebrandizlied and its different
forme—Diterlof and Dictleib—Eing Saul and Constantin—-
Sam Dalyr apd Kiojik Bai—Tolol and Belot—A Servian
Ballad—Teamathos and his son—-Jen Kuei—Tale of the
deposed Prince—Tale of the Merehant and his Sons—Olger
Dansk—Demantin—Geillazme de la Barre—Varocher—
Finn and Chsin—Colleclive cases in Gui de Dourgugne and
Gaydun—Second subdivision of wariants, in which
separation iz bronght about by some mishap belalling
the child or its mother, or both—Andrénikes—IDermier
and his svn—DRayousart and Maillefer—Florent  and
Octavien—Wigamur—Thie cases in Mangis—Tristan de
Nanolewt]l and Garcion—The ten Wezirs—Leandro amd
Lepolemu—Fléris Eonygs Saga—Mstisiaw and Valdimir—
Flogvanl—LRaymund and Ilogues—5Sir Tryamour—Thied
stbdivision, in which the chiid is exposed—Gedipus amd
Ladus  Judas -A Fioosh lale—A Servian-Croatian lale—
51 Julien —Kiog Ibrabim and his son—Apaollo and Sadoc-
Dratus—A few vanaols i which the combatl s a mere
cpisode—Isembard and Dernard—Eing 1locl and Kahedin
—'aravasu, i

CHAPTER II1

Explanations of the Father and Son Combat theme Ziven by

Ulhiland, Orest Miller, Licbeecht, amd Miss Weston—These
itheories unsaiisfactory—A few other (ales which possess
the same formula setiling without the tragic meeting, and in

FRUE



