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PREFACE. H

Ir a proper conception of the Military Despotism which has
oppressed the Sonth is conveyed to the Northern mind through

these pages, their object will have been aeccomplished.
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MILITARY OUTRAGE IN GEORGIA.

GFRORGE W, ABHBURN,

Tagk death of this mae was the pretense
upon whith Gen. Grant, Gen, George (.
Meade, and the Radical party based the in-
famous outrage upen the onal liberty
of citizens of Georgia, the details of which
this work will contain.

Ashbora made his appesrance in Co-
lambus, Georgia, immediately after the
war, in-the capacity of a Government spy
in eearch of property belonging to the late
Confederate States.  Here he might have
lived and died without a thought from the
puablic of hiz antecedents, but his ardent,
intense love for the eolored peopls soom
brought to light and into geveral comment
the fact that before the war his usnal ocen-
pation was that of an overseer vemarkable
only for his cruelty to the slaves placed
under his control by the gentlemen who
owned them. This vieious trait of his
charactor rendered i difficalt for him to
retain his position of overseer very long on
the same plantation, and he made other
shifts for o maintenance, He wes at one
time steward or waiter in the Oglethorpe
Hotel, in Columbus, Ga., and while there
was well enned for hisinsslence by a board-
er, & young man still a resident of that eity.
Tt is not the writer's desire or intention to

exonerate hiz murderers upon the plea of |

Lis low instinets and habits. His assassin-
ation was a erime.  His death in a negro
brothel of the lowest order renders com-
ment upon his life nnnecessary; but what-
ever his character might have been, uwtil
aecnsed of crime as directed by the law,
and convicted to death by a jury of his

eers, no human being had o right to take
I:is life. This man was politically odious
and morally infamous to the resieembla
portion of the community in which he
lived; bat that his death was the result of
politieal  differences, as claimed by the

Radical press throughout the eountry, iz
not sustained by facts.  Hewas a thorn in
thaside of his own party and not considered
as formidable by his opponents,  That
there are bad men in the Columbus com-
wunity, e in others, there is not the least
doubl.  Ashbarn was killed at the dead
hour of night, and doubtless by men who
did not dare meet n for in open day.
There are good reasonz for believing, too,
that the assassing were Radicals, black and
white, to whom he was 4 stambling-block
in the rosd te office.  In proof of the cor-
restuess of this sugpicion are produced the
following facts.

Previous to the election of dolegates to
the Constitutional Convention of Georgia,
and in the temporary absence of Asbburn
from Columbas, a hand-hill was issued
signed by fifteen or twonty Badicals—the
entire white element of the paty in the
eity—ealling a meeting to appoivt dele-
pates to n nominating Oonvention at Cus-
sata. The leader in the movement avowed
uncompromising hostility to Ashburn, and
expressed n determination that Ashburn
should no longer control the party. Ash-
barn returped befors the doy for the mest-
ing, went in and took possession of ity and
appointed delegates to his liking, himseli’
amony the number,

Bo hostile had the feeling become be-
tween Ashburn and two leadine Federal
office-holders in Columbus, that be threat-
ened to have them removed. Time sped
on, The nomivating Convention assembled
at Cussata aud put out eandidates for the
senatorial district suitad to the taste of
Ashburn—himself among the number,
from Muscogee ecounty.  Ashburn, havi
the ear and confidence of the negroes an
full eontrol of the Loyal Leagunes, whipped
inthe fizht, and proved himzelf master of the
sitnation.  His ticket was elected. The
Couvention. met, did its work, and ad-
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jourped.  Ashbovn vetarned to Columbus,  have called to see the corpse and given

avowed his intention to be elected by the
Legisluture to the Senate of the United
States, and set to work to organize hiz
eolored friends and seeure the election of
such members from his sematorial distriet
as would support his senatorial pretensions.

