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PREFATORY NOTE,

HIS series of papers hag been prepared in accordance
with a plan marked out by the writer, sowme years ago
of takingup,from time to time,ecriainfeatures of the social,
political and industrial progress of the Dominion. Essays
on the Maritime Industry and the National Development
of Canada have boen read beforc the Boyal Colonial In-
stitute in England, snd have been so favourably received
by the Press of hoth counfries, that the writer has felt
encouraged to continue in the same course of study, and
supplemnent his previons efforts by an historieal review of
the intellectual progress of the Canadian peaple,

House oF CoMMaks,
Orrawa, February 17th, 1881.
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