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PREFACE.

THERE are threa considerahls biographies of Tefos—
the first, by CGeorge Chalmers, published in 176;
the second by Waltor Wilson, published in 1330 ; the
third, by William Lse, published in 1863, All thres
ate thorough and paiusteking wouks, justified by
indopendent research and diseovery. The Iabour of
research in the case of an suthor supposed to have
written some two bundred and 6fty separato books
and pamphlets, very few of thom under hia own
name, is naturally enormeoua; aud when it s dome,
thae results are open to endless dispute. Probably
two men could not be found who would read through
the vast mass of contemporary anonymous and pseu-
donymous print, and agree upon a complete list of
Defoe’s writings, Fortunately, however, for those who
wish to get a clear idea of Lis life and charncter, the
identification is not pure guess-work on internal
evidence, He put his own name or initials to some
of his productions, aud trested the authorship of
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others as open secrets. Hrnough is ascertained as his,
to provide us with the means for a complete under-
standing of his opinions and his conduct. It is Defos’s
misfortune that his blographeras on the large zeale have
oecupied themselves too mueh with subordinate details,
and have been misled from a true appreciation of
his main lines of thought and action by religious,
politieal, and hero-worshipping biss,  For the following
sketch, taking Mr. Tes's sliborate work as my chrono-
logieal gumide, I have read such of Defoe’s undonbtad
writings as are aceessible in the Library of the Dritish
Muzenm—thsre 13 no complete collection, I beliave,
in existence—and endeavopred to conoect them and
him with the history of the time, :
W. M.
Jonnary 1878,
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