On the Suturday before he was killed,
through his influence, & lurge namber of
negrocs  assembled o the Court-house

square and were harangzoed by -him, and |

a ticket wos nominsted for the House and
Senate, composad, for the House, of ope of
the delegates to the Coovention and a
uegro, and the head of the Freedmen's
Bureau, a known friend of Ashburn’s, for
the Benate. What part, if any, hia former
Radical opponents took in this mesting, or
whether they were prosentat all, the writer
can ot say,

On the Monday night succeeding the
meeting referred to, the eareer of Ashburn
was brought to o close. Between dark
and the time of his death the President of
the Loyal League, nomed Benoett, handed
Ashbmm o letter from one Costin, 8 pegro
of Talbot county and representative cleet
from that connty to the Georgin Legisla-
ture.  Ashburn threw this letter into Ben-
nett’s face, Afterward, while 8 prisoner
for obtaining goods undor false pretenses,
Beonett zave it to the Sheriff. It was
written npon paper farnished the Constita-
tional Convention, of which Costin was a
member, He abused Ashbura in nnmeas-
ured terms as a 'lwnsioner upon his party,
and remipded him that he (Costin} had
raised the embargo placed on his baggage
by @ hotel-keeper in Talbatton, He elosed
by offering to bet two hundred and fifty
dollars that he would npever represent
Greorgin in the United States Senate, and
two hundred and fifty dollars move thai he
wonld not receive fifteen votes upon joint
ballot.

Buennett declared, the day after his death,
that he woanld have kifled him if the mob
had not.  Woodfeld, another REadieal, who

soma assistanec toward the finel disposition
of lis remains, Not one of the white
metbers of his party did his remaing even
the honor of a esll. Being o pauper, the
expentes of his funeral were borne by the
city. His remains were sttended to the
depot for shipment to Macon by only two
white men—hiz son and o Badieal Jdew
nuined Coleman,

The sbove facts are zemt forth to the
world for what they are worth. Many
other thivgs could be told to show the hes-
tility of feeling which existed between lead-
ing Radicals of this city and Ashburp, bat
their relation would epin out the subject to
too great & length,

Between the citizens of Colambus and
Askburn there existed no fealing of antag-
onism. They looked upon his course as
mischievous in it tendency, They knew,
however, that he was no worse in his in-
tentions than other men of Radical pro-
elivities in Columbus, and that to destroy
him would accomplish nothing, Having
more senge than half o dozen of the others,
and having aspirations, he was looked upon
23 less dangerouz than the herd that were

ursuing him. The citizens outside of the
dical ranks did not eome in contaet with
him in auy shape, and had no more’ reason
to desire the ruetion of his life than
those of others of less sense.  Aside from
this, the peaple had a1l the time used every
Eracauﬁou against permitting anything to
e done that could, in the remotest degree,
give capital for Radieal rule to feed upon.

REIGN OF TERROR.

Aghbura's death was eucceeded by a
period of deep excitement. Nogroes open-
ly avowed their inteotion to avenge his
death, and threats were made upon the
streels to burn Columbus.

On Wednesday night following his mur-
der, & meating of the Young Men's Demo-
eratic Club was startled by a message from

disappeared immediately after the murder, | Mayor Wilkins, thet intelligence had

had stated that Ashburn must sertle a debt
| eity wonld be made that night.

Le owed him or he would kill him,
After he was dead, and had come to hiz
death, too, at the hands of assazaing, what

reached him that an attempt to fire the
I¥ such
an intention existed it was defested by
prompt action. On the 6th day of April,

was the conduct of the Columbus Radicals 7| the Monday after the assssivation, the ex-

It they lad felt any pangs of grief or in-
dignation at this cutrageons act, is it not
rensonable to sappose they wouald have in-

vitement was Taised to fever hent by the
militr:']y arrezt of nime white aod three
eolored citiwens. W, D. Chipley, Doe. B,

terested themselves so much, at least, a8 to | J. Kirksey, Columbus C. Bedell, Wm. &,



MIIITARY OUTRAGE IN GREORGIA.

Bedell, James W, Barber, Alwa C. Roper,
Thos, W, Grimes, Robert Ennis, and Wm.
L. Cnsh, white; and John Wells, Johu
Stapler, and Jim MeHenry, colored; wore
arrested by Capt. Mills, commanding post,
and confined in the Court-houze. All
were men of respéctability and eharacter,
and the negroes stood well in their sphere,
though unpopular with their race becanse
they were Democrats.  The next day one
Wade Stephens, a low vowdy, was added

to the party, a5 the sequel will ghow, in |

the capacity of & spy, thongh he way not
have koown it at the time.  No canse wos
assigned for the arrest, and the repeated
and untiring efforts of the prisoners, their
friends nnd their counsel, filed to arrive ot
any. The meo arrested were so far above
any enspicion of complicity in Ashburn'y
murder that it wae dificult to associate the
two events; yet fullowing each cther so
glosely, with no other alleped cause, an
oocasional surmise would rest in that di-
rection. This conclusion would never have
been reached by any ope but for their
koowledze of the malice of certain Radicals
toward thess men az Democrats, and es-
pecially Chipley and Kirkeey, who were
working men in their party.

Before these arrests were made it was
positively known that a man holding civil
position by military appointment had of-
fered bribes for afidavits sgainst Mr. Co-
lumbuz Bedell, and it was not unpatural
for persena knowing these facts to surmize
that the arrests were made vpon suborned
evidence. The maoperin which the charge
and names of the aceusers were withhold,
and the absence of oll investigation,
strengthened this belief, snd ocensioned o
general {eeling of uneasiness.

Capt. Mills stated that he did not koow

the cavse of the arrests, which nobody be- |

lieved, snd it iz only mentiosed heve to
ghow how arbitrary the arrests were and
the weakness of the case.  After four days
and nights in doranee vile, Capt. Mills in-
formed the prizaners that their moat gracions
Majesty Gen, Meade had concluded to re-
leage them noder bond of twenty-five hun-
dred dollars each to appear whenever Gen.
Georoe G, Mesds, commanding Third
Military Distriet, or his successor, should
desire 1t. There was a geoeral feeling
among the prisoners to decline this offer
and test the legality of their arrest; hut
older heads thought the bond would be
the lest of it, and advized them to accept

b

‘the terms and vetarn fo their familics and
|business. A gencral bond was then pre-
pared, a copy of which is given in Appendix,
together with its signers. The paes ex-
ceed four bundred, und woald have reached
three times that pumber had the citizens
'beenr allowed sufficient time to sign it
Nothing more oceurted in this connestion
until the 14th of May, when James W.
Barter, and the fellow Wade Stephens and
two negroes—dJobn Wells and John Stap-
lev—wero re-arrested aod humied off o
Fort Puluski. Mr. Barber was not even
permitted to see his wife,

On the 15th May, W. I Clipley, indig-
naut at his illegal and unwarvanted arrest,
and being nosbie to scoure an fvestization
in any other way, sought one througl Con-
gress, His lotter to Hon. James 13, Beck,
of Kentucky, and action of the House on
Mr. Beck's resolotion, sre given in Ap-
pendiz. The action of the House wus
zignificant, and shows that the Radical
plotters ot Washington were slraid of 2o
(anvestigation.
| Outhe 23d May, Mr. R H. Daxiel, =
gentlémen, and George F. Betg, « dissipated
loafer, were avrested and sent to the Goy-
ernmeut bastile at Savanpab.  Very soon
Benunett and o courtezan of the lowest
stripe, called Amande Patterson, followed.
These two, like Stephous, it wns under-
|stood, were to be suborped. Detz, of that
time (though @ maa of no character), wus
thought to be above swearing a mau’s life
away lor guin or safety.

Uun the 2d June, W, D, Chipley, B. J.
Kirksey, Clifford B. Grimes, and Columbus
Bedell were arvested, and on the 3d sent
to Atlauts and confined at MeDherson
Barracks.

On the 16th June, Tsazne Marks, Jacoh
Marks, Alva C. Hoper, Robert A, Weed,
Jomes L. Wigzging, Drew W. Lawrence,
sod W, L, Cash were taken into custody
by the omnipotent Mills and forwarded to
' Meade's Hotel, at Atlanta.  Sergeant Chas.
Marshall, of Mill's company, was also sent
along, for the purpose developed Ly the
wial, On the 19th June, Bobert O, Had-
son ond Jumes Lawrence were started,

receding Wi, A, Dukes some five days,
Tha charges against thess men weve siill
mere matters of conjecture.  From the hest
information thut could be gathercd, the
parties had been arrested upon negro testi-
oy, much of 1t foreed, whilst with others
i bribery had been the instrument used.  To
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addition to 3500 offered by the eity of
Coluwmbns, Gen, Meade's military Gov-
ernor of Georgia, threugh bis proclama-
tion, announced a reward of 52,000 for the
first and 51,000 for each additional party
connecied with the assassination, with
proaf to conviet. This was a laroe sum
of money, i the eyes of a bad a2 an
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 pages.  But to return to their physical
| treatment,

This was barbarous in the extreme.
Those who were carried to Fort Pulaski
were confined in eells four feat by seven feet.
There was no veotilation whatever, and u
mreater portion of the time the small hole
which admitted light was closed and the

inducement to bear false witess,  With |eell left in darkness.  These dungeons were
such inducements no citizen of Uolumbus, | their zole habitation. Callz of nuture were
however exemplary his walk io life, foltattendod to in s vessel that was removed
that bie was exempt from arrest.  No one lonce in twenty-four hours.  Their rations
knew where the arrests wonld end, and|consisted of o alice of bread, and coffee (if
what namber of citizens would be inear- | they had a cup) in the morning; another
cerated, under the influence of such testi- | piece of bread and soap in the same cup
timony—unao one eould copjecture.  As|in which eoffes was served at broakfast,
arrest after arrost suceseded each other, [with an oceasional ration of fas pork, con-
the hest citizens would exclaim: * "Iis but | stituted their dinner. For zupper, bread
an aceident that T am left 1" and they ex- slove was issued.  Yet the friends of these
teuded their eympathy to the unfortunate | prisoners would have been glad and did
wen with o consciouspess thak it was hut a i offer to furnish them awy comforts they
chanea that placed the prisouers there in- | might desire.  Will the world not say
atead of themselves, they were cntitled to different trestment,
| notil their guilt had been established, orat
!lenst until spmething besides ex parte testi-
mony had boen produced?  In these horrid
lisles, borne down by the heatof the climate,

The treatment of the Columbus pris-jand driven almost to moedoess by the
ouers will ever remain a hiot upon the | myrinds of mosyuitoes, these wen were
fume of American soldiers. These men, | dotnined day after day, denied the privileze

TREATMENT OF PRISONERS.

arrested at a moment's notice, were carried
from family, friends and busivess, and
without an opportunity being piven them
to prove thelr innocence, were thrown into
calls which law and humanity dietated sa
only proper for the econfisement of eonm-
demmed erimingle.  The murder ccenrred
during the nizht, between the B0th apd
Slet of Mareh. The first arrests were
wade on Gth April; they were renawed
through Moy and June.  Yet, in this great
and frea country, no charges were delivered

of visits from friends or counsel, and not cven
allowed to write to or reseive letters from
Itheir families. Huomanity must have sug-
| zested an exeeption to this rule in the case
of one of the prisoners, whose wife was
expecting to be confiued, but if so the
whispers were not heeded by the “geuial
|und popular eommander of Fort Pulaski.”
' He added apother laurel to the wreath that
{marks his vietories  “The gallant Cook,”
Lwith heroie fortitude, saw that o word of
(love and sympathy reached the young wife

to the prisoners until the 27th day of
Jupe. Their trial was set for 29¢h o the |
same mooth. The evormity of the pro—|witumses for the proseeation stated on their
ceedings in this connection may ibly |exumination that they wero told that if
L appreciated, when it is stated that the ., they did pot make disclosures thay would
interveniug dey between the reception of | be kept in prison—na Bennett expressed it,
a copy of eharges brought against them | would have to “rot there”  Ou the other
and the day set for their trial was Sunday. ) haod, by making disclosures they would
The Hely Sabbath duy was given them |seoure their Iiberty, snd protection from
upon whick to prepare their defense against | “harm” from the Goverpment. The re-
the charge of “MURDER,” apd that too | moval of the Pulaski prisoners to MePher-
when removed 140 miles from the sceno of ; son Barracks, Atlauta, was au improvement
the eriwe and the residence of their wit- in climate and some other respects. They
nesses. This outrage upon the personal |were permitted to correspond with their
liberty of these men should make hoil the |friends, but all letters, although only
blood of every freswan who reads these |brenthing the affection and sympathy of a

in her trying hour. It may be well for
the reader to remember just hore, that the
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wife, wers submitted to rizid inapection.
How dizgriesful in the representatives of
a great goveroment! Chipley, Kirksey,
Grimes and Bedell reached the barracks
on the 3d day of June, having no sus-
picion of imprisonment. They were un-
provided with bedding. It was three days
and four nights before bed or blanket was
turnished,  Friends were oot allowed to
visit them wor eounsel to ses them., Ou
the 8th these four men were placed under
bond in comfortable quarters.  When
Dunicl arrived from Fort Pulaski he was
placed in the house with them, and there
liz and Grimes remsived until relessed,
O the 12th Bedell was retorned to the
cells.  On the 15th Chipley and Kirksey
follewed, On the 19th the last two were
returned again o quarters outzide of the
coard-house, and vpext morning Bedell
joeined them. O 22d he and Kirksey
were returned to cells, and Roper was
placed with Chipley. The other prisoners
wore in celis, ]'}l'lia status wa2 continned
until the 14th July, when Chipley was
offered bail with the liberty of Atlanta,
which he declived. On the 16th, the en-
tive party were removed to eomlbriable
rpuarters, where they remained until re-
leased. The cells np tu the 16ih Jone
were five feet ten in width by ten fest long,
The window, twofeet by one foot six inches,
wa: eight feet high from the floor, and in
addition to bars was so slatted a3 to pre-
vent the inmate of the cell from seeing
gither heaven or carth.  There was no
other means of véntilation, and with the
doer elosed (which was always the case,
uxeopt when the guard was humane esongh
to transeend his orders,) a gale might blow
putside without sending one pufl of fresh
air to relieve the distended bursting veins
of the prisover, although the opening of
the eefl door would create a draft that
wis pften objectionable.  The prison sink,
fust at the end of the hall upon which the
sells opened, emitted such a stench as to
render the risk of suffoeation preferable to
the horrid odor.  Bat all this was not saf-
Geiently horrible.  With twenty vacant
bouses that might have been used, the
military commenced on the 16th June to
wake more prizou room by dividing the
colls, reduting them in width to exastly
two feet ten inehes. Will an indignant
publio believe this? A positive, horrible
truth.  Not until the memorials of Dr.
Clipley and Uol. Lomar to Congress had

7

elicited 2 deep and earoest protest from
the press of the whele country, did the

{trestment of the prisoners change. On

the 19th June some of them were allowed
to see counsel, aithough iu the absenee of
charges, it wos impessible to plan any defi-
nite fine of defense. Boon after the re-
mainder suw counsel, and o few friends
wers permitied to pay sheort visits and send
delicacies to the prison. The embargo on
eertuin newspapers was alse raised. On
the 22d Juss € B. Grimes and R A,
Daniel were released, and a week later the
Messrs, Lowrenes, the Messrs, Mavks, and
W. L. Cash. No evidance whatever has
been produced against either one of these
gentiemon, and the only explanation that
15 given them for the tovture they wers sub-
jected to is, that it was o mistake. At wo
time was the private correspondence of the
prizoners relieved from inspection.

CAUSE OF THE ARRESTS.

On the Gth of April, ten white and
three colored men were arrested and placad
in confinement in eourt-house at Colum-
bus.  Ow the trial the prosecution rested
their ease upon evidence which did pos
elaim that any disclosures were made to
the military, or other suthorities, hefore
the last week in Muay, except by the wit-
ness Bennetf. This ereature professed to
have made statements to Copt. Millsthe day
after the ocourrence, implieating five men.
These men wern all aecessible, yet in the list
of thirteen arrested in April, the nnme of
but one of Beunetts five can be found.
Another one, Marshall, was in the room
several times doring their inearceration,
but as a vizitor. How lmprobable it must
appear to every reader that Beonett
chavred Marshall with being one of the
murderers  before his Captain, as that
officer, twenty-five days later, allowed him
to leave his company ou a thirty duys' fur-
lough, The question very naturally arises,
why were the first arrests made? The
mystery was eusily solved, and its solution
does not involve a midnight warder. A
general apathy had pervaded the Demo-
cratio party in regard to regiar.eriu§ and
voting, The poliey of inaction had gov-
erped the party, but the resnlt in Aldbame
occasioned new acts of Covgress that reu-
dered this poliey no lenzer available, and
ap active cahvass was inamguested. * Mr
Chipley, as Chairman of the Executive